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Tur return \of Sir Fan e Abbes me to in- 
form my Adeline her Harriet will attend her 
on F riday next, which from this day is hardly . 
a week. I have much curioſity to behold per- 
ſons with whom I am ſo well acquainted by 
deſeription. The abſence of Sir Edward gives 
me uneafinefs, as I ſhall not be able to ſee him 
fo ſoon as I wiſh: however, I hope he will re- 
turn before I leave you. l thank you for your 
laſt letter, Adeline, and from what I can diſ- 
cover by that, Mr. Evelin is not likely to prove 
a great favourite of your's, tho* with ſo gal- 
lant a man your beauty will quickly make you 
one with him; but can it be otherwiſe? Who 

Vol. IV. a WES 


Ko 
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is not prejudiced in favour of a forts lovely; | 
and a mind by no means its inferior? Vet, 


pardon me, my amiable friend 3 I know you 


_Ciflike"ts hear of your own... perfeRtions : 


ſometimes 1 cannot reſtrain my feelings, but 


ſuffer them to flow to my 17 tho? for once I 
will check them, in conſideration of your deli- 


cacy, and turn to other ſubjects. You know 


I promiſed you, ſome months paſt, the remain- 


ing part of my mother's hiſtory, to her re- 
tiring into the country ; and having a leiſure 
hour, I will devote it to the entertainment of 
my Adeline, and give it to you in her own 
words; as heat as I can recollect. She left 
off in her former relation at her marriage. 


| Soon/after the declaration of Sir James, as we 


were ſetting after dinner, and talking on that 
deareſt of ubjects, ſhe ſhe ſpoke 2s folloõwe. 
The proſpeRt of your udion with a man ſo 


eftimgþle, Harriet, gives, as you may well ima- 


| 70 moſt heart- felt delight to me but I am 
0 


rry to find your ſanguige diſpoſition looks 
forward to that period as the end of every care 


which will unfold many to you unknown be- 


fore: Not that I would caſt the leaſt damp on 


yaur innocent hopes of happineſs, but you can 

not be perfectly ſo. I blame you not for in- 
dulging the idea; I know it is natural for you. 

ta figure to yourſelf ſatisfactions greater than 
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can ei in möttaltty. Ten thoufand "ings 
Way, ihfetvehe to diſtuth, if not break in upony 
yout domeftick Hathiony. I once thought, 
_ When'TThould be united to your father, every 
painful ſenfation would be baniſhed from my 
dofom, but experience taught me many that 
before had been total ſtrangers. The cares and 
Anxiettes öf the wife und mother, continually = 
hung upon my mind, and efbittered my mo- 
ments. Iba Khow 1 once told You 1 Would 
relate the ctrwumfeaneks of ty fife after mar- 
Hage; Whole before 1 . thought heceffaty to 
inform you ôf wen 1 ald; But now, ir Jon 
CC 
I affured ber nothing would give me greater 


pleaſure han to hear her detail, and The went 
C75 42 Wh 43 08 & - 2&1 . | 29 ; . $$, 
on as follows. e od es ated 
. For a twelvemonth after my union with 
your father, our days pafſed in one continued 
P ES ddl. oft 1224144 af s I UF Nin 3 
ſcene of 14 ight and love. His paſſion for me 
was excelfive, nor did I feel tels affection: 
our happineſs was compleat within ourfelves, 
and we both ſighed for the peaceful ſolitude of 
the country; where we might enjoy it undif- 
»: oli Sa £10 dia 13 1: 13-437 49 Tae 
turbed. Accordingly, as we were then at 
Teng; e it #07110 14799 
peace, and the Colonel entirely at leiſure, we 
Rr DS ee ieee CIR nn 
left London, and retired to a ſeat of his, ſome 
diſtance from the capital. Here we lived for 
fix months, in a ſtate of perfect felicity': a- 


* 
ol 
. 


N 
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bout this time a gentleman came to viſit the | 
Colonel, who had been a great while out of 


| N England. Mr. Hamilton Was a man of large 


fortune, and faſhionable. morals; ; \potwith- 
ſtanding Which he was generous and good- na- 
tured. The Colonel eſteemed him very much. 


[ he received him with the utmoſt affection, and 
: introduced him to me as a man he regarded as 
his moſt intimzte friend: 1 conſequently 


* him with every diſtinction in my pow 
My behaviour delighted Colonel Abin- 


— and for three months, (all which time 
Mr. Hamilton ſtaid with us] we enjoyed the 


moſt delightful peace and harmony. His con- 
duct to me was ever attentively reſpe&ful and 


| polite, and to your father affectionate to a de- 
gree. My dear Abinton and myſelf were too 


happy in each: other to think of mixing in, the 


S world, and we determined to paſs the 


winter in the country: we did fo, and early i in 


the following ſpring our happineſs was increa- 


ſed by the birth of my Harriet. This circum- 
ſtance elated the Colonel, and the real affec- 
tion he laviſhed on me grew to a degree of adora- 
tion. He wrote to his friend Hamilton an ac- 
count of his happineſs; he returned an anſwer 


filled with congratulations, and begged to 


Rand"! for the child, telling us he would attend 
In perſon on the joyful occaſion: he came, 


and your ebriſtening was celebrated o_ every 
Cow. 
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expreſſion of joy. Soon after this my huſband 
received orders to join his regiment, which 
was ſuddenly commanded to Gibraltar. This 
vas the firſt unfortunate ſtroke I had received, 
and I could not ſupport it with any degree of 


philoſophy.. The Colonel was not leſs affected. 


than myſelf, but endeavoured to be more com- 


poſed. Hamilton appeared the ſymphathizing 


friend, and and ſtrove by a variety of methods 
to ſoften our parting, or at leaſt to make us athink 
leſs of it. . 
The night before your father left me; acer 
fone he addreſſed. his friend as follows. 
Hamilton, you have been the beſt of friends 


tome; I am going to repoſe a truſt in you that 


.no other man in the world I ſhould think wor- 
thy of; but I know on you I may depend. 
You muſt be the protector of my wife and child; 


till it ſhall pleaſe heaven to ſuffer my return, 


and if 1 never ſhould,. endeavour to comfort 
my Harriet. Remember, continued: he, 1 truſt 
you with more than my life, and as a friend 

preſerve it. He wru: 43 his hand with the ut= 
moſt earneſtneſs, and walked: backwards-and- 


forwards, . hardly able to ſupport himſelf. 


Colonel, anſwered Mr. Hamilton, may e? 
very plague torment me, if I do not protece 
and guard Mrs. Abinton; as far as my power 


will extend, from every evil.“ I am ſatisfied; 


replĩed the Colonel: chou: art a noble fellows, 


I HT 7 and. 


* 
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and T'ſhall leave my wife with mueh leſs re- 
gret, now I am aſſured ſhe will not be unpro- 
tected. When 1 was alone with your father, 
I remonſtrated againft Mr. Hamilton as a pro- 
tector, leſt the world ſhould repreſent it mali- 

Golly, He laughed at my ſeruples, and ſaid 

nothing but the certainty of my having one 
that would guard me from every inſult —_ - 
make him quit the kingdom as he ought. As 
I found eee King GAP; 1 no 
more againſt it. 

I will pafs over our We eben barg 1 
Harriet, as it would only affect us both unne- 
cefſarily. After the Colonel's departure my 
time vras entirely engroſſed by you: I attended 
vou myſelf, and found an alleviation of my 
ſorrows in that agreeable employment. Mr. 
Hamilton was obliged to go to town immedi- 
ately after the Colonel left us, on buſineſs of 
His own, which detained him a month, during 
which time I had tolerably recovered my ſpi- 
rits, and receixed him with chearfulnefs on 
his return. He ſtrove to amuſe me as much as 
poſſible. . A letter from the Colonel encreaſed 
my tranquillity, and I endeavoured to make Mr. 
Hamilton's ſtay in dhe country agreeable to 
* In compliment to him I viſited a good 
deal, but my chief delight was in nurſing my 


Harriet, which Mr. Hamilton, likewiſe, was 
very f. of. The regard he expreſſed for 


4 6 vou 


o 
2 
$ 
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omnting oft new beauties in his fiiyourite;” aud 
y that means never Filed we deligtt e. 
Your father kad been abſent thfet moriths, ty) s] 
of which his friend had been conſtantly with me; 
and by bis civility and Miduity to oblige; Bad 
made bimſelf neceſſry th my happineſs ; When, 
one day, after dirmer, I'obſeried him ühcoch- 
monly dejected, and with feal concern en- 
quired the reaſon of it. Miſtakitig my motive, 
no doubt, for ſo tarheſt an enquiry, he pre- 
Tumed to anſwer me in theſe Words: « A0 is 
it poſfible, Mrs. Abinton, you mould have ſo 
long known me, and not have difcovered à 
fecret that I could not conceal? In vain 1 
endeavoured to reſiſt your attractions, iy 
rebellious feelings were tos pbwerfüll for 
teaſon, and 1 found T loved you.” „ Hea- 
vens! extlaimed I, what is it 1 hear! Is this 
the man trüſted by my pbot deladed Abintvh 
with the cate of his wife! he tat mould pra- 
| tect me from infults, inſults ine in che groſſeſt 
manner. Recolle& yourſelf, Mr. Hibkiltoh, 
and difavow thoſt horrid words that juſt eſcaped 
you.” No, 'madaty, anſwered he, I will 
avow them: 1 glory in my attachment to tlie 
moſt lovely of women; nor ſhall the united 
| force of mankind oblige me to ſay the contraty.. - 
The Colonel has himſelf to thank only for ex- 
poſing me to ſueh temptations; he is no mote 
* friend, Row my _ rival in your affec- 


5 | | tions. 
6 55 | 
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tions.“ Iwas ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſnment, 
and the villain proceeded. «© My paſſion, ma- 
dam, is beyond all bounds,. and if. you will 
conſent to make me happy, my whole fortune 
is your sz if not, all I have to do is to perſuade 
the world J have been bleſſed with your fa- 

IC vours, which will be no difficult matter, as 1 

1 have had the honour of reſiding ſo long in the 
ſame houſe with you. 4% Execrable villian.! 

_ cried I, weeping, thou haſt undone my re- 
poſe,” Not if you will act like a. prudent 
woman, anſwered he: the Colonel will be en- 
tirely ignorant. of our connexion, if he ſhould 
return, and: then what harm is done? Mon- 
ſter! replied I, with. indignation; do'ſt thou 
imagine I would in thought wrong that bef} 
of men, whom thou haſt baſely deceived? Nay, 
were he a-villian great as you, my ſoul would 
ſtart at injuring his honour; therefore, leave 
me inftantly,;or I will expoſe you to the whole 
world.. Wie will moſt be injured, ma- 
dam, anſwered be, by ſuch a conduct? Vou 
may therefore purſue it, if you pleaſe : I will 
leave you, and return to London for a few 
YZ days, during which time I hope you will bet- 
| - ter conſider of what I have propoſed, and fave . 
| your reputation. I deigned not to give him 

an anſwer, but walked out of the room, and 

Wn ſoon after had the ſatisfaction to ſee him de- 

U part, with his ſervants and equipage, I now 

ns ok 5 Was. 
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— 
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continued three days a prey to uncertainty; 
when had a more terrible eauſe for diſtreſs, 


if that was poſſible, A letter wrote in x 
ſtrange hand, on the fourth morning aften 


the departute of Mr. Hamilton, was brought 
me. I opened it with agitation; it was 


from the Celonel's | ſervant, informing ma 


he died by the accidental firing of a gun, a 
ſhort time paſt.” I read. no more than to this 
horrid period, but fell: ſenſeleſs on the floor, 


and continued in fits for a whole day and night. 


The firſt object I ſaw on my recovery was 


Hamilton by my bedſide. I ſtarted with diſguſt 
at ris. appearance, and looked on him with 


horror: he aſſumed an air of. tenderneſs; 


pretended” infinite regret for his paſt con: 
duct, and condoled with me on the death 
of my beloved Abinton.. I begged him to 
leave me to myſelf, which; after much per- 
ſuaſion, he: did. I enquired how he came to 
know of my loſs, and my maid informed me; 


that frightened out of their wits at my illneſs, 


they had diſpatched one of the men for Mr. 
Hamilton, with the letter I had received; and 


that he came directly. I had prudence enough 
to command myfelf before them, but in their 


abſence indulged myſelf to the utmoſt. For 


three weeks I was reduced ſo low, that my life 


voy 
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was plunged in the utmoſt perplexity, and 
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was deſpaired of; but after that pace I gor 
better. Vouth, and a naturally good conſti- 
tution, overcame the exceſſive ſorrow with 
which I was oppteſſed, and I determined to 
rid my houſe of the baſe deſtroyer, of my repoſe. 
_ -E therefore inſiſted he ſhould leave me; i vain 
be begged Ewould accept his hand, and. laid his 
vile propoſal to the exceſs of his paſſion and 
deſpair. I continued reſolute: at laſt he told 
me the fortume of my daughter was in his 
power, and unleſs I conſented to give him my 
hand, ſhe gever 17 77855 receive 1 berieſs 111 
that. IEEE Yi 

AL e e s 6 my dev cebeneE 
Abinton had left him guardian to my Harriet, 
a joint truſt with me; and when I threatened 
to have it decided by law, he ſwore he would: 
proclaim to the whole world that we had been 


eriminally intimate. I cannot tell you how 


much I deſpiſed this deteſtable man; and there- 
fore, defying him, I determined to run every 
hazard from his baſe, unmanly threatening, 
rather than be — to * ern po- 
l. 


ee The joltiture' frithed bir mo by your fithicy 
np: very conſiderable, beſides the fortune he 


left me as his wife; I therefore determined to 
leave Primroſe-Hill, (which was the name of 
the Colonel's ſeat)” and go to an old houſe of 
my own, which is the very one we are in at 


ey 


» 5 
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tho' greatly out of repair, Ireſolved to have it 

properly fitted up, and reſide here conſtantly. 
| Accordingly I ſet people about it: before it was 
com pleated, the vile Mr. Hamilton died of a fall 
from his horſe; He begged my furgiveneſs 
with his lateſt, breath, and acknowledged the 
injury he had done, both to the Colonel and 
me; as a ſmall reparation for the inſults he had 
offered me, he begged my acceptance of ten 
thouſand pounds, which were accordingly paid 
a ſhort time after his deceaſe. 

I ſold Primroſe-Hill, as it was no lon 
pleaſing to me; and when my houſe at Elm- 
wood was ready for my reception, I came hither 
with my Harriet, and the ſervants that had li- 

ved with me ever fince my marriage. In this 
peaceful retirement I had leiſure to lament Co- 
lonel Abinton, and to inſtruct the opening 
mind of my child, and lead her to virtue and 
happineſs. Theſe two things have been my 
conſtant employment from the day 1 came 
here to the preſent hour“. f 

HFere my mother ſtopped: 1 bend to 699 
5 every improvement from her ſtory, and not de- 
pend too much on happineſs in my union with 

Sir James. How I ſhall part with my amiable 
mother, I know not: I begin to feel a thou- 
and uneaſineſſes already about it: ſhe is no 
leſs * to loſe my but * her- 
ſelf 


— — — — —— ———-—ê — — 
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| If better. We are to go to-morrow to take 
leave of Sir Robert Arthur and that family; 
and the next day is devoted to Mr. Mortimer. 
I may, perhaps, write one more letter to you, 
before I have the pleaſure _ —_ Fn : but 
now I muſt bid 8 adieu. 
8 Ever your's, : 
Thy "a | 9443-68 1 Hana AnmToR- 
$ir EDWwARD WIIUOr to 255 | eite 
Ks, NN orf. 
Px ESUMING on the privilege allowed 
me by the moſt amiable of women, I ſet down | 
to inform her I am well; and ſhould have done 
it much ſooner, but I have been engaged in a 
very melancholy ſcene, and could not compoſe 
myſelf ſufficiently to addreſs you. On'my ar- 
rival at this city, I haſted immediately to my 
aunt Wilmot's houſe: J had many obliga- 
tions to this lady, and felt infinite concern 
when the ſervants told me her life was not ex- 
peel. Notwithſtanding their repreſentations, 
I did got expect to find her ſo bad: ſhe was 
ſpeechleſs, and knew me not. I determined 
to ſet up with her that night, hoping ſhe might 
have an interval of reaſon. Towards the 
morning I ſaw ſhe endeavoured to ſpeak; 1 


took her cold hand, and enquired concerning 
e 


* 4 
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: her health. With much, difficulty ſhe pro- | ; 
| nounced: the fix following words, in a low 


feeble-yoire;; : My dear Edward, adieu for 
ever Ver- then ſighing, ſhe ſlept to wake no more. 


I was infinitely; ſhocked at this melancholy 


ught, and with a heart oppreſſed with ſorrow, £42: 


left the room. My mind and body were ſo 
much fatigued, I was obliged to go immedi- 
ately to bed: a ſlight fever enſued, which was 
the real cauſe of my ſilençe. When I have 
ſettled the affairs of Mrs. Wilmot, I ſhall re- | 
turn to town, for no ſatisfaction ean I find 
where you are not. Our laſt conyerſation to- 
gether, fovely Adeline, bas, more than ever 
convinced me, that without your. ſociety life 
would, not be ſupportable.:. the tender. and 
conſiderate manner you behaved. to me at Bell- 
mont-abbey, the, laſt time. I. ſaw you, delights 
me on the remembrance; and 1 find, that tho 
not bleſſed. in your acceptance. as à lover, I 
| thall ever glory in the. flattering, diſtinction 
vou honour, me with. Fes, charming Miss 
Belville, your tender, your affectionate 
friend 1 muſt ever be. The man who! has 
loved you, nay ſtill loves | vou with the 
fondeſt affection, muſt be miſerable from 
you. My very ſoul hangs on yon; ſuffer me 
this once to ſay ſo. I knew no; ho dear you 
was to me, till the laſt night we ſpent together; 
he noble frankneſs, and kind. preference you 
ws 
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honoured me with, convinced my heart of the 
full extent of its feelings in your favour. 
When you left the Abbey, I felt as if the bet- 
ter pare of myſelf was gone: In vain did Arun- 
del ſtrive to comfort me; in vain he urged I 
ought to be comforted, from the uncommon 
diſtinction Thad received from you. Lacknow- 

tedged the juſtneſs of the obſervation, my adored 
Adeline, but could not bring my mind to the 
placid ſtate of contentment, © I walke# about 
| the grove till mbar tio in "= j uy 
Friend following” mie 

vou make Vote ag Aid be, you ate 


not more unhappy "Thani" before ; "nay, lels ſo : 
has not the” Fair Belvitle gen you her 
Winphiry'the Whole events? * why ure you not 
ſatidfied ?' haue not T more reafon to complain? 
due bes hardly caſt· a lob on me, and yet I ut- 

ier not a GHifcontented -exprefiion,? „ Alas, 

Harry anfrerei I, is that very attention 
with which ſhe honbured me, chat has given 
bitch tu this unenſiheſs. 1 Kit? Mie canndt 
Je me; yet Tan diſtracted left Me ſhould re- 


Fal any one in my adſence, With a Targer 


Mare of tendetneſs than ſhe does me. Perhaps 
tome accident may happen to prevent our meet- 
ing ugain: In ſhort, Arundel, I cannot account 
for my ſenſations at this moment; I am happy 
at her kind behaviour, but yet I feel, 1 know 
| * e — . 
W 
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draw it.” My kind and indulgent | friend 11 
ſtrove to abatemy concern,” and at length per- 8 1 
ſuaded me to come into the houſe. All the  ! 

night we paſſed in talking of you, a ſubject in 
which Lord Arundel delights as much a8 my : bk 

- Rf. Will you forgive me, charming Miſs 11 
Belville, for writing theſe matters ſo. indiffer · i! 

ent to you? but to my beart they are of, infiy | 
nite importance. 4 have a favour to ſue. for. | 
and I flatter myſelf y ou will grant it; chat is, 

to honour the trifle which accompanies this, 
with your. acceptance. My aunt had many 

curioſities, which her affeZtian, has given to met 

this from che reſt I have ſelected as moſt morthy 

2. .natice: reflect, magam, that in allowing 

une ip the cloſet. of your dreſſing room: 3 

py will make happy a man who,beypod, in- 

If prefers ou. 

I ſhall Rag the pleaſure of ſing you ver 
ſpeedily, and will not -mortify myſelf by in- 
dulging the idea, that this ſmall mark of my 

eſteem will be refuſed. I am, amiable and 

n MG ee 1 5 Ancarely: de- 
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72 Buavazus to. Mike An ron # 


© 1 Portman-fquere. 


Yo! UR laſt, Haba gave the moſt plea- 
furable ſenſations to my heart that you can 
Imagine; I will certainly meet you on Friday, 
twenty miles on the other ſide London; Lord 
Arundel will attend me. We were at — 
when your letter was brought me; Sir Harry, 
Mr. and Mrs. Evelin, and your Adeline, made 
up the party; I begged leave to read the letter, 
and aroſe for that purpoſe; it was evident, the 
contents gave me fatisfation, . From Miss 
Abinton, Madam, I prefume ö ſaid Sir 
Harry. Fou are right, Sir. Is the da "ay 
fixed for her coming to town?” my dear, cri 

Mrs. Evelin. Friday, Madam, faid I, I 
mean to meet her.“ Will you give me 
leave to attend you, Miſs Belville * faid Sir 
Harry. 1 thank you, Sir, but I have 
promiſed Lord Arundel, and [ muſt not dif- 
appoint his Lordſhip in every thing. «© Now; 
Madam, replied he, with an angry ſmile, no 
perſon but him is honoured with the leaſt 
notice.” * You wrong the beauteous Ade- 
line, brother, interrupted Mr. Evelin, ſhe is 
by no means particular in her notice.” 


Favaurs 
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Nat, * al ej tic extends, 


Of ſhe rejefts, but never once offends ; . 


Brigbi as the ſun, her eyes the gazers firike,' 
Aua, like the ſun, 77 ſhine on all alike. | 


© Or that 1 complain, Mr. Evelin, ne 
Sir Harry, with a frown ; was ſhe more par- 
ticular, I ſhould be happier ; but ſhe torments 
me now beyond all bearing.“ « You have 
no right to complain at all, Sir Harry Evelin, 
retorted I; ſurely, I am not to account to you 


for the company IL keep.” He ſeemed amazed 


at the tone in which 1 ſpoke, and aſſumed a 


gentler manner. He approached me, and taking 
my hand with the utmoſt reſpect, “ Pardon, 
lovely Miſs Belville, ſaid he, my want of po- 
liteneſs; my diſappointinent betrayed me into 
a behaviour, for Wbich I ought to be aſhamed ; 

impute it to that, I beſeech you, and to no gr 
figned diſreſpect. » T'was not inexorable; and 
we were once more friends. Mrs. Evelin ſaid 
many polite things concerning your coming, as 


did her huſband, who does every thing in his- 


porrer to make my reſidence agreeable ; "the 
offered toiprepare an apartment 10 you 3 but I 
aſſured her, you had rather partake of mine, 


and in chat, I believe, I was right. 1 


ſhould have deſired you in my laſt, to have ſaid 


ea 2 the venere Me: Mor- 


timer, 


4 


him, from the bottom. of my heart I thank 
him, that he has deigned to accept. my offered 


friendſhip; and that the ſtudy uf my life: ſhall 


inches, about four high, and three broad 
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timer, but I forgot it; be ſo good as to tell 


be to merit his eſteem. I ſtrall anticipate with 
Joy the time that will bring me to his dwell- 


ing, and ſhall-regard his pprobation. of me ay 
a particular dil iſtinction. 
I have &, letter from Gir Edward Wilmot, 


| 5 end you; the preſent men tionad in 


t was very elegant; a ſmall gold eabinet inJaid 


- with mother-of-pearl,. and ornamented with 


diamonds in ſeyeral parts; the workmatnſhip 
the moſt delicate Leerer beheld; the:dimen» 
ſons. of the cabinet ate not more: than eight 


within the two gold doors, are two of chaſed 
filyer beautifully decorated; 4 miniature of 
a loyely boy was in one of the drawers, which 


from the aſtoniſfiing likeneſs I think is Sin 
Edwards ; „ it was. drawn when, he was very 


young, ifi it is his; but the ſame countenance 


appears AS. now z, L. fancy; he was ignorant of 5 
the cabiner's contents;, or he would: not chave 


| 14 it ta Fs 3. however, I, will let him ma 


N re-the Kut time Lise him. Vou 
my — there will be-no,cedaſion:for 
- 1 1 28 your curioſity, as he will return moſt 
ly, ſoon after . you. :reach, London I haut 


= ubs 5 he will. W 
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you; will. more particularly honour him with 
it. Reeg un your: ſpirits, my dear girl, in this 


ſaparation.. from your mother, and reflect how 


infinitely happy, yaur ſeciety will make your 
Adeline. I. will. certaiply. return with you; te 
Elm- Monk erdnin the, 2 in * mean 


viſorꝛp no dthen than: Admira Harriſon, 
William toldime - afem days ago, an old gen- 


lage was ouglt, they! propoſed! retiring, but 
E: infiſted e they ſhould ſtay; L Was foon con- 
vincock hy tha rumhlint on the ſtairs, and · an 
thi i; wink of. damn ydu poawder-monkey; 


R 
ll. Git ill, ben 
before. N can lay ee vou; L wiſh 


we allaroſe Sit 


all your rooms, were upon groend floors 3 for = 
this climbing plays. the devil wih my gout.” 


Srl 6d Ano oi” SHRED: e ot Had 


283 


your pity, he has. already; his qualifications 
demand the regard; of every good heart, and 


. a to 2 the! at. 
Sesahle pain; :::: $7 tt 
dcs [i wrote laſt I hate had un dagen 


tleman beggod to ſpeak with me; I. uns fitting. 
with Mrs: Evelm, Mric Duncanhon and Eord 
Aruadebini giy:drefings room ; when the meſs 


warls, than: climbing upethe ſid of a 
Dim etz“ ie soul, be noc other than 


muſt reo breath 
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4 Had 1 known it had: been 


io receive you. * 140, Would! you, Adeti 


| bad ſorn a feu nfter L. Sed Hir ff MAG 
Belville was to be ſeen ?” „ Miſs Belville to be 


\ f 
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been you, my dear 
Sir, ſaid I, I would aas have come down 
Adeline? 
why, that is right; L am in 4 good humour 


enough, as you did net mean to treat me diſ- 
reſpectfully; but, what in che name of 'Beel- 
 2ebub, have you got a French fellow below? 


a long meagre looking 'Taſcal { opened the door 
to me, with his hair as white as a ſheet, who 
eyed me from head to foot, and ſtared as if he 


ſeen, Sir! repeated the dog; pulſing down 
his dangling ruſſtes; indeed, cannot: tell, 


but I will call one of her ſervants.“ He 
was going, but with the end of my hook 
Rick I pulled him back. Not know, Sir, 


whether a perſon is at home that is in the fame 
houſe with you | tell mie that again, you 
raſcal, and T will make you eat this icane;.'as 
I would a piece of ſalt-· beef. The paltry dog 


Was frightened, and kept bawiling 4 Winam 
At laſt William came up, and recellecting 


His 
face to be tolerably honeſt} and an Englith 
it @ little abated my: paſſom j J ſent fm up- 


you; while T kept guard ovivihe Iiir thenttl 


ling/poltroon ; and finding you 


wat to he ſeen, 


made him march befere, Which cauſed the et- 
dFlamation you heard upon the ſtairs; as T 
Wen he was _— me * ny how- 
ever, 
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ever, I beg your pardon, couſin, for it, and 
the reſt of the good company. But tell me, 
Adeline, if that tall thin fellow is not a French - 
man?“ « No, indeed, Sir, faid I, we have 
not a foreign ſeryant in the houſe,” . That, 
mult be a lye, by G. -d excla'med the Ad- 
miral; for there is not an Engliſhman living 4 
who is ſuch a Toward as that raſcal below ;_ 
could find in my heart to have him flogged bor 
an hour, by two of my ſtrongeſt men, for his 
cowardice.” We had much difficulty in ap- 
peaſing the anger of the Admiral, which at laſt 
we effected; when I could ſeize a moment, I 
enquired. after his health, and hoped it was, 
mended. Why fo, fo, my dear, anſwered he; 
but what does that ſignify to you? the ſooner 
I am turfed, the ſooner you will have my 
eſtate, you know ; To there will be no great. 
reaſon for ſorrow on your part, Adde. « In- 
deed, my dear Sir, anſwered I, that event. 
will give me infinite pain; nor would the po- 
ſeſſion of your fortune, were it ten times 
larger than it is, in any degree make amends 
for your loſs.“ . You are a yery good girl, 
couſin Belville, anſwered he, 5214 ſo was. 
your mother ; a true Engliſh heart have, 
to be ſure, as well as an Engliſh countenance ; >. 
.none of your French fooliſh vifages, that look 
as if they had neither ſenſe, nor any thing elſe; 
but that is neither here nor there: die I 14 
W.. e and 
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d I can, tell. you one 14 Adeline, if 1 


had twenty times as much as I haye, it thould. 
every farthing | be your's.;. you, obliged. me ſa 
much, in not going to that F rench court, that 
would certainly | have made you a rebel, and a 
Catholic into the bargain, that was my father 
alive, 1 would give you my eſtate before him 3. 
nothing like truſting old and, experienced 
officers to lead you; and you | have done juſt as 
1 would have. you.” 0 Miſs Betville, Sir, 
ſaid my Lord, is the moſt amiable of women, 
and endeavours to make all her friends happy.” 
hy What, you have diſcovered that, Sir, have 
you ? anſwered he, perhaps you wiſh ſhe 
ſhould make you her pilot through life, but i it 


wor? t. do; ſhe has refuſed a, friend of mine, 


Sir, r, 2s good. an officer as any in the navy, and 
you Sill hardly be preferred to Captain Thun 
der.“ He caſt no very favourable glances at my 


| Lord. I was in a onies, leſt he ſhould ſay, 
| ſomething diſreſpeat ul. to him; 1 therefore 


aroſe, and walked to the Admiral : Give me 
leave, Sir, ſaid I, to introduce the Earl of 
Arundel to you; % nobleman you have heard 
me mention. ” 4% Ho, ho, Adeline, is this he? 
I'thought ſo; I will be cat-o'-nine-tailed if I | 
did not. Well, Your ſervant, my Lord, your 
ſervantt,” £ 

© The earl politely paid his compliments, and 


YT heaxt Was eaſy when he Was known to the 


Admi- | 
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Admiral; we preſſed him to favour us with his 
company ta ditiner; but he wouliꝭ not, he ſaid 
he was to dine with Thunder; and ſet out early 
in the rnoon for his-own-houſe ; but that 
Fg call him; to to 
th. us, Hs aroſe te 
ol}. Hartes, couſins 
ſaid he; 7 t chll ny fellow: with, the French 
countenance, unleſs you have a. mind. I ſhould 
knock his brains aut, but let old. ſober, fades. 
open the door for me. , I attended him to. the 
carriage Fa and, received many ex preſſi- 
ons of eſteem, from him; be ſaid; when. the, 
Captain, was was, gOnes, 1 which. would; be ſoon, 
he ſhould think. might come andritay.2;njght 
or two with him: I promiſed. I would; and, 
we parted, I returned to my drefling-roam, 
where, we had a hearty laugh.at. the ſingularity 
of the Admiral, I find, Charlotte; returns. in a 
few days: 1 am impatient to ſee her, Mx. and 
Mrs. Aimworth come with her; the Colonel 
of courſe; I muſt leave you to go down fairs ; 
a number of mPFRIng, riſitors wait in the 
TPO: EE 

N Yours afeftionately,; r 


* 51 4% 


b Aas: hunt. 
in. 1 a Mit. 


eee ee ABILLDY, 


zit 11310 2 en Xt 91 1851 ei: . 14 34 Li. nb 
f 2; * rg: gr 4.65 wee 


* 
76) * 1 i Th 1 
* © * 3 ai wt 4 * . — 4 # & . 1 
* * 


1 ry o * 
* A 4 9 * N 7 = * = # n 60 „„ 134 
7 IT ; , "4 0 


x 115 Allee ſet down to write, rage 
Colbie. 'I know not how to arr range my 
thoights; they are infinitely fad; ; T have partel 

both from Mr. Mortimer 401 Emil a; the par- 
ticulars of the former Icannot deſchiße. *but 
che latter, not being fo very intereſting, Twill 
endeayour at. We went to Trout: Hall, 3 48 was 
fixed. Sir James, all life and ſp irits, which 

Was not the caſe with me; Emilia ia and Eh 
him and Mr. Sydley to laugh at the "gravity 6 | 

Miſs Betty Thompſon (who is ſometimes very 
prim), and trolled about the fields; Emilla 
was low as well as myſelf; J aſked\ her the 
reaſon of it ſhe did the ſame to me. With the 
greateſt freedom, T told her it arofe from the 
neceſſity of leaving my mother. 1 mutt 
* 2 Noa for that, Miſs bn, e 
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you lobe: and an ou are beloved. What 
a happy ſituation is your's! while I---but 
forgive” me, Madam, continued ſhe ; 
ſhould I ſeek to involve you in diſtreſs on my 
account * ue zac * Proceed, my dear Emilia, ſaid 
: 1I᷑, taking 
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6 making? her by the hand; 1 have obſerved 
ſome painful ſecret hangs upon your mind, 
that would receive alleviation from its being 
imparted to ulfriend; in me you may confide; 
believe me} "Miſs'Stanhopey I am inecapable f 
violating a truſt repoſed in me. % I am 
tonvinced you are, ſaid ſhe 5) and Wil, there · 
fore lay open myrart to your. inſpection: ye 
muſt have obſerved; continued Ihe; N 
and caſting her eyes on the ground), à pre- 
ference I feel. fer Mr. Arthur; nay, 1 ths, 
lieve I once ina manner acknowledged lt a 
from that fatal preference; my preſent u | 
noſs ariſes, and yet he Toves me dende 
«61 Whit then makes you ame find J. 
$I 2will' tell / you; —— ſhe;'m y mother 
brought us down here, with- an Mienen "of 
murryihg my ſiſter in proper time to Nr. 
Mithür ; he had never ſeen me; büt ber often. 
Naney makes not the leaſt objection to the 
rhared7; bat regards tte amiable Harry, a5 
much as her nature will allow. Miſs Arthur 
is violent for the marriage, and Sir "Robert 
likewiſe greatly ap approves” it; as my mother 
aneans to give her ten ; thouſand Pounds mort 
than my father Heft her! Before MH Arthifr 
knew me; he hadypin a „promiſed His 
aunt he would ebmply; but f would ruh 
any hazard, rather than 2 me,; this rern 
ee miſerable, My generous Harry would 
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haye.ms fly with him, but I cannot conſent to 
act fa baſely and it he ſhauld avew his ſen- 
timents in mytfavoux, it will enrage wy mo+ 
ther againſt me, tora degree ofiphreny, and 
maße her behaviour ſilk: more inſupportable 
thanſat preſent: ¶ amithe child of: her hatoed 
already,! and:/when he fins in: me the rival of 
her, favorite her: nage witlcktow mo; baubds.! 
dam in Jiguid, ſaxrow,; I dtrote de comfort 
ber, put in ſucka-caſe, what: could I fay'? t 
; perſuade her to. fy». would chaye been baſe;; 
Sydlex, 10 flatter, her, ſhe would Ser be var 
cones ; to herrupion. with; Arthur; :1there> 
fore told. ber, it was. a point too delicate Hor 
me to adviſe gn, and her own judgment wa 
beſt diced. per,, << I thank, ꝓnu, ſaid. ſhe, For 
Your, g999-natured  endeayours. to anifhi the 
melancholy. thet anyades, my; heart, but it i 
not to be done. I have; ſtrove 46: recomnile 
Mr, Arthur to the idea, of .loſing; me, have 
endeayoured to make. him fulfil his engage» 
ments. with my family, and his own, dyanare 
y ing my ſiſter but he is deaf tomy intreatiess 
and w east, no fee ſhall make him quitmez = 
Abat;unleſs his father will conſent. to make him 
abroad: this terrifies me (beyond; idea. I well 
na che influence Miſs Arthur has over her 
” brother; 
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brother; me will not ſuffer him t6 recede from 
bis firſt engagement; and perhaps they may 
drive the unfortunate Harry to ſeek his death in 
the army. Oh, Miſs Abinton ! how willingly 
would 1 forego all hopes of being his, to pre- 
Tetve him from the dangers which threaten him, 
if tie'hoult' put his deſign in execution; and 
that 416 part of His family will conſent to what 
be withes, 1 um bär tod fure.“ I begged her 
permiſibn to Impaft "cle" Rtustion to Bir 
James, who has a great Influence over Arthur; 

but ſlie deſired T would not, till we were in 
London, and then ſhe fflould be obliged to ne 
for lo doing: After this," a3 we faw the Pet 


her tears were always ready to flow, let the 
occaſion be what it would; but for all that, 
ſhe was an hypocrite.” Emilia mildly an- 
Jwered, Indeed, Madam, they are at pre- 
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ſent diQated by my feelings, and wear no dic. 
guiſe.” She would have gone on to oppreſs 
her, but Mr. Sydley engaged her attention, 
by exciting her anger againſt himſelf; I could 
have worſhipped him for his 200d-nature, 28 | 
it greatly relieved the apprehenſions of Emilia- 
1 was very penſive all the way home, which 
Sir James and my mother kindly allowed for; 
the former ſpends all his time with us; and 
by the kindeſt arguments, ſtrives to reconcile 
bis Harriet to her ſeparation from the beſt of 
, parents; Ly the, fortitude of my mother aſſiſts 
him, but all is in vain; I believe, I. was 
formed unuſually weak, 2nd liable 6 > foftim- 
 preflions ; z triſſes make y uncaſineſa, and be- 
neęath areal diftreſs, I Tok without reſiſtance 
but 1 will no longer take u your time: this is 
che laſt letter I ſhall wiite to my Adeline, moſt 
 Vkely by the name of Abinton ; ; for when once 
| we meet, we ſhall n not. again. part till I change 
it; how bappy ſhould that proſpect make me 
9 Rog I am aſhamed to acknowledge juſt now 
I have not a pleaſing. idea, all wears. a face 
of Ladneſs. Adieu. 1 will. write Ko more 
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ir kanar Enix: to Captain MonT4A6ve, 


? 


att 31 434; 4011 1 ) 46) Falle 1 'Y 14 bie 
beton u wal ut e 3 auoh 20 dane, 
4 'B 1 IE vals S 7 — +64ſ 
A UT por 5 Aer | 


= proteſtations, hal es 1. la 1 65 775 
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the arts of a {imple girl, I ſhall. be ready to 
diſteoy bim, and the whole world ;, he is Sa 
ever at m brather's houſe; j attends. Adeline wt 

| mY pu c' TO and nothing can be done 
Wiendut WH 'My- ſiſter aſſures me 1 Rave 
nothing to fear; that Miſe Belville is too 
ſtrongly attached to the memory of Mr. 2 8529 


une, cver to admit another lover; the” has 


told her a parcel of ſtuff of her former A riiggles, 
20d who her belive the that nbjer | 
entertain” thoughts "of” the Le # 755 7 
intsgiged Mrs.” Evelm Knew fothethir 0 f the 
World, and her own ſex in particular ; ut ! 
find” ſhe is to be perſuaded ta any thing; g the 
pitied the ſufferings of tlie gentle Audi, ſo · 
much, that T expected to hear her tay, Ys 8. 
| ore me; however, i it was not 
bad; the only told me, that as Miſs Betville 
Had Tepoſed à confidence in her, ſhe eould not 
diſtreſs her, by openly pleading in.my favours 
er that of any other man; but ſhe would give 
«4 St11140 1 7 is I: e 
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me every opportunity to plead my own cau ie, 
that wes: in ber hoer; this ſaticficdane,) and 
told her, I wiſhed for no more from her. Miſs 
Belyille expects a young lady i in town, a friend 
of her's, and a very. lovely gi Zirl, as the tells me. 
The acc Wimme my filter, ſhe pro- 
a p97 100 Abinton ; I Was p 100 ent an 


offere my altendance, Without 4 
being re uſed; but was anſwered, the had 
oufly promiſedLord Arundel, and could not dif- 
Phot in. Mortißed to the foul, Lanſwer- 
| ile "which 1 diſpleaſed, the lovely de- 
Tins 7 1240 perceived 1 my. mote and apolo 
my im Ir but bet = Bets 0 U 14 
Tutely W Wy my brother, (who : | 
way is returned) muſt beg Miſs Bache 75 
at chat moment to play on the harplichard.z. be 3. 
obliged him in wy aud ee draws 
7 ounds | ;from.t joſtrymens, 2 almoſt divine, 
was not. in a humour to be pleaſod; as if the 
oy had determined to, plague me, he directed 
eps of the man I hated at that moment, 
to 1 houſe. Before my lovely inſlaver aroſe 
from the 11 the name of Lord 
; Fanden amp throug h my breaſt, and 
could haye ſtabbed the fellow for announcing 
| it. 1 hoped to haye had an opportunity of en- 
joying Miſs Belville's converſation ſome part 
of the evening ; but his appearance put an end 
EM thoſe hopes. She received him with _— 


Ul 
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neſs; as I thought; that eut me to the Toul ; 
be begged her company to the play; The granted 
His requeſt, and left the room to make ſome al- 
teratibns in her dreſs, 4 Hew much are you 
diſtinguiſhed, Sir, ſaid the Earl to my brother, 
in deing guardian to T6 lovely a woman! 1 
chink I never ſaw her equal for beauty in my 
life.“ « [:apree with your Lordſhip, rephed 
Mr. Evelin, Miſs Belville is indeed the fineſt 
woman 1 ever beheld ;“ LC or the world'ever 
produced, anſwered the Earl; yet great as her 
beauty is, tis her leaſt perfection; her mind 
is ſuperior to thoſe exquiſite perſonal endow- 
ments. |<< You ſpeak in raptures, my Lord, 
faid Mrs. Eveliti ; but we kifow your ailtmirii- 
tion of Mifs Belville; and do not wonder tt 
it.” I was glad ſhe made this obſervation, "ts 
I thought T might gather ſomething from his 
anſwer. True madam, replied he, you to 
know it, the whole world muſt fee it; ET gloty 
in acknowledging I would die to ferve her; 
and, without her friendſhip, life would be a 
blank to me; her kind condeſcetifion ' alotie, 
makes it ſupportable, after what has happened 
to embitter it.” He was prevented ſaying 
more by the entrance of this unequallet 
charmer; though the alterations in her drefs 
were few, yet they infinitely became her; and 
the appeared more dazzlingly lovely thah 
when the quitted the room; the eyes of 
bl 2h * ; Arundel 
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Arundel, ſparkled at her fight, and; a certain 


| glow of ſatisfaction diffuſed itſelf: over his 


face as ſhe ſmiled upon him. What would 
I. not have given for thoſe ſmiles, Montague, 
had they been directed to me! but they were 
all laviſhed on the happy Arundel. Sbe gave 
after genteely taking 
leave of us, he bote her away; in vain I 
wiſhed to detain her, the chariot drove off. 1 
found myſelf; ill-adapted for the common fa- 
mily. topics that I knew would ariſe; and 
therefore took leave of my brother and ſiſter, 
and, throwing myſelf into my chariot, or- 

dered them = drive me to the playhouſe; 


with great difficulty L got a ſeat in one of the 
. ide. boxes, as Garrick performed; however, 


by the powerful affiſtance of gold, at laſt I 


ſiucceeded, and was ſeated ſo as to command 


the ſtage- box, where I knew Adeline would 
ſet; ſoon after I came in ſhe appeared; her ex- 
quiſite beauty engaged the attention of every 


_ perſon in the houſe, and a general murmur of 


admiration ſtrongly evinced the attractive power 


0 of unconſcious lovelineſs. Who is ſhe ?” ſaid 
a gentleman wo ſat behind me; << the daughter 


ef the late Sir Edward Belville, anſwered ano- 
ther; the fineſt woman in England, and a very 
large fortune ;”” ſhe has an angelick counte- 
nance, ſaid the other; “ aye, replied he who 
ſeemed to know hier, that beautiful face is the 
n S true 
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true index of her mind, which is the ſeat of every 


virtue; Who ie, the young gentleman ith 


ber?“ demanded, the firſt 4.5 the Earl of 
Arundel,” anſwered the other ; „ he pays 
his addreſſes to her z and, in general, is 
thought an accepted lover; tis no ſuch 
thing, fir, interrupted Ig, with ſome warmth; 


Lord Arundel has been refuſed by... Miſs 


Belville; „you muſt excuſe me, ſir, an- 
ſwered the ſtranger, I have heard otherwiſe; 
but it may be no more than a report; by 
Heaven it is not, ſaid 1; I know the lady 
well, and know her affections are otherwiſe 


engaged; it may be ſo, _ anſwered be, but 


friend what I had heard; ee — 
I made an apology to the gentleman for my 
' rudeneſs; and, by way of excuſe, ſaid I had 
particular reaſons for wiſhing; that report ſup- 
preſſed, as I knew it had been raiſed without 
foundation; they eaſily admitted my excuſe, 
and genteely changed the ſubject. My atten- 
tion never La from the box that con- 
tained Miſs Belville, notwithſtanding Garrick 

played; ſhe was entirely engroſſed by him, 
and gave to his well - acted diſtreſs, many tears; 


the Earl ſpgke to her ſeveral. times, but ſhe 


| was ſo. abſorbed in obſervation, that ſhe an- 
ſwered him very ſeldom; this delighted me, as 
it appeared to give him . When the play 


. 01 Was 
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was ended I tore e myſelf away, and returned 
bome, my mind torthiented with athouſand diſa- 
greeable reflections. I have purpoſely abſented 
wc f. this day or two, from Portman-Square 3 
2 that J was, to imagine her heart was 
ever prejudiced in my favour } I deſpair of 
| erer being bleſſed witk her love; but, by 
Heavens, ſh&thall be mine ledeumbby mine 
if art and deſign can make her ſo; yes, 
Montague, I am reſolved” to make her my 
wife; in any other light I fee the cannot be 
obtained; Till let you know my Tcheme 
when it 1s neceſſary to have recourſe to it; I 
think it cannot fail. Adieu, why do you not 
white?" Ii te to'bear Emilia is better. 
IT Tours, . 
ne Everax, 


2 Th 2 
4 4 + L. 
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is. 20 


tu b q lids  Partman-Square- | 


Tas E gef leiture moment I can command, 
J ſet down to devote to my beloved mama: 
We got very fafe to town. At St. Albans we 
alighted in the yard of the houſe we —_—_ 
at was 4 coach and fix, with ſupporters; 

conjectured this to be the Earl bf Anders 
and fo it proved'; as ſoon as we entered, I 
heard my Adeline's harmonious voice, telling 
n e hand) 1 waited not for 
* a ſecond 
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z trend iivitstiol, but Fal, W ie 
expedition ! 1 cbufd make, th Where the voice 
founded, and was, in 4 moment, in che arins 
of my friend; when we had a little Fot over 
che e trakiſports of meeting, Mis Belville 


ESPE 060 


with Am al the moſt captivatingiy gen nteel I 
ever ſaw; my friend returned the compliments 
of Sir James with that pecyliar digit) and 
fweerneſs for which ſhe was alway 8 remarked; 
he "whiſpered me ſhe exceeded vis moſt ſan- 
guine ideas of perfection; ; "and, indeed, the 
apf eared uncommonly lovely; 3. 1 have not ſeen 
her for ſome time, neyer but once, Ince the 
death of Mr. Grenville, and that was very 
Toon after it, when ſhe was in the deepeſt af- 
fliction; but now, though the. traces of me- 
lancholy are evidently ſeen on her face, yet it 
is accompanied with a ſweet reſignation that 
makes her appear almoſt divine ; ſhe has like- 
wiſe recovered her | bloom, which. Was a good 
deal impaired by grief, and the violent illneſs 
e had immediately after the mournful cata- 
ſtrophe to all her happineſs. I am delighted 
with Lord Arundel, his behaviour to Adeline 
is enchanting ; 3 though | a violent paſſion appears 
in every word he ſays to ber, yet, in conſi- 
deration of her ſituation, he endeavours to 
check it; I could not help ſighing that he was 
fated to be m—_ He treated me asthe friend” 
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of the Pry b 8 77 the moſh. — | 
pole firſt emotions we expe- 
rienced at the Ws: Hy — other, after {0-10 ng | 


an abſence,. was a little ſubſided, we got into 

general converſation: my Adeline Ae 
after you. With. the tenderneſs of a child; and 
rejoiced at the idea of ſceing you, and the good 
Mr. Mortimer in the ſummer ; on - theſe 
themes ſhe dwelt, as ſhe found them pleaſing, 
to her Harriet ; the gentlemen. bore. their part 
in the copverſation that was ſtarted, and was 
inhnitely ſprightly and agreeable, eſpecially 
Sir James, my Lord was rather more ſerious. 
I happened to obſerve to Miſs Belville, it Was 
a great while ſince T had been. in her company, 
not reflecting the metitioning of our. laſt. meet- 
ing could not fail to give her pain, till after I 
had ſpoke; the looked on me attentively, < cc yes, 
Harriet, ſaid the, it is long fince I have en- 
Joyed the pleaſure of your ſociety ; and when 
you laſt faw me, I dare fay ' You tle thought I 
ſhould'ever de f compoſed as I am ; I was not 
far from diſtraction; but now I can. bear ta 
think, nay even to talk, of a. circumſtance | 
that then. had nigh brought me to the grave ; i 
and yet, my friend, ſaid ſhe, looking up to 
Heaven with an expreſſion of the meekeſt re- 
ſignation, while the big tears ſtood. tremblin 
in her brilliant eyes, the pure love I had for 
my Auguſtus Kill burns in this hoſes: with 
: the 
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the ſame ardor as it did while he lived; I. ve- 
nerate his memory, as I loved his virtues; and 
look on my deprivation of him as, meant to fit 
me for a better world; a little while, and 
again we ſhall meet.“ She wiped her eyes, and, 
with a patient ſmile, - proceeded: how very 
much am I diſtinguiſhed, to be bleſſed with a 
compoſure of mind like what I enjoy after 
an event ſo melancholy, and ſo. poauliayly cal- 
culated. to break in upon human felicity ! yet 
Lam happy in the happineſs of my. friends, 
and feel their ſatisfaction to a degree of extacy; 
you, my dear Mifs Abinton, know, loved 
vou from infancy; and will, convinee Sir 
James I have a heart formed for friendſhip; 
as the lover of my friend, he is dear to me; 
and, I dare ſay, will be mare. ſo on acquain- 
ame“ << Inimitable lady, returned he, bow- 
ng on ber hand with, the utmoſt reſpect, the 
Ne my life will be too poor a recom- 
pence for the honour you have emboldened me 
to aſpire to, but it is all I have to offer in re- 
turn for the favours you have heaped upon me.“ 
She ſweetly told him, between friends, there 
were no abligations; and, in this caſe, they 
were as much ber's as his. “ I have many 
friends, Sir James, continued ſhe; you do not 
know what a happy girl I am; Lord Arundel 
| bas voluntarily given me his-friendſhip, which 
© regard a5 the greateſt bleſſing ;” © the whole 


230 ; world 


12 
would are your favourers, Miſs Belville, un- 

ſwered my Lord ; and, as to myſelf, friendſhip 
is not an adequate expreſſion for my feelings: 
it demands ſomething beyond the power of 
words, to give you an idea how exquiſite they 
are in your favour.“ 1 know How gene- 
x6ully partial your Lordſhip: is to me, aid ſhe, 
and 1 can © comprehend every ſenſatien you 
feel; in the plain word, friend; is compriged 
all of tender and diſintereſted regard; eall to 
your own heart, the ſentiments you experi- 
ence, what you pleaſe; but ſtill, to me, let 
them proceed From friendſhip.” al be To, 
charming Adeline, anſwered he, fighting, Iam 
all Friend(hip | z my other feelings 


ate (allowed 
up in this ;“ ſhe thanked him graerfully, and 
turned the fubject. As the afternodh came En, 
the gentlemen pro poſed we ſhould go on to- 
Wards London, te which we made no obe- 
tion ; we k u little wine and cke, and all 
Pot intd the ar hs coach; Jenny leſt dhe poſt- 
<haiſe, and ſeated herſelf ih Sir James's Chariot ; 
Monſieur La Jueneſs was too polfte to ſuffer 
che lady to travel alone, and took his place in 
the vehiole by her ; and, in this order, we ſet 
ff! our converſation on the road was inter- 
efting and entertaining; I never heard Adeline 
talk more, the: was ig great ſpirits at the fight 
of me; chis cireumſtance kept up mine; and, 
1 A * T ceaſed lamenting my ſepara- 
tion 
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fibtl Kom tfib m. oY SHS. "of 28. LIVES We 
reiche — 9 45 0 in, the LING 
MF: and Mrs. Evita received. me with uncomy 
mon regard, I may Tay, affection. They 
hanked me” or. th tout did them. and Bid 
ws would, do. ever 7 thing 1 in th heir power d 
make n kay in ngen Agreea able, They 
treated ir Ja ames wich! the lame legree o or po- 
Titenels, and gave him 2 F invitation to 
their hole. 1 was, very much pleaſed at 
their behaviour, > 4 he told me wh hen 9 5 15 
his leave, *which he id Carly, as dd Lor 
Arandef likewi ſe. 11 at 9 911 7 Kin 19 
Wien wearer} Park biber, Ke 
Ger Murmel Eyes 1 conftaht tly SER the 
mention of Mr. Grenville: "his Adeline ob- 
ferved, «Why js it, Harriet, Taid the, you 
never mention wy Hug We do ou "appre- 
l camnðt den hike fs ef. Or th 


2 


[A 


n th E con- 
ty, my friend; I Have ety 5 comp poſe 
ks of” mint by cörite blatifig his AA 
Speak then with freeilbm, a8 Yall "Uſed to d, 
abeut him; perhaps T indy weep,”burt they wit 
be tears of joy that he was T6 poo and ſo wore 
th henven!9 T complied: with her 16g welt, 
and had the plezfüre OY, Alter whit teftel 
. gute, he Was uhzppfer und more 
chearfal than befofe. As 1 Ha been long ac⸗ 
cuſtomed td riſe early, -PFhaye' been up already 
near am Hour before any of the family i is 25 


+) rh | | ring. 


— — — <9 EI POPE IEA NE IT nn ARIES AG 


4 FEMAL E S TABI LIT Ys 


| ring. My friend | 16 writing to ſome of her ſer- 


vants at Belville-Park, and I fit dow to in- 
form my dear mother her Harriet i iS, mk It, and 
if ſhe had her company, would be perfectly 
happy. Miſs Belville begs her love to you, 
and remembrances of the moſt. affine kind, 


to the ſolitary Mr. Mortimer. 


man his daughter thinks on him with fl; 1 re- 
gard, and ever ſhall; that his parting injune- 
tions ſtill dwell on 95 mind, and will never 
be forgot. Youwill, I 3. often, viſit bios 


my beloyed mother, and, by your edifying 
converſation, raiſe Fu. ſpirits of. tha. lonely 


Ps, ſunk 15 ,adyerſity;and ages, What I 


ye ſeen of this Li ty, Jou may, inform 
kim, exactly an ſwers his deſcription. of .it-; 


and he need not be apprehe: ive N be too 
much captivated with it; ſhow. and 


parade. The moſt c 25 e diſplayed 
0 devo this hou 


3, NO pains mY FXPENGF 
ve been ſpared . 6, make it; campleat -and 
though pl ara elegant, yet, according to 
my antiquated ideas, it would he more pleaſing 
had leſs labour been employed about it. Any 
body but my Ry e would laugh to 
read, that idea &. but ſhe has ever taught me that 
ſimplicity and neatneſs conſtituted elegance, and 
not ſo much tinſel and glare, calculated rather 
to ſtrike than to engage,- If you, ſhould: ſec 
Emilia, e wy loxe to, her, and try to ar 

art 

1141 . 1 
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fort Ber. "FT" will. not aſk. ber to write, as it 
may draw her into a diſagreeable ſituation with 
her mother, Do, deareſt madam, alleviate her 
conflicts as much as the nature of her uneaſi- 
neſs will admit, and you will make happy your 
Harriet. We are ſummoned, to breakfaſt. Adieu, 
my much loved parent; 3 accept the ſincere good 
wiſhes of your ever fe affectionate _ 

„ HaRRIET ABINTON: 


p. 5. Preſent as reſpects, with thoſe of 
Sir Thins, to che Miſs Thotipfoits. ton 1 26H 


: mos Þ AY 2 
25 0 1 * 11 „El "OL > 4443 


Sir Nins race 6 1 Fares, 


TS. gag 202 Hrn mn 3900. 
3 1a am at laſt in London 
again, and as if animated with that ſcene of 
gaiety and Aim pation, Where the very air has 
an effect on the animal 'Ipirits, 1 have a pro- 
digious propenſi ity to laugh at you "fooliſh fel- 
lows' who" ſpend” your time in the country, 
when all the world are running mad after maſ- 
querades, and the devil knows what, in this 
* 'Prithee, Charles, leave thy gouty 
ber to entertain Himſelf with contemplating 
leaflefs trecs and frozen fountains, and do thou 
come” and partake. of pleaſure with us of 
the ten. I am in immoderate ſpirits to-day, 
and the reaſon I will unfold to you as a friend. 
0 Why 
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hy then, my boy, I Wag. a, magnet 74 at- 
tracts me in alf an tibuf after 1 have finifhied 
this; for the whole day. Th" plain Engtith 
Miſs Abinton is in town; and I fly to nd 
the day in Portman-ſquare, where the charmer 
is lodged, as' bool. as decency will allow; 
for, contrary to my uſual cuſtom, . I have A 
great inclination” to. make an early viſit this 
morning, and not merely on my Harriet's ac- 
count, dear as ſhe is to me, Miſs Belville 
has a great ſhare in my deſire of going early, 
Had I not been engaged, Charles, ] ſhould have 
been a loſt man, Why ſhe out-paragons de- 
ſcription : upon my ſoul, if I was Lord Aruns 
del, I ſhould ſhoot myſelf through the head 
the loſs of ſuch a woman would almoſt juſtify 
the action. I never ſaw ſo engaging-a.cony- 
tenance, putting Harriet s out of the queſtion, 
who, in my eyes, is all perfection. Though 
partial as I am to her, Lam not, blind enough 
to think her beauty aud t9, Miſs, Belyille's 933 
indeed I don't believe there is a woman in the 
world equal to her. She poſſeſſes the very 
ſoul of beauty, expreſſion ; her counttnance 
ſpeaks before ſhe utterg 2 word ; and when. ſhe 
gives her ſentiments language, how. clear and 
perſpicupus h her. heavenly accents flow! Her be- 
| haviour to me the firſt day 1 ſaw her, was en- 
chanting : it fixed me in laſting admiration at 
her W Worth. j T- wonder, not, Charles, 
you 
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you. ſhould draw. her in fuch, lovely colours, 
ſhe amply dͤeſerxes F A have gleaned from 
Miſs Belvilly s converſation, that your 1 
iſa is well. She told Miſs Abinton the had not 
ſeen you, or Louiſa's letter would have been 
made known to you before now. . This i is in- 
telligence that: I am ſure. will pleaſe, vou, and 
therefore I wrote, it, Upen my honour I am am 
heartily glad to change Aſhley- park for Lon- 
don, as my, Harriet is here. I miſs the bicker- 
ings of my aunts, and often entertain myſelf 
with the, idea, of their, diſagreements. . Hop- 
ever, ſpite of their, oddities, they, are good. wo- 
men, and very partial to me. They Were all 
concerned, when. I. left them, even, Miſs' Betty 
expreſſed a degree of ſorrows. 1 departed. while. 
they were in the midſt of, a great diſpute; that. 
is, my aunt Sukey and Betty, which had the 
greateſt, affeqtion for me. It aroſe from Miſs 
Betty ſhedding tears when [ bade her adieu, 
which her fer expreſſed her ſurprize at, ſay- 
ing! her concern muſt be very great, to be ſure, 
in parting with a pęrſon whom ſhe was conti- 
nually quarrelling with; and that in her opi- 
nion, it was all pretgnce. She had no notion 
of people's acting ſo contradictory. The 
other. lady warmly. anſwered; „ She had a 
much greater regard for her Lepbew than thoſe 
who pretended to make a fuſs about him; and 
though ſhe might have quayelled now and then 
when 
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| when ſhe thou ght he laughed at her, the loved 


him for all that, and ſhould ſhew it as well as 


Miſs Sukey, forall herairs.” The other obſerved, 
„ She would ſhew it ſome day by daſhing one 


of his teeth out, as ſhe kindly intended when 


ſhe miſtook Mr. Sydley for me, and hit him fo 
violent a flap on the face.“ This was a home 
ſtroke, and offended the oppoſite power ſo 


puck as to throw her off -her guard, and leave 


er defenceleſs and at the mercy of Miſs Su- 
key, who did not uſe her power as ſhe ought, 
but purſued the enemy even to the longeſt re- 
membered offence ſhe had committed. In reta- 
liation, the old ſtory of the mackaw was again 
repeated, and the cruelleſt concluſions drawn 


from that circumſtance, of deſtruction to all 
Miſs Betty's dumb favourites. Finding no 


ceſſation of arms was likely to take place, 1 
took a ſecond leave of my eldeſt aunt, and left 
the other ladies engaged in their debate, and 
proceeded - to Elm-Wood for my Harriet, 
whom I ſafely conveyed to town. Some one 
enquires for me below; I muſt leave you a mi- 
nute. 


. -- 


HATS, 8 * ; 15 e * _ 
It was Tom Harmond. 1 was amazed to 
ſee bim, I did not imagine my return to 


London could be known ſo ſoon. He is the 
moſt inſufferable fop in town, and plumes 


| himſelf on bang called a take, © Heavens! 


Har- 
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Harmond, ſaid I, is it you? (ſhaking him by 
the hand) are you frightened with ſpirits, that 
has drove you out of bed ſo ſoon 2” 6 Yes, dear 


Thompſon, anſwered he, the ſpirit of friend- 
| ſhip ſent me forth into the ſtreets at this un- 


faſhionable hour; but I drew up the blinds of 


my carriage, upon my ſoul I did; for a mil- 
lion I would not have been ſeen driving along 
at nine o'clock in the morning; it would have 
"ruined my character for ever. But what the 
devil have you been doing in the country all this 
while ? ſome rural laſs that has held out theſe 
half dozen centuries? Dem'me if I thought 
you was a fellow of ſuch fpirit as to hold a 
chace for ſo many months; but ] ſuppoſe you 
are tired of the game by this time; if ſo, I 
will take her off your hands, for I know your 
taſte is to be depended on, and I want a new 
face to appear with in public, that would 
not give me much trouble,” No, upon my 
honour, ſaid I, I have no ſuch taſk for your 
friendſhip juſt now; the fair one I have been in 
purſuit of, is not ſo. ſoon to be parted with; 
but when ſhe is, you ſhall certainly know it.” 
« Very well, very well, ſaid he; if you are 
not tired of her, that is, a different caſe; but I 
thought I was right: nothing but a woman 
could haye detained a fellow of your ſprightli- 
neſs among a parcel of antiquated maids and 


old oak trees War diſpute their age with their 


* 
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miſtreſſes. I hear you have been at Aſhlex- 
park wich your aunts, theſe ſeven months or 
more.” 41 have, my ſagacious friend you 
are entirely right in your conjecture concern- 
ing my ſtay. A woman held me there; but ſuch 
a woman! O, Tom, wert thou to ſec her, thou 
Wwouldit renounce thy ideas of liberty, and ſigh 
to be united to her virtues !”” «© What, are you 
Honourably in love, Thompſon ?” aid he, 
ſtaring. Yes, upon my ſoul, Harmond, 


moſt honourably ; ; and next ſummer will bind 


me in the matrimonial chain for life.” “ Then 
you are loſt, replied he, with an air of con- 
cern; one of the clevereſt of us entirely loſt ! 
But I ſuppoſe this precious marriage is as yet 
a ſecret.” Oh, a moſt profound ſecret, an- 
ſwered I, you muſt not ſay a word of it for 


your life.” «<< No, not I, the devil take me 


if I do; I am too much hurt at your folly to 
tell the world of it. But I muſt bid you good 
morrow, Sir James ; ; I could not reſt till T 
knew what kept you in the country, though L 
could hardly ſpare time to come, for I muſt be 
areſſed to attend Lady Bab Buſtle to Taviſtock- 
| ſtreet at two. I would not diſappoint the poor 
thing, as I have promiſed her, or elſe“ 
What, a penchant / Ha, Harmond !” „ A 
little that way, ſaid he; I never boaſt of la- 
dies favours. Adieu, farewel.” © But, Tom, 
Le ſure you remember my affair is a ſecret,” 
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% Oh, ay, you may truſt me, the grave is not 
more ſilent ; not a word ſhall eſcape my lips? 
Away he friſked to tell this news to every body 
he mects. In his hurry he forgot to alk the 
name of the lady, therefore he can only ſay I 


am going to be married. T laughed heartily _ 


Tom's expence when he was gone. He was 
the expreſs image of the mode from head to. 
foot; a walking perfume-ſhop, abſolutely. 
My watch tells me the hour of morning viſits 
draws nigh. Adieu; I leave you to ſee two 
of the faireſt women nature ever made. 


Janes Tnourson. 


227 Sounnns to Miſs BELVILLE. 


3 


Montpelier. 


1 WILL — proceed, my Adeline, 
from where I left off in my laſt. The night 
was paſſed jn the utmoſt anxiety, nor did the 
returning ſun afford me greater comfort. The 
morning was delightful, I therefore quitted my 
chamber to walk in, the garden. Here I re- 
fected at large on the miſery of my preſent ſi - 
tuation. I knew the Marquis to be amiable; 
but the violence of his temper deterred me from 
diſcovering the real feelings of my heart ta 
him. He loved me too with an affection, as 
I feared, authorized by my father. He had. 
ſworn never to forego his hopes, till he gave 
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: him up. Theſe refletiqns convinced me it 
would be diſtraction to inform him my affec- 
tions, were engaged. 1 therefore reſolved to 
hazard every thing rather than diſcover the ſe- 
cret that had been ſo long kept, from my fa- 
ther. I fat myſelf down in an arbour, and 
gave my mind to more. agreeable meditations, 
and determined*to leave my happineſs in the 
hands of Providence, who would doubtleſs lead 
me right. My imagination wandered at laſt 
to England. The dear ſpot that gave me be- 
ing, appeared with heightened charms. I lived 
over in idea thoſe happy days of childhood 
paſſed at Belville-park and Mrs. Wellford's, 
when our wiſhes extended no farther than we 
could eaſily gratify by the help of Auguſtus, 
ever ready to aſſiſt us. The early virtues of 
that lamented youth aroſe in bright order to 
my memory, and I felt a pleaſing pang at the 
remembrance.” I took from my pocket-book a 
little ode made by Harriet when ſhe had left 
ſchool a few months, and read it with the moſt 
pleaſurable ſenſations. Youknow ſhe:was al- 
Ways a poeteſs, and many of her productions 
were very beautiful. I remember you afked 
me for a copy of this ode before I left England, 
which I forgot to give you, therefore will i in- 
ſert it here. WE ach | 


Farewel, 


* * i 
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Farewel, lov'd manſion of my early days, 
And kind inſtructreſs, now, alas farewel : 
Sorrow attunes my melancholy lays, « 
And each ſad line my parting woe will tell. 


Your loſs I mourn in,many a penſive ſtrain, 
The dear companions of my happier hours: 

Silent I roam the ſolitary plain, i 
And tell my. ine to the n flowers. 


Each tuneful bird that * upon che ſpray 
M.ocks my diſtreſs and but inſults my pain; 
Angry I hear their ſoft, harmonious lay, 

Andwiſhths vewblers A the plain. 


Nought fuits, wo temper of 1 
dave the ſtilß bat, and owPs unpleaſing cry, 

When darkneſs reigns on earth from pole to pole, 
5 ght e 1 ce: * of I 


Then Ane ts chi on her Wil) 
And mortal eyes are ſeal'd in ſoft repoſe; 
Saye the poor wreteh cho wakes to make his 
moan, | 
And calls on Heaven to caſe his weight of 
woes | ind 
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When midnight lowrs, the beaten path I'd traee' 
'Fhro' the thick wood, and ſeek a lowly cell, 
Where contemplation hides her lovely face, 
And Feet contentment long has E to 
dwell. 


With her LI paſs my hours in converſe ſweet, 
Together o'er the wood or field we'd roam; 
Each ſilent night I'd vifit her retreat, 
And never fail to 80 contented home. 


T had j juſt finiſhed this little ode of Min 

Abinton's — efforts in the poetic way, when 
I faw-my father appear at the end of the walk 
where I was fitting. He ſeemed loft in thought; 
his eyes were fixed on the ground. As he 
drew near me he looked up, and ſeeing ime, 
came into the arbaur. My dear Louiſa, ſaid 
he, what has awakened. yau thus early?. I hope 
you are not worſe : my anxiety for you: has 
cauſed me ſome uneaſy moments this night. 
Say, my child, you are better, and eaſe the 
heart of your father.” I kiſſed his venerable 
hand. Kind and beloved, he called, me. 1 
aſſured him I was well. 1 am happy to hear 
you- ſay ſo; but, Louiſa, there is ſomething 
on your mind that breaks: Jour peace: why do 
you keep it from me whoywould hazard any 
to make vou happys, that was not con- 
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trary to my honour or that of my family. You 
Have been the beſt, the moſt dutiful of children, 
the ſtay and comfort of my life ſince ] loſt your 
beloved mother; and it is with pain I have ob- 
ſerved a change in your manner ſince we have 
been in the Marquis's houſe. You were. ne- 
ver very gay, but now ſomething of melan- 
choly obſcures the ſunſhine of your counte- 
nance. Nor is this obſerved by me alone; the 
whole family have taken notice of it ; particu- 
larly my friend. Shall I tell you he gueſſes 
the cauſe of this change as well as myſelf. I 
will ſpare your delicacy, my Louiſa, the con- 
feffion ; but I know young De Reviers has 
made ian on your heart: with joy I 
 havediſcovered'it; His birth, his fortune and 
_ amiable qualifications render him the object, of 
univerſal efteem, and make him more particu- 
larly worthy an alliance witł your virtues. He 
has acknowledged his love for you to me, and 
I promiſed to uſe all my authority and recom- 
mendation in his favour.” While my father 
ſpoke, my heart underwent the moſt painful 
ſenſations I ever experienced; nor could I, for 
ſome time, recolle& myſelf ſufficiently to an- 
ſwer him; but thinking he might impute my 
filence to a different cauſe than I wiſhed him, 
Fummoned all the reſolution I was miſtreſs of, 
and ſpoke. © You have conjectured right, my 
dear tir, reſpecting the cauſe of my evident 
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uneaſineſs, the young Marquis has, indeed, 
occaſioned it: I know he loves me, and I 
. grieve that it is not in my power to make him 
that return he merits ; my heart acknowledges 
his ſuperior perfections, and eſteems him as a 
friend; but never can love him. I have ſuf- 
fered much from his intreaties to change my 
determination; and now I find, you, fir, 
eſpouſe his cauſe, my concern will be in- 
creaſed ; but you are well convinced, the af- 
fections are not to be commanded, and I can- 
not beſtow mine on the Marquis. ? 1 
I ſtopped, and looked attentively in my fa- 
ther's face; he appeared a good deal chagrined: 
cc 1 ſaid he, I have indeed miſtaken 
your motives for this change, and that miſtake 
will give me infinite pain ; that you do not love 
the Marquis appears ſtrange; I think your 
heart is not otherwiſe engaged; you have not 
deceived. me by ſecretly contracting yourſelf ! 
I would not, for worlds, di ſcover you had! 
therefore will hope, the amiable behaviour of 
the Marquis may, in time, make the impreſſion 
I wiſh ; you ſay you eſteem him, on that I 
depend; my heart is ſet on this alliance; be- 
ſides, I have engaged my honour, both to 
young De Reviers and his father, that I will 
aſſiſt him as much as: poſſible, nor will I be 
worſe than my word on any account; there- 
fore, if you wiſh my e conſent; to re- 
ceive 
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ceive the addreffes of the Marquis; by wiſh not 
to force your inclinations : and if you find all 
his tenderneſs and aſſiduities makes no change 
in his favour, I cannot help it; all I know is, 
that it will embitter my days; I never hoped 
to ſee you raiſed to ſuch a rank, and the diſ- 
appointment, now it is in your power, would 
give me infinite pain; however, if it muſt be 
fo, at laſt, I will diſcharge my obligations of 
friendſhip and honour to both the old and 
young” Marquis; F and, therefore, I inſiſt you 
comply with my injunctions : as a parent I 
inſiſt, and int reat as a friend; you know not 
how happy this event would make your father, 
indeed, Louiſa, you do not : to ſee you raiſed 
to a ſituation where your merit would appear 
to fo much advantage, would make my laſt 
moments happy ; ; nay, not only rank and for- 
tune await you in this alliance, but the love 
of a man who has every virtue to recommend 
him. Conſider, my good girl, how many eli- 
gible reaſons there are to wiſh ſuch a circum- 
ſtance, and I think you will not heſitate,” - 
He took my hand with paternal tenderneſs, 
and waited my reply. Oh, Adeline! I would 
have died to oblige him! but, in this caſe, it 
was not to be done; had I been only indif- 
ferent to the Marquis, I would have married 
him to make this beſt of men happy; but the 

* of my beloved Freemer kept me ſteady. 
| C-'5 .- . Ala! 
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« Alas! fir, anſwered I, what would I. nat 

do to render your remaining days agreeable.” 
but, here, my honour and conſcience revolt 
againſt complying with your deſire; I cannot 
love the Marquis; how unjuſt then to marry 
him ! beſides, there is one reaſon againſt it, 
that I have not yet urged, and a very material 
ene, the difference of religion, would be a 
ſolid one to me, were my heart his; how, 
then, is that to be removed?“ „ This, an- 
ſwered my father, I can eaſily ſet aſide I am 
as ſtrict in my notions on this head as any one,. 
and mentioned it to my friend and his ſon:: 
they both agreed you ſhould practiſe your faith 
without reftraint, and what children you 
might have ſhould all be brought up in the 
Proteſtant religion, except the eldeſt fon ; and 
on account of the eſtate, he muſt follow the 
Faith of his father. This I thought very rea- 
ſogzble, and concluded yau. would likewiſe. 
I:$afeſaw the love you had for your native land 
mi ght make you uneaſy, and mentioned that., 
Hes the tenderneſs of the Marquis imme- 
diately removed every objection of that ſort, by 
ſaying he would reſide entirely in England, as 
every place was equal to him with you; nar 
would be ſo much. as hint a deſire for you to 
come to France as long as you lived, and he 
would never viſit it himſelf but once in w] u 
* and then for a month only. Thus, 
Louiſa, 


— 


* 
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Louiſa, would this' amiable man give up for” 
your love his friends, his ſiſter, and his native 
ſhore: this convinced me his affection was 
real, and would make you happy; and I en- 
gaged warmly in his intereſt, not imagining tho 
leaſt objection would be made by you, When 
thoſe I have juſt obviated were anſwered.” - 

« O; Sir, anſwered I, command me not to 
hear the tender pleadings of this generous many. 
it is a taſſe too hard for) your Louiſa to ſupport; ; 
were I. capable of marrying him without aft 
equal affection, I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf; ſo 
uncommon a paſſion merits a better rettrm ; F 
feel my. heart can never be his; ſuffer me to 
tell him ſo immediately and withdraw myſelf 
from his-ſight. My continuing here will only 
enereaſe his ill-fated love. Do you, fir, withdraw 
your intereſt in his favour, and he will yield 
to his fate, before his paſſion has gained any 
height. by encouragement; but if I allow his 
aſſiduities, now he has openly declared himſelf, 
he will conceive hopes that never will be rea- 
lied.“ «+ Louiſa, ſaid my father, (with a 
frown that terrified me) I never thought you 
obſtinate; do you imagine I am capable of 
breaking my word with a man I have ſo long 
ealled my friend, merely to gratify your whims ? 7 
Lam not; and therefore, as you value my good 
opinion, receive the civilities of the Marquis, 
ane * to. bring your heart to approve him: 


klve 
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« Alas! fir, anſwered I, what would I. nat 
do to render your remaining days agreeable.!” 
but, here, my honour and conſcience revolt 
againſt complying with your deſire; I cannot 
love the Marquis; how unjuſt then. to marry 
him ! beſides, there is one reaſon againſt it, 
that I have not yet urged, and a very material 
ene, the difference of religion, would be a 
ſolid one to me, were my heart his; how, 
then, is that to be removed?“ „ This, an- 
ſwered my father, I can eaſily ſet aſide, I am 
as ſtrict in my notions on this head as any one,. 
and mentioned it to. my friend and his ſon:: 
they both agreed you ſhould praQiiſe your faith 
without reſtraint, and what children you 
might have ſhould all be brought up in the 
Proteſtant religion, except the eldeſt fon ; and 
on account of the eſtate, he muſt follow the 
faith of his father. This I thought very rea- 
ſopiable, and concluded yau. would likewiſe. 
Neſaw the love you had for your native land 
might make you uneaſy, and mentioned that., 
Here the tenderneſs of the Marquis imme- 
diately removed every objection of that ſort, by 
ſaying he would, reſide entirely in England, as 
every place was equal to him with you; nar 
would he ſo much. as hint a deſire for you to 
come to France as long as you lived, and he 
would never viſit it himſelf but once in wo 
* and then for a month only. Thus, 
L ouiſa, 


— 
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Louiſa, would this' amiable man give up for” 
your love his friends, his ſiſter, and his native 
ſhore: this convinced me his affection was 
real, and would make you happy; and I en- 
gaged warmly in his intereſt, not imagining tho 
leaſt objection would be made by you, When 
thoſe L have juſt obviated were anſwered.” . 
« O; Sir, anſwered I, command me not to 
hear the tender pleadings of this generous many 
it is a.taſk-too hard for) your Louiſa to ſupport; 
were I. capable of marrying him without ur 
equal affection, I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf; ſo 
uncommon a paſſion merits a better rettrrn; F 
feel my. heart can never be his; ſuffer me to 
tell him ſo immediately and withdraw myſelf 
from his ſight. My continuing here will only 
encreaſc his ill- fated love. Do you, fir, withdraw! 
your intereſt in his favour, and he will yield 
to his fate, before his paſſion has gained any 
height. by encouragement; but if J allow his 
aſſiduities, now he has openly declared himſelf, 
he will conceive hopes that never will be rea- 
liged.” . Louiſa, ſaid my father, (with a 
frown that terrified me) I never thought you 
obſtinate; do you imagine I am capable of 
breaking my word with a man I have ſo long 
ealled my friend, merely to gratify your whims ? 7 
Lam not; and therefore, as you value my.good . 
opinion, receive the civilities of the Marquis, 
and try to bring your heart to approve him: 1 
wy | : have 
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have promiſed to do every thing but compel 
you, and ſo I will.” Saying this, he aroſe and 
walked towards the houſe, leaving me in 4 
| Nate of ſtupid aſtoniſhment at the ſeverity of 
his air: at length tears came to my relief, and 
L wept plentifully. I- was rouzed from this 
ſituation by the voice of the Marquis, who. 
came to tell me breakfaſt was ready. Miſs 
Somners, exclaimed he, what mean theſe tears ? 
tell me, madam, if it is in my power to give 
you any conſolation.” He took my hand; I 
baſtily withdrew it: © aſk me not the reaſon of 
my tears, my Lord; too well you are ac- 
quainted why they flow.” I turned from 
him. Cruel Louiſa, ſaid he, if my love is 
ſo hateful to you, I will willingly end it and 
my life together; but While this heart conti- 
nues to beat, ſpite of your cruel ſcorn it will 
doat on you, regard you as its firſt, its deareſt 
good: by heaven I never will reſign my hopes.” 
He catched my hand with violence: I 
dreaded a relapſe of his former phrenzy, and 
therefore told him, his haſty temper made me 
miſerable, and I could not ſupport it. This 
melted him: he knelt, he begged my forgive- 
neſs, and acted the part of a man diſtracted with 
grief. I could not bear his ſorrow, but held 
out my hand to raiſe him: * De Reviers, ſaid 
I, riſe; I pity you, from my ſoul I pity you: 
if my friendſhi ip, my tender friendſh p, will 
| make 


_ FEMALE STABILITY. © & 
make you happy, it is your's, but no more ca 
I give you.“ He immediately aroſe: it will 
content me, Louiſa, ſaid he; I aſł for no more 
than your tender friendſhip} and this lovely, 
hand, to make me the moſt bleſt of men- 1 
ſhook my head; we will go in, my Lord; 
my appearance will convince my father how 
much he has diſtreſſed me.” I ü ſaid this on 
purpoſe, to ſee if he would take any notice of 
it, but he did not; I therefore conjectured my 
father had informed him what had paſſed. We 
went to the houſe; Madame de Bellſſeure was ſeat- 
ed at the tea- table; I threw: myſelf into a chair, 
without obſerving any one. The eld Marquis 
aroſe and came to me: what has oppreſſed 
my little Roſe this morning? (ſaid he) theſe 
dew-drops, fair lady, beſpeak fomething of a 
commotion - here ; (patting my ftays) I muſt 

not have you uneaſy,” My heart was too full 
to anſwer. Madame de Bellfleure looked in- 
quiſitiyely, firſt at me, then at the Marquis. 
On my conſcience, ſaid ſhe, I believe you 
Have all had a crying match this morning be- 
fore I was ſtirring; the entertainment of you 

grave folks is of a very ſingular nature; come, 

come, Monſieur Somners, you muſt not be 
dull too; I ſhall be diſtracted if Tloſe my beau: 
as to young de Reviers, he is gone for ever; 
Louiſa has him faſt enough.“ My father told 

Madame de Bellfleure he ſhould always attend 
12 : | her 
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her with pleaſure, but that morning he had 
been a little hurt, and was not-ſo ſprightly as- 
the agreeable Frenchwoman. Why, there 
now, ſaid ſhe,. (lapping the young Marquis- 
on the ſhoulder) do you learn civility from 
Monſieur Somners; you are as ſtupid, my Lord, 
as if you were in a lethargy. What ſhall we 
do, Monkeur. la Marquis, (continued ſhe to- 
his father) to rouze this young man, vrho has: 
loſt all ſort of life and ſpirit, and is only fit to 
turn monk and live in a cloyſter?” Why I. 
think we muſt indulge his gravity a little. 
Madame de Bellfleure, anſwered the Marquis z 
and as the company. in general ſeem to me ra- 
ther ſeriouſly inclined, ſuppoſe we take a trip: 
to Paris, and make a viſit to my daughter ;. 
perhaps Miſs Somners might have no objection 
to paſs à fem days in a convent; how happy. 
would you make me, madam, continued he, is 
you could perſuade my poor miſtaken. Agnes to 
quit a monaſtrx for her father's houſe! What. 
ſay youz have Jou any objection to the pro- 
poſal?” Not in the leaſt, my Lord, an- 
ſwered I; nothing would give me greater ſa- 
tis faction than to be introduced to your amiable 
daughter; beſides, I have much curioſity to ſee 
the inſide of a convent; and if my. father ap- 
proves it, I ſhall. look forward with pleaſure to 
the time that will take me to Paris.” I cans 
not diſapprove any ching of this ſort, replied. 
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my beloved parent; that gives my Louiſa plea - 
ſure ; and would ſhe make me happy in the firſt 
wiſh of my heart, ber erer action afterwards 
would delight me.” All in goed time, my 
friend; anſwered: the old Marquis, will be as 
you with. . You have infraitely obliged me, my 
ſweet girl, continued he, by ſo readily con- 
ſenting to: this viſit.” MycLord, faid he to his 
ſon; you will write word to your ſiſter we will 
ſee her in the courſe of a month, and I will order 
my ſervants to get our houſe at Paris ready for out 
reception.” And ſo, my Lord, interrupted 
Madame de Belfleure, you are determined to 
force me into a convent, in my old age, againſt 
my inclination? but. I defy you to make a nun 
of me; if there is a poſſibility of eſcape and 
all gallantry has not deſerted Paris, I will get 
ſome eee 1nts M W ee 
your tyranny. 

We all laughed at thi bench ae i 
ſeparated to our ſeveral apartments. For three 
weeks things continued in the ſame ſituation; 
the young Marquis was all tenderneſs and ſo- 
licitude to. oblige; the whole family caught 
his inclination, and ſtrove to make me as 
happy as they, could: my dear father relaxed 
his ſeverity, and treated me as formerly. 
Never mentioning the ſubject that I moſt 
dreaded; - ſometimes he told me I pleaſe © 

<d him very much. by an behaviour tothe 
„ Marquis. 
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her with pleaſure, but that morning he had“ 
been a little hurt, and was not ſo ſprightly as 
the agreeable French woman. Why, there 
now, ſaid ſhe,. (ſlapping the young Marquis- 
on the ſhoulder) do you learn civility from 
Monſieur Somners; you are as ſtupid, my Lord, 
as if you were in a lethargy. . What ſhall we 
2 a la Marquis, (continued ſhe to- 

his father) to rouze this young man, who has 
loſt all ſort of life and ſpirit, and is only fit to 
turn monk and live in a cloyſter? „ Why I. 
think we muſt indulge his gravity a little, 
Madame de Bellfleure, anſwered the Marquis; 
and as the company. in general ſeem to me ra- 
ther ſeriouſly inclined, . ſuppoſe we take a trip: 
to Faris, and make a. viſit to my. daughter 3 
perhaps Miſs Somners might have no. objection 
to paſs à fem days in a convent; how happy. 
would you make me, madam, continued he, if 
you could perſuade my poor miſtaken Agnes to 
quit a monaſtrx for her father's houſe! What. 
ſay youz have Jou any objection to the pro- 
poſal?” Not in the leaſt, my Lord, an- 
ſwered I; nothing would give me greater ſa- 
tis faction than to be introduced to your amiable 
daughter; beſides, I have much. curioſity to ſee 
the inſide of a convent; and if my. father ap- 
proves it, I ſhall. look forward with pleaſure to 
the time that will take me to Paris,” I can+ 
not diſapprove any thing of this fort, replied. 


* "F-; 


PENAPE STABILITY. 6 
my beloved parent, that gives my Louiſa plea» 
ee ſhe make me happy in the firſt 
wiſh of my heart, her- every action afterwards 
would delight me.” All in goed time, my 
friend; anſwered: the old Marquis, will be as 
232 You have infinitely obliged me, my 

ſweet girl, continued he, by ſo readily con · 
ſenting to: this viſit. My Lord, faid he to his 
fon, you will write word to your ſiſter we will 
ſee her in the courſe of a month, and I will order 


N ee erde eber Paris ready ſor our 


reception. 4 And ſo, my Lord, interrupted 
Madame de Bellfleure, you are determined to 
force me into a convent, in my old age, againſt 
my inclination ? but. I defy you to make a nun 
of me; if there is a poſſibility of eſcape and 
all gallantry has not deſerted Paris, I will get 
ſome enamorato. to aſſiſt i ly: W en 17 5 
your tyranny. 5 | ; 
We all laughed at this Giedchy' and: a after 
ſeparated to our ſeveral apartments. For three 
weeks things continued in the ſame ſituation; 
the young Marquis was all tenderneſs and ſo- 
lücitude to oblige; the whole family caught 
his inclination, and ftrove to make me as 
happy as they could: my dear father relaxed 
his leverity, and treated me as formerly. 
Never mentioning the ſubject that I moſt 
dreaded; - ſometimes he told me I. pleaſe © 
ed him very much. by ay bekaniour to. the 
* Marquis. 
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appointed for. our going to Paris came, and 
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Marquis. Thus paſſed our time till the day 


then we were diſappointed by ſome unexpected 
duſineſs that detained the old Marquis at Mont- 


pelier. He would have had us gone, but none 


would conſent to go without him. His ſon 
wrote again to his fiſter the reaſon eee 
lay, and that we would ſee her in the courſe of 


three weeks, as the buſineſs of his father by 


that time would be certainly finiſhed: This 

alteration. of time gave me ſome uneaſineſs, as 
Lpromiled: myſelf a much greater ſhare of con- 
tent in a cloyſter; my mind was miſerable, and 
I: wouldgladly change from one place to ano- 
iber, without having any ſettled view. A 
ſortizighe longer I paſſed in the fame manner. 


Woung De Revieres gave me many valuable 


preſents, which 1 dared not refuſe on account. 
of my father. O, Adeline, did Jever imagine 

my parent, that hitherto has been the moſt 
a e and indulgent, would intereſt him- 
ſelf where he faw I was ſo much averſed'! 
Would to heaven you was with me your per- 
ſuaſions might have ſome effect on him, and 
he might conſent to withdraw his intereſt from 
the Marquis; but that wiſh is vain; I muſt be 
content to ſuffer all their importunities without 
complaining. Next week we go to the con- 


vent: why ſhould T rejoice that we do? Ma- 
7 CY Revieres will be * for 


her 
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her brother, and if ſo, that will be a new 
cauſe of perſeeution: yet, for all that idea, I 
cannot help being happy that we leave this 
ſpot a little while, though ſurely it cannot 
produce any good to me. Among the preſontk 
of the Marquis, -18 A little White dog, the 
ſmalleſt. and moſt beautiful Lever ſaw. I can- 
not help ſhewing much fondneſs for this ani- 
mal, which whenever Jexpreſs, throws the 
Marquis into raptures, for which reaſon I take 
as little notice of it before him as. I can; but 
my poor Fidelle f is ſo fond of me, he forees my 
affection in return. I generally carry him in 
my work-bag, and never ſuffer any one to feed 
him but myſelf. My father is likewiſe very 
fond of this little creature, and told. me today, 
my, behaviour, gave him the utmoſt pleaſure in 
3 cixgumſtange. Ah, Adeline, E 
with, I was again in England; for what will 
become of me here I know. not. I have an 
opportunity of ſending this, and will therefore 
bid vou adieu. I know you are deſirous of 
hearing as often from me as poſſible, and 
therefore. I will write. immediately as I get to 
Paris. My father ſends his love to FOB with 
that of Foun ever aftectionate | lk 98h 
Lovis een 
P. 8. My beſt. regards: await our amiable 
ks who I ſuppoſe. is now with you. 
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77 Aumron to Mrs. ly LY 


| Portman-ſquare- | 


| | © AI a niet frnighe] have been ſo much. 
engaged, that I have not been favoured with | 
an opportunity to write to my beloved mother. 
Lam very uneaſy, madam, that you have not 

anſwered my. laſt: ſurely your ſilence does not 
proceed from illneſs-!- 1 will not indulge ſo 
melancholy an idea, Write immediately, my 
dear mama, and eaſe the anxious boſom of thy 
Harriet. | | You kindly. told me, the oftener 1 
wrote the Weener it would be to you; 
and that you ſhould never fail to be amuſed by © 
my prattle. Fhat affurance-emboldens me to 
trouble you with what falls under my obſerva- 
tion, and particularly all that concerns my 
friend, in whoſe hiſtory you confeſs yourſelf 


deeply intereſted : her ſtory is, indeed, a very 


fingular one, cut off from happineſs in the. 
ſpring of life, when youth and expectation had 
raifed her ideas of it; and yet to ſee her pa- 
tient; reſignation- and amiable” Ineſs,. 
would. edify the moſt profound philoſopher :- 
the ſame ſweet diſpoſition appears as in her 
dawn of youth. She was remarked at ſchool 
for ſtrength of mind, and her conduct through 
life has proved ſhe: indeed: poſſeſſed it; The 
youthful Grenville had in thoſe r days a 
N | - quickneſs. 


PEMALE STABIELITY. 67 

_ quickneſs and fire of temper, which the gen- 
tleneſs of Adeline never failed to regulate. As 
ſhe was ever his favourite, he obſerved what 
the ſaid from infancy, and would. have died ra- 
ther than offend her. Forgive me, madam, 

for thus dwelling on this theme, but the con- 
templation of my Adeline's virtues have revived 

former ideas, and I could write for ever on 
them. Being in the ſame houſe with. her, I 
have an opportunity of obſerving the extent of 
her heavenly mind: her benevolence: and cha- 
rity is che univerſal theme, nor did I ever ſee 
any thing equal to it. She drawn: blefling af- 
ter her wherever ſhe goes, from ſome fad 
heart. that, but for her, "eight have funk be- 
n me nn rr ny a 5 


ROY 
8 3 


Tis bers ue W a els 

And reaſſure the heart by care oppreſs d; 

Her bounty bids the tear no longer flow ' ö 
2 barns upon the cheek of man diſtreſs d. 


When. the appears, the wretch long worn by 
Lifts from kia humblegouch. his liſleſs heady 

His houſe appears the manſion of deſpair, 
A TP in e on his tatter d bed. 
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nen draw ice Yo mf ban din 
With accents mild the bids his ſorrows ceaſe, 
And deals out comfort like a hand divine; 


She" leaves the mourner „ e wien eaſe and 


peace - 430 bn snes gar 91 
Sach virtues, marhleG Adeline, are dine! 
Nin: e, IF Le Je Nc n 


To you Lavediinates no- e fas eber 
lines in commendation of the beſt: waman-liv- 
ing, who- admires her as much as myſelf. I 
have been introduced to Miſs Duncannon and 
the reſt of the family: upon my word ſhe is 
very handſome, and perfectly good- natured; 
her behaviour to Colonel Med way is not. quite 
the thing, but ſhe ſays nothing in nature can 
be more grave, ſince ſhe has promiſed henſelf 
the Colonel is infinitely fond of her, and takęs 
U. her little ſallies With che utmoſt paticnee. 
Ie. is very agreeable both; in perſan and. man- 
ner. Mrgapd Mrs. Aumworth, are likewiſe in 
It would delight you, y ice their, yang 
viour _ eachother. Such real tenderneſs, an 
at the ſame time ſo properly expreſſed, I re | 
think them a petfe& model of conjugal al 


 priety : I told Adeline ſo the other tay! before 


Miſs Duncannon. e Heavens, my. dear, ſai 
ſhe, you can't be ſerious; why the behavjot 


of Caroline and her huſband, in my opinion is 
intolerable; nothing but ſtupid fondneſs from 


14 


ww © 


morning ill night; I ſwear, if it had not been 
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for the monkey. and Medway, I-ſhould have 
been in the,yapours all the time I was at Beach 
Grove. 3\ Why, harlotte, ſaid Miſs Bel- 
ville, I thought you once wrote word to your 
mother, if jeu imagined ſo. great a ſhare of 
conjugal comfort was in ſtore for you as Mr. 
— Mrs. Aimworth poſſeſſed, you would put 
EY immediately, to uſe; your own ex- 

3 „Why, child, anſwered ſhe, (biting 
„ 
ſuch nonſenſe once, and, according to the old 
proverb, it never rains but it pours.“ I wrote 
that fooliſh ſentenge much about the time I-was 
drawn into promiſe I would one day be a wife; 
what could occaſion me to act ſo ſtupidly I know 
not; it has ſpoiled me of many a dayꝰ's ſport fince.” 
How ſo?” ſaid I. Why becauſe it put it 
out of my power to plague George as I uſed to 
do; When L gave. myſelf. airs, be always bore 
them, and never failed to twit me in the teeth 
of my fooliſh . promiſes, by bawling out, my 

Charlotte may ſay what ſhe wills as ſhe has 
engaged to be mige one day, Iwill not com- 
plain.“ Miſs Belville and I both laughed at 
her. ſerious face. Upon my word, Miss 
Duncannon, ſhit ay friend, you are a very 
coquetta by nature: though to my certain 
knowledge you love the Colonel, yet ou can- 
not bear to think he is convinced of it, and 
| Wen chat you may have the ſatis faction of 
1 80 pPlKhaguing 
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plaguing him. How very blameable is this, 
my dear Charlotte? I hoped from your laſtlet- 
ter to your mother, to ſee you quite grave, and 
that you had laid aſide all ideas of governing as 


much as if you had been a married woman.” 
„Ob, Adeline, {aid ſhe, I thought I 8 


do very well without Medway to laugh at, but 


I find it abſolutely neceſſary to my peace to 
turn fome of his ſerious airs: 1 a joke, and 


carmot for my life help it.“ We both con- 


demned her, eſpecially as a was ſo firmly 
contracted to the Colonel. Nay, that is the 
deuce, ſaid the ; had I been a free woman, I 
might have laughed at him ; but now every 
body ories, © bleſs me, how can you make a ridi- 
cule of the man you are going to marry!” The 
creature has expoſed my folly to his whole ac- 
quaintance, by way of bragging how happy 
he is. I hope, Harriet, you are not contracted 
too; for heaven's fake, preſerve your power 
as long as you can, and take an example by 
me,” Lou are too late in your advice, my 
dear, anſwered Adeline; Miſs Abinton has 
been long contracted, and next ſummer will 
behold: her Lady Thompſon.” Lord have 
merey on me | ſaid the ſprightly Charlotte; 
then you are as good as married already. Ade- 
line is as grave as any married woman of forty; 
but for all her gravity, and for all my fooliſn 
. I muſt and M laugh at my Colo- 
2h 2 nelg 
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nelz and as he is to dine with us, Iwill hurry 
home, and begin directly, therefore I ſhall not. 
ſtay: to hear a word either of you have to ſay.” 
Away the ran, and was in her carriage in a 
moment. Sir James and Sir Harry both dined 
with us that day, and attended us to the play 
in the evening. Lord Arundel and Sir Edward 
were alſo of the party. The latter has been 
returned about à week from Yorkſhire. He 
came ſuddenly into Miſs: Belville's dreſſing- 
room as we were fitting together; though I had 
never ſeen him, I immediately conjectured he 
was Sir Edward Wilmot from the likeneſs in 
his eyes to Auguſtus: they. are his very coun- 
terpart. Adeline ſtarted at his appearance. 
<« Bleſs me! Sir Edward, ſaid ſhe, I little 
thought to ſee you to-day; I hope you have 
been well ſince, you wrote.“ perfectly ſo, 
my amiable Miſs Belville, anſwered he, kifſ- 
ing ker hand; I have a thouſand apologies to 
make for appearing before you in 'this figure, 
but my impatience to behold you, would not 
allow me to change my dreſs: I hope that will 
plead my excuſe. I have been long prevented 
contemplating the lovelieft countenance in th& 
world, and could no longer deny myſelf that 
ſatisfaQtion.”- Say not a word of apologies, 
Sir Edward, replied my friend, I am happy to fee . 
you ſafe returned: give me leave to introduce 
Miſs Abinton to you.“ The lady mentioned 


wn 
. 
6 
21A P 


7 2 FEMALE STABILITY. 


in the paper you allowed me to look over ?” 
ſaid he. She bowed. Permit me, madam, 
continued he, politely taking my hand, to aſ- 
pire to a ſhare of your friendſhip; Jam em- 
boldened to look up to this honour from 
te condeſcenſion of + Miſs: Belville, who has 
long diſtinguiſhed me with a part in her inva- 
luable eſteem Four title through that 
medium, Sir Edward, anſwered I, is certainly 
very good, to fay nothing of your own merits; 
I ſhall rejoice to be favoured with your friend- 
ſhip.“ Indeed, my dear mother, you would 
agree with me, was you acquainted with that 
prepoſſeſſing man, nothing can be more ele- 
gant or agreeable. To tlie man of faſhion he 
has added the ſcholar; his diſpoſition, by na- 
ture ſoft and tender, — a grace of huma- 
nity over all his actions; and, in my opinion, 
he reſembles the inimitable Grenville more than 
any man living. This my Adeline atknow- 
ledges, and ſays it was the ſtriking likeneſs 
between them that firſt engaged her eſteem. 
She often ſighs that he muſt be unfortunate in 
his love, and wiſhes ſhe had never known him. 
As to him, his regard for her is to a degree of 
adoration. He' hangs upon every word ſhe ut- 
ters, and, while ſhe ſpeaks, ſeems. loſt in rap- 
ture; nor do] wonder all mankind adore her, mi- 
ſtreſs of every perfection as ſhe is. The idea my 
TT gave me of Sir Harry Evelin was per- 
fectly 
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fectly juſt. He is a character I have often read 
of, fly and deſigning, though perfectly polite. 
1 think his behaviour to Miſs Belville ſtrongly 
expreſſes a ſecret paſſion. He cannot diſguiſe 
his concern when ſhe ſpeaks to the Earl or Sir 
Edward with any degree of ſoftneſs. I have 
mentioned this to Adeline, but ſhe laughs at 
my ſurmiſe that a man of his years ſhduld be 
in love with her. However I cannot myſelf 
give up the idea which has been confirmed by 
obſervation. Time will diſcover more. I do 
not like him at any rate; but perhaps it may 
be. prejudice that znflubnces me. You have 
often warned me againft that, and I will, en- 
deavour to conquer it; + L have bern at moſh of 2 
the public places except a maſquerade. (and (4 
that we are to go to next week); but with none = 
of them am I charmed except the play, This 
amuſement is calculated to inſtruct as well as 
entertain, and is particularly adapted to my 
taſte. I hope you ſhew my letters to the good 
Mr. Mortimer. Tell me, deareſt madam, if 
my diſlike of London meets his approbation; 
if it does, I ſhall be happy. | Preſent my beſt 
reſpects to him, with thoſe of Adeline“ s$, and | 
ſay we ſhall) both. rejoice. to behold the rude A 
beauties, of nature that encompaſs his La ASE | 
Adieu, moſt revered and beſt of parents; 1 
ſend a letter from Louiſa that will entertain 
vou. Poor thing, how much trouble is ſhe in- 
Vor. IV, D volved 
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volved in] As you are acquainteid with: the for- 
mercpart of vchat relates to the Marquis De 
Riviers, I ſuppoſed you would like to ſee the 
reſt; and telling Adeline my ſentiments on 

this head, ſhe begged 1; would ſend the cletter 
to you with her moſt affetionate.remembrances. 
onde more farewel; and believe me Your ever 
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To meme amdety'of myjaminblewhitdy/ 1 
it downto write to her. This would have 
bPeen done befote but I have had an attack of 


my old diſorder. I deferred writing till Loould 


weh certainey afſure my Harriet I am perfectiy 


In health. neige how” uten 


I am glad to fund you ars ſo.aprevably ſituated 
in the family of Mr. Evelin; but you could hot 


be otherwiſe, reſiding-with the excellent Mis 


Beltille. The juſt eneomiums you write on 


thar lady, Geliguts the heart of your mether, 


Aas it it is at once a proof of your diſce#tinientand 


"good nature.” "She is indeed à very uneommon 


lwoman, and metits the approbation of alt tan. 


 *Ejnd, "Go on, „V Harriet,” Write all that 
wy WE Ani 11 ſtrikes 
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ſtrikes you, as well as your on ſentiments. 
The entertainment I receive from your letters, 
is the greateſt conſolation for your abſence. 
Give my tender regard to Sir James, and thank 
him for his attention to my convenience in 
ſending his carriage dom for me. I will nat 
pain g him by refuſing it; but acknowledge it 
has and will be of great ſervice in conveying 
me to Mr. Mortimer!t. I ſhould not be be able 
to go at all without it this bad weather I 
have ſeen that good man twice ſinde you left 
me, and have ſtiewn both your letters to him. 
He is delighted with them, and ſays you are 
the beſt girl in the World. Lede, l e | 
riet is all Lwiſh ; tio woman can be' happier in 
a daughter than I am. 'The ſociety of "Mr. 


N 

f Mortimer has contributed greatly in raiſing my 
1 ſpirits, which were depreſſed on your leaving 
/ me. His converſation is ſenſible and entertain 

ing; much knowledge is his both in theory and 

d practice ; in a few; words; ſociety loſt a good 
t man and an accompliſhed-gentleman, when he 
G left the world for the retirement he now inha- 
5 bits. I. ſpend as much of my time with him 


2 His turn of eee 


1 mon Wien das mere ſublime ones hedifculles 
8 with uncommon energy and propriety. I was 
4 Jamentipg. to e 15 his loſa to 
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the pariſh he formerly took care of, and wiſh- 
ing he could reconcile himſelf to more public 
ſcenes for the benefit of others. As to the 
formet part of your ſpeechs my. good Mrs. 
Abinton, ſaid he, I had myſelf many ſcru- 
ples about my pariſhiohers; and had not a 
worthy man ſuceeeiled me, and one better cal- 
cCulated to inſtruct them, I never ſhould have 
gained this peaceſul ſecluſion. I ſay the pre. 
ſent poſſeſſor of my living was better calcu- 
lated to inſtruct than myſelf, becaufe he had 
never received any material blow to deſtroy his 
peace, and had nothing to take his attention 
from the duties of his office, I ſtruggled long 
againſt the violent ſorrow which invaded my 
heart on the death of my wife. As a man and 
a chriſtian I ſtruggled againſt it, but I found I 
Mould not be able to ſtem the torrent of grief 
that bore down - my reaſon, if I continued in 
the ſeene of my former happineſs, much leſs 
properly diſcharge the obligations my function 
laid me under. I ſighed for ſome retirement, 
where I might learn due reſignation to: bis 
will who had thought proper to bring this el 
upon me. True, you may urge Lought to 


have attained this frame of mind in the fitua- 


tion I then was; perhaps, madam, L ought; 
but 1 am but man, poor, weak,” impatient 
mam, born with a large ſhare of natural ſeel- 
-iigs, and a difpoſition rather ſanguine : this, 


my 
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my education had cultivated; for a courſe of 
years I was bleſſed beyond my hopes; but 
when mi faculties began to yield to age, and I 
looked forwards for comfort from the darling 
of my tender care, how cruelly was I diſap- 
pointed]! She that was before the pride; be- 
came the reproach of my family; ſhe gave her 


mind to the falſe profeſſions of a. vile ſeducer; 


ſtained her fair fame by flying with the villain, 
and brought the authoreſs of. her being to the 
grave with ſhame. If this painful cireum- 
ſtance will not [plead my excuſe in deſerting 
my pariſhioners, I have no more to offer. 1 
left them in the care of - a good man, per- 
haps a: much better than myſelf. If I could 
have done by them as I formerly did, nothing 
ſhould have drawn me from them; but my 
misfortunes made every ſpot About the parſon- 
age hateful. I ſaw my loſt Matilda in every 
ſtep I took, and my fad memory dwelt ſo much 
on my woes as to render me unfit for any 
thing. Since T came here, thank heaven, I 
have obtained à happier frame of mind; I have 
in à manner regained: ine chearfulneſe I was 
once bleſſed with; and:the acquaintance Ihave 
fortunately made with you, madam, and your 
amiable family, will, I truſt, reſtore me to my 
primitive compoſure, I ſincerely pray for the 
wel fare of thoſe people that in eee days 
1 ordained to inſtruct; and I flatter niy'> 
| D 3 ſelf, 
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ſelf,” my withdrawing from the place of my 
nativity will not be imputed to me as a crime, 
when by ſo doing I have both benefitulꝰ myſelf 
and them too, by giving them a man ele 
ſituation allows him to exerciſe the moſt unli- 
mited endeavours to make them good and Vir- 
tuous. I have wrote chus much af what Mr. 
Mortimer ſaid on this ſubject, as I am con- 
vinced my Harriet deligtits to hear any of his 
ſentiments. IL have hopes, my child, his af- 
ſection ſor you may be a means of making his 
clofing days happier than heretofore. Sir 
James will allow his wife to devote ſome 6f 
her time to the converſation of this good old 
man, ant the Knowledge that the dees ſo, will 
make me contented and eafy. I charg. you 
write:as you find opportunity, but do ex- 
pect to hear fo often from me; Ihave long 
difuſed iy pen, and am fatigued with little 
exereiſe of it. I fend back Miſs Sommers's 
letter; I am concerned for her ſituationg:and 
hope ſhe will be happily: extricated from it. 
Tell Mils Belville I deem myſelf diſtinguiſhed 
in her confidence; and thank her for it. Any 
future communications ſhe may hondur me 
with, will be eſteemed a favour. I need not 
tell you the idea of 'beholding/ you both at 
Elm- wood fills me with a ſatisfaction paſt de- 
ſcription; nor does the worthy hermit feel leſs 
N tas He diſcourſes on = 
0 2 ge 
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* nature of my Harriet with the fondneſs 
of paternal regard; nor does this'theme, as you 
may imggine; tire her liſtening mother. 


Adieu, my dear girl; continue to be. what I 
you are, and I. wiſh no change in you. I have 
nothing of advice to offer you reſpecting your 


prudence in the ſcenes that now engroſs your 
attention; all chat is right your own heart will 
ſuggeſt to you, and if you ſhould in any thing 
be wanting, you will have an adviſer at hand 
capable of  afliſting you in the greateſt emer- 
gency. The prudent᷑ foreſight of Miſs Bel ville 
is a ſufficlent guard, even if your on want of 


eaution rendered it neveſſary; but as that is not 
the eaſt, the wil by her example fix you in 


ihe od ef prepriety, which you have hitherto 
purſued.” Onee more farewel. Preſent my 


4 


love to Adeline and Sir James: the ſame awaits 


rp from er affectionate mo- 
ther, n e ee 


x 
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0% Jv 18 . brig ee, Arthur, 
Without Kun I commence. A double 
motive urges me to write juſt now z to con- 
Vince yau'of my friendſhip, and to offer you 
my ſervice, which I heartily do, if by any 


; wv pen: ones F'ean-contiiburs to your 
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felicity. My Harriet has told me your diſa- 


greeable ſituation in reſpect to Miſs Stanhope, 
as ſhe learned it from the fair; Emilia. That 
you ſhould love the laſt named lady is by no 


means a matter of wonder to me, who have had 


an opportunity of obſerving the merits ſhe is 
miſtreſs of; and if I was to adviſe you, not- 
withſtanding the temper of Mrs. Sydley, 1 
ſnhould inform Sir Robert of my attachment, 
and my determination to marry Miſs Stanhope. 
It may perhaps involve the woman you love in 
2 few ſtruggles with her mother; but thoſe 
once over, your troubles will be at an end, and 
the whole family will conſent to your felicity, 


Make Mr. Sydley your friend; he will do 


much for you with his wife; he has many good 
qualities, and is capable of giving real plea- 


ſure to the man he,, honours, with his eſteem; 
He is very fond, of Emilia, and would do much 


to make her happy: by all means ſecure him in 
your intereſt, If nothing will do, egad, 
Harry, have no more contention about the. 
matter, but whip the ſmiling Emily into 
a poſt-chaiſe and fix, and away for · Scot- 
land immediately. My houſe, in Harley- 
ſtreet, on a ſhort, notice, ſhall be ready to 
receive you on your, return, and till mat, 
ters are ſettled with the ancients; my fortune 
too ſhall be at your command. Never let a 
fooliſh delicacy ſpoil ſuch a noble plan, but 
3 reſeia 


+ OL 
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reſcue. a, deſerving, Kr from the, . 
tyranny, and ante 1 as happy % an 
emperor. When the knot is tyed, it cannot 
be undone, and 4%; Robert will s e change 
one lady for che other when he cannot he Ip 
himſelf. As to your aunt, ſhe may be ſtiff for a 
time, bot IL will come down and lau h her out 
of that preſently, and all will be as well in 
month as if your weddi ing had been Kr ub 
at Trout-hall. Upon m = y foul if was You, 
Arthur, 1 ſhould not debate A RR in 8410 
they make the leaſt heſitation; ; nay, I. .hardly 
3 if J ſhoyld condeſcend to aſk, their can 
ſent; but, upon conſideration, to aſk it Wold 
be better, and if they did nôt immediately 
grant it, turn upon your heel, take Emilia by 
the hand, and march off directly. In bo 
caſe, your, beſt Way would be to rm throw 
London; 1 | Harriet will ſpare Her wornan' 
attend your. bride: that would make more 


of the common: the has lived with my beloved 
from the firlt c of her going out to ſervice, and 
was educated by, Mrs. Abinton. Thüs 8 
Mis Stanhc [furniſhed with an attendant; | 
or, if the i is over-ſcrupulous, tell her I will 
enga 4 my. aunt” Sukey to come with her to 
London, and perhaps fome other lady may be 
fond to accompany her all the way. Let me 
know, Arthur, how you proceed: I ſhall be 

8 to kno whether you adopt my ſcheme; | 


Ds and 


Q 
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Fd TE | 50 "it Fer Ne 
ard a report, that” Mifs 5 is entirely 

reconciled MT Fradture > 2 that he ba 
attended eri in a iprained ankle. If ſo Ag 
not bal when We 25 


treaty 

aj h ay Þ 585 Td, j 7 ano 

þ 8 nen . them 0 2 7 under 
Kft ile, Was was in 
beat 1 prig Fe, 2 fellow 
Door Worthy but, 
. of heels, be | 55 \cleat 
Faroe 4 mot write long. Ms, in 
| this ee town, where one is "coritinually 
roke in upon eyery hour i in the, day. "Forget 
kan 112 wy Tek at HER feet of 6 Front 


ty 1 he TONE in gen bor 35 com- 
e to. . . the 
voice of friendſhip, 1 15 he bpineſs, i: in 


which. your's is bound. entle Hart 
Joins in that "iſh wit. My the 11 f mitt 
heart. O Arthur, each moment of my | lite 
:ſhews.me' the treaſure, 11 poſſeſs in her love, in 

the moſt exalted point of view!. e 36cumd- | 
erfally admired and followed: b y che town. gen- 


* wee e s emi * but 


have 
* 


rnb be Abb EFF. "y * 


I have the happinefs ee Ad all ey ly dtte- 
garded by her. She fg ¹ not for admiration; 
all her wiſhes are gratified in my love, which 
ſhe acknowledges to be the chief joy of her 
life. What fortune eould ſee in me to throw 
ſuch a gem in my draught of life, I Eno not, 
but they ſay the lady cannot ſee; and truly 
believe it, or my merits were not ſufficiett & 
be rewarded with ſuch! a Woman. Upon my 
ſoil: I :ſomertimes/think I ſhall run mad Wim 
joy but 1 forgot you are :not- w agreeably 
ſituated;; and the eontraſt berweericus will only 
make you untaſy; therefore not TARGETS 
b. fee eee e r 
4 te! en ruonlraos. 


44 1423 Kilt 11 1 
e vga Soe. 
irrte nt ene den V on sau don 
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LAS, voi 'how much have L'üf. 
fer on your account! Haſten as expedi- 
tiouſly' as poſfible your other diſpatches: L 
flatter myſelf they will contain a happier de- 
tailz my dear guardian may have reflected on 
the blameable methed he adopted, in ſo don 
eſpouſing [ths ihtefeſbof the Marquis, before he 
— towards him, 
| and repent the haſty promiſe he made. 1 know 
the happineſs of his Louiſn is dear-to him 28 
hrs life; ** the ſmalleſt inſtance 


* 
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_ infiſt on a circumſtance. that would injure it; 
1 therefore, my amiable friend, give not. up your 


mind to melancholy, but hope things will take 


tte turn you with, and J dare ſay in that in- 
nocent wiſh you will not be diſappointed. I 


cannot preſume to offer my advice in your pre- 


t trying ſitoatign,; the, conduct you purſue 
uſt be the dictate of the moment; no ſettled 


plan would be of any ſervice in a caſe of this 
ſort; but I moſt earneſtly intreat, dear ſiſter 


of my early love, that you will not ſuffer the 
preſent diſagreeable ſtate of affairs to damp your 
ſpirits, ſo as to impair your health. Iam glad 
you was going to Paris; the change of ſcene, 


joined to the ſtrangeneſs of that you will be 
engaged in, will preſerve you from reflecting 


too much on the perſecution you endure. Be 


not uneaſy about Freemer; I have ſeen him, 
and as 1 know it will occaſion you ſome com- 
fort, I will relate What paſſed i in that interview. 
He came to me as ſoon. as be arrived in town: 
I was at home alone (for Miſs Abinton, who 
has been with me two months, was out with 
Sir James Thompſon). . After many tender 
enquiries concerning your health, he aſked | 
-when I had heard from you? I told him, and 


gave the letter you ſent for him. He read it 
with the utmoſt pleaſure, and when he had 
done, 10 Charming girl, ſaid he, what a mind 


has 8 Loviſa! - But, Miſs Belville, ſhe re- 
fers 


4 


—— 
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fers me to you for information ; what is tit, 
madam 7?” 1 Captain: Freemer, anſwered 
I, my Louiſa has truſted me with the breaking 
an affair to you, in which both are materially 
concerned but firſt i muſt demand your pa- 
tient attention to What L have to ſay,” He 
promiſed he would not interrupt me, and I re- 
lated to him the heads of your two laſt letters. 
He diſcovered various emotions during the de- 
tail: at length I ſtopped, and after a ſhort- 
ſilence, he anſwered me: I have beard- 
you, my: dear Miſs Belville, with the utmoſt 
attention, and am very much hurt at what you 
tell me. 1; ſuffered infinitely when I firſt heard 
Miſs Somners was going to the houſe of the 
Marquis de Revieres: I ſuppoſed her beauty 
would make the young Marquis her lover; for 
a a moment I trembled, leſt the qualities he is 
maſter of might make an impreſſion in his fa- 
vour; but when I had reflected on her partia- 
lity for Mme, and her unſhaken truth, I con- 
demned myſelf. No one knew of this weak - 
neſs but Sir James Thompſon; to him in the 
agony of my mind I wrote and confeſſed it. 
His anſwer confirmed the folly of ſuch an idea; 
and I was heartily aſnamed of it. Still, tho? 
I depended: on her conſtancy, I dreaded the 
Marquis, and my dread is now confirmed; he 
is her declared lover, and meets the approbation 
of her father. What may not the gentle mind 


— 
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one and commands of the other! Perhaps 
ſhe may be forced to cmply with. their united 
intreaties, and give her hand as parental:autho- 
rity; directs. Oh, Adeline, that ſurmiſe diſ- 


tracts mel I will write directly, av. ¾¹'ꝗ¶ my 


pretenſions to Mr. Somners, and diſpute her 


lovely hand to the laſt drop of my blood.“ I 
ſaw he had worked himſelf to a degree of 


1 therefore waited *till his paſſion 

abated, When he was calm, J ſhewed 
— folly of ſuch a reſolution in its proper 
colours, and convinced! him his rafhneſswould 


entirely ruin his hopes, from the knowledge I 


had of my guardian. At length, with much 
reaſoning, made: him promiſe no ſtep ſhould. 
be taken on his part that might give you unea- 


ſimeſs. Still he dwelt on the ſoftneſs of diſ- 


poſition ou poſſeſſed and the entire love you 
had for your father-. True, Captain Free- 
mer, anſwered I, Louiſa: has a great ſoftneſs 


of mind, but you welbknow ſhe. has reſolution; 


you need not fear ſhe will give her hand to 
another while her heart is ybur's; beſides, does 
net hen father ſay he will not compel her All 
he commands is, for her to receive. the. aſſi- 
duities of the Marquis; and if they make no 
impreſſion in his favout, he will not force her 


inclinations. This ſatisfied him, and I af- 


duct him he-ſhould be-anquaintedawich every 
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ſtep Mr. Somners"t6bk, af iffie-prodeeded'tol 
violent methods, it would be tHew time enough- 
to confeſs his love Fhis pledſed him, and he 
engaged to tegulgte "His condiiEt'By the unim 
pafhoned dictates f prudeite. Therefore; my 
dear Louiſa, do fot be inedly on his àceount: 20 
I have ſeen him feveral times Trice; and hâve 
the pleaſſire tö find he has quite 4aid aſide his 
intention of informing your father of his par- 
 tiality : lie declares notfhing in this affair 'gives 

him bai But what you muſt ſuffer 
__ "Eneloftd, my Louiſa, are ind teen 1 
babe Grdee tb Harriet, And Ber anfivers:) they 
may atnuſe” you at this period, and if they 
mould, 1 ſhall be glad you have had them. 
What an entertainment it will be to us when 
we Are advanced in life, if it ſhould pleafe 
heaven to ſpare us till that time, to read let- 
ters wrote in the ſeaſon of youth; when eir- 
cumſtances that occaſioned them vas of infinite 
importance to our peace!” How will [theſe 
matters of diftreſs © appear then to you, my 
Louifa, wheiv all will be paſt, and you have 
long been happy With the deſetving Freemer! 
Harrjet's letters Will bring you acquainted 
with a veherable' man, in whole ſociety pro- 
miſe myſelf much ſatisfaction; he, like your 
Adeline, has Had His deareſt hopes blaſted; the 
difference orlly chat his misfortune came not 
. 2 of life n rel 
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had hardly reached the ſpring. Four years are 
_ almoſt lown ſince my beloved Auguſtus died, 
and yet I live. Oh, heaven, it was thy will, 
let me not repine. Theſe obſervations will 
ariſe, but I will pain thy heart no more by 
writing on this melancholy theme ; | 
„Ig told you before, Miſs Abintor hes heen 
with, me two months; I think her. much j im- 
proved both in mind and perſon. She is a 
very pretty woman, and greatly admired. Sir 
James is a very captivating man, and I haye 
no doubt but the, will be happy: he idolizes 
her, nor does her love fall ſhort of his. He 
has been rather of the gay world before he 
knew: Miſs Abinton, but ſince has deſerted his 


bt #AÞ 


the more — and ſenſüble part of mankind. 

His wit is infinitely pleaſing, rather inclined 
to be ſatyrical, but Lnever ſaw him,ill-natured, 

Vou may diſcover the man of faſhion in all he 
does; his education has been quite in the polite 
ſtile, improved by foreign obſervation, as he 
has reſided much abroad; his A rather | 
volatile, but humane to a degree, I think this 
ſeems to be his peculian characteriſtick; 3 and 
had be no greater qualification, our friend 
might hope for. happineſs; with a man of ſenſe 
and humanity a woman has nothing to fear; 
both which I firmly believe Sir James is emi- 
mul FR" of. *. came to me a 
Lad _ 


0 hs 
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day. (while, Harriet was, in her drefing- room] 
with papers in his. hand;-*< Miſs Belville, ſaid 
he, I preſume to aſk your opinion, Which, if, 
you will honour me with, it will make me 
happy.“ Certainly, Sir James, Ig may 
command. any fervice in my power. * 
thank you, madam, faid he; it is no more 3 
to tell me if the ſettlement I have made on my 
Harriet meets your approbation? I haye ſaid. 
nothing to the dear girl herſelf, becauſe I 
would not diſtreſs her delicacy, nor ſhall I till. 
the happy time of our junion.draws.nearex ; but 
if you would lend your attention to this mat-. 
ter, madam, L ſhould be obliged to you,“ I. 
bowed : he then read part of: the paper che held. 
to me, wherein he had ſettled on Miſs, Abin- 
ton, in caſe of his death, an- eſtate, of two 
thouſand a. year, beſides her own fortune, the, | 
intereſt, of hich ſhe is to have during his life, 
for hen,own.ſeparate uſe. ; I told him I thought; 
he had done very generouſly, and-I feared both, 
my friend and her mother would think the 
ſettlement too large. Not at all, madam, 
anſwered he, Lam diſtinguiſhed: with. a large 
fortune, and Harriet, as my wife, will be in 
titled to this part of it. The entrance of 
Miſs Abinton interrupted his diſcoutſe. I 
aroſe ; Sir James did fo: likewiſe. -: © Before 
you leave us, my dear madam, faid he, I muſt 


beg n. of a n which I hope my 
* | ,+.14> - - Tlarriet 


Harriet "will "honour with Maya! 1400 wh 

He took from a caſe a pair of beautiful diamond 
bracelets, with his picture and her mother's in 
miniature. We were both amazed, and aſked 
how he obtained the fikeneſs of Mrs. Abinton? 
He told us, from a large picture that hung in 
the library, which he had obtained her per- 
muten to take with him to town for che pur- 
poſe of having a miniature drawn from it. 
Funis prefent; as it was unexpected, gave inſi- 
nite pleaſure to Miſs Abintoh: ſhe thanked 
him fot it with the meſt "graceful air, telling 
lim, next to the originals; me ſhould prize 
theſe reſeinSlaiiegslc en Tee hall .Iahake an 
adequate return, my dear Adeline, (ſaid ſhe to 
me) for the many favours this moſt amiable of 
men is for ever heaping on me? It is in 
Your power, my lee, anſwered he; to over- 
pay by one word all the triſtes T have ver done 
to make you! happy; ſay but yeu wittoſoon be 
mine, and Lam bleſt beyond the power of for- 
tune. She was confluſed; at lengthy bluſhing 
and raiſing her head; „ Sin James, ſaid Ilie, 
you Kno. I with to ſer you perfectly happy; 
this hand is your's whenever my mother thinks 
proper. „ Ten thouſand thanks, my ange- 
lick. Harriet l' anſwered hen I thought my 
preſence might be diſpenſed with), and there- 
fore left the room. May they be happy 1 they 
urn We are all to go down to Elm- 

| wood 


—— 
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wood early in the ſpring, when they are-to be 
married. I with I could perſuade Mifs Dun- 
cannon to compleat the Colonels felicity at 
the ſame time; but nothing will, induce her ta 
think of it. She has promiſed to marry him, 
but heaven knows when. I hoped when ſhe 
W s contracted, her conduct would have been 
leſs reprehenfible; büt her difpofftion will 
have way, and often tot ments film with her vi- 
vacity; and yet ſhe is reproved from all Hands. 
Charlotte patiently hears the condemnation of 
Her friends, bit goes on Her own Way,” T have 
prattled 4 great while, my Louila, 1 in hopes 6 | 
entertaining you; but I miſt © 850 dl 
adieu- 'You Malt have; if it is 4 e 
you, all the letters [write to Mife ne 
when T üm dt Ein- cd; Hough Thope 5b 
will talk of rene 46 Band by cha ek; | 
anne chen it val de! to Neft my let- 
tets Abroad. My beſt love attend ybuf father; 
tel Hith his Adeline is . — — 2 
perhaps he may haften to Vorl that Ac⸗ 
count, 100 1 health is eſtablfmed. Fall not 
to urge this,/ my amiable Louifa; he never has 
yet made me uneaſy by unkindneſs; therefbre! 
hope he will not delay His return. Firewel, 
loved friend and ea ae infant 
"Ever affect oo IR 
= __ p06 PEI k 
deset Pelle beg their complim 


& es boch pon father and yourſelf. 
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Sir Hora EvzLin 4% e e 
ter eee eee '  Berner-ſtreet: 


Wir 5 Montague, I: 77. in a Worſe fitu- 
ation than ever; faith J. begin to deſpiſe my- 
ſelf confoundedly. . The devil take all female 
pride; but yet 1 have not that to accuſe. Miſs 
Belyille of neither. By heaven I am almoſt 
diſtracted; but let me go on regularly. For 
ſome time after my laſt, I narrowly . obſerved 
her, behaviour. to the Earl, which. Was uni- 
formly affeRionate and unreſerved, . I I thought 
| the loved him, and knowing hat I: did of 
women, [> wondered not that ſhe had deceived 
me. The return of Sir Edward for a time ſuſ- 
pended my judgment in the ſcale of uncertain- 


THYS bebaviour appeared ſo equal to both, that 
I could never juſtly imagine her preference was 

in fayaur of the Earl, till a circumſtance which 
recently happened. conyinced me that was che 
caſe; at leaſt at that moment I was convinced, 

1 heard: Lord Arundel deſiring Miſs. Belyille's | 
ſervant to. lay a letter (as I thought. it was by 
the fold) on her dreſſing- table, and he would 
wait on her early the next morning. Soon 
after he went away, and Miſs Abinton being 
out with Sir. James, 1 had an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to Adeline. I 7 gave my ſiſter to un- 
derſtand I ſhould be glad to Ke, e with Miſs 
Monwor bus HBelxville, 
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Belville, and ſhe' aroſe, under pretence of 
fetching ſomething. I was in infinite agita- 
tion, while my fair diſturber fat calmly netting, 
and took not the" leaſt notice of my emotion. 
At length raiſtng her lovely eyes, and caſting 
them on me, „Sir Harry, faid ſhe, I have 
not had an opportunity of atking you how you 
like Mifs Abirton; is he" not 4 very lovely 
girl? 4 She is, W dear Miſs Bel ville, an- 
fwered I, (taking her hand and fitting down 
by her) but I have no eyes to admire beauty 
but in one charming object, and that is your- 
ſelf.“ 4 know your gallantry, gi, anſwered 
ſhe, witlidrawing her hand, but in the length 
of time you have been acquainted with me, 
you might have Uiſcovered it was by no means 
pleaſing to me.. © Tnjure me not, Miſs Bel- 
ville, im putin the juſt praiſes” I give to 
your beauty as mere gallantry : no, madam, 
they are the real ſentiments of my heart; a 
heart trat adores you, Adeline, and has Jong 
adored you: I have buried this ſeeret in my 
breaſt, till jealouſy has forced it to break its 
priſon.” Tour partiality for Lord Arundel 
diſtracts me; I can no longer conceal from 
you the violent paſfion you have inſpired this 
boſom" with.“ I ceaſed ſpeaking, and' waited 
her reply: with the moſt painful ſenfations ; 
mote than life depended on her words. At 
= aſſuming an air of - ſeverity, ſhe ſpoke: 
2 | «FR 
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£* This declaration, Sir Harry Evelin, abrupt 
| pa unexpected as. it lis, both. Turprizes| and 
ſhocks, me; am I neyer to be free from things 
of this ſort, and eſpecially from you, who 
| have, heard my-. fim determination never to 
Seeg, \S repaat . it to vou, Was a Piince to 
offer, L hould, refuſe, him., As to your . 
nuations about, my attachment t9. the Earl, I 
regard them as inſults; When I have been ſo 
very explicit to you on that head before, I 
little imagined your, motives. for the particular 
enquiries you made at that time, but told you 
_ (with. the Funes of friendſhip the real ditua- 
tion of my heart both towards bim and Sir Ed- 
| ward; 3. your, love, ſir, is but a poor excuſe for 
thus affronting me with a ſuppoſition that I 
had condeſcended to deceive vou; but I will 
Nay no; longer, tq, bear things ſo totally diſa- 
. grecable.”, , She, curtſeyed, and was going: I 
threw. myſelf on my knees between, her and the 
door 40 Stay, Miſs Belville, if you have pity 
or feeling, ſtay; you will drive me mad, ma- 
dam: I love: you to a degree paſt deſcription ; s 
- nay, hear me with patience, if you will not 
- behold me deſperate ·· ¶ſeeing ſhe endeavoured 
to get away, I ſaid this) I meant not to inſult 
you, I am not capable of offering an, inſult 
vhere my ſoul doats with fondneſs. Vou ſay my 
love is a poor excuſe. for my behaviour in your 
one e but let any one 1. 1 
in 1 ez 
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eide, and ſee if they term it a poor excuſe. 
True, madam, yu d generouſly, tell me the 
ſituation, of our heart ſome time ago with re- 
ſpect to both - thoſe. gentlemen; but my fears 
made me imagine yqur r might be 
changed in regard, tothe Earl: 1 know the 
human heart is variable; let that knowledge, 
charming Adeline, plead, my pardon.“ She 
Rood, muſing a little while, and then walked 
from me and ſat down Riſe, Sir Harry, 
. ſaid ſhe, xneel not to me; ill. does this atti- 
tude become your years and character; reflect 
_qn:\what-you-'owe vouxſelf. I never will 
riſep Miſs Belyille, till yon forgive my unin- 
- tended offence. Riſe then, fir, it is for- 
| given.“ I- aroſe, and would have kiſſed her 
| hand; ſhe withdrew. it Excuſe me, | Sir 
Harry, we are no longer on the terms we 
were. Cruel girl, eried I, will you deſtroy 
me?! „ Call me not cruel; anſwered ſhe, 
the epithet will better become yourſelf, ; you 
that i knew the ſituation of my. ſad heart, knew 
it lamented the moſt dear of men, to pain-it 
thus indeed, . Sir Harry, this is doubly un- 
kind: had you been a ſtranger: to. its former 
trials, it would not .haye hurt me; but know- 
ing what: you did, this declaration was not to 
be excuſed. Aceuſe me not, Miſs Belyille, 
of lan intention to hurt: your peace; by my 
foul the ourſed:thopght arg foreign to my 
ö 4 heart; 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| heart; my love alone impelled this declaration. 


"1:feaveli Lord Arundebmight prove ſueceſsful, 


i 


and therefore was determined to 'conteſt' the 
prize with him to my expiring moment: to 


you, madam, I am all ſubmiſſion; but by 


heaven 1 will force Him to reſign his hopes or 
his life; 1 cannot bear the torment 1 endure, 


and will find ſome method: to allay it. I be- 


lieve I ſpoke this with great violenee; ſhe 
ſeemed - alarmed : I cared not for any thing; 
my love had made me deſperate; her own eru- 
elty had worked me to this pitch, therefore ſhe 
had herſelf to thank only for what mighthap- 
pen. I walked backwards and forwards in 


real agitation; my breaſt was a chaos. Sir 
Harry, ſaid ſhe, after ſome time, your vio- 
lence has terrified me; for all the ungenteel 
treatment I have met with from you, I will 
once more condeſoend to tell you the real ſitu- 


ation of my heart, in conſideration of your 
ſafety and that of Lord Arundel, who are 


both dear to me. [I ſeated myſelf by her 


Fou urged, by way of apology, fir," ſaid ſhe, 


for being jealous of the Earl, when J aſſured 


you he was indifferent to me- that the hu- 


* 


man heart is variable“ -In other words you 
would not abſolutely ſay J Rad deceived you, 
and therefore had — to this fubterfuge. 


It may be ſo in many inſtances, but in me 


Yu is an 3 Lam fixed and ſteady 


14 


in 


> 


FEMALE STABILITY. 57 
in my reſolution to devote the remainder of my 
life to the memory of Mr. Grenville; no mo- 
tive whatever wilt make me alter this ſerious 
and abfolute determination; my heart was 
his, and his only, nor wauld I give my hand 
to a monarch, as I befare told you, without 
my affections; and they never can be a ſe- 
obs time beſtowed----one amiable and de- 
ſerving obje& engaged them entirely, and tho? 
he is gone, I Mill love his virtues, and never 
could bear the idea. of a ſecond attachment : 
therefore, Sir Harry, as theſe are, upon my 
honour, the genuine ſentiments of my ſoul, 
how much do you injure me in ſuppoſing I 
have deceived you, and ſęcretly encourage the 
addrefles of the Earl! Am I not at liberty to 
do juſt as I pleaſe? who can controul my ac- 
tions? If I had ſele&ed him from the reſt of 
his ſex, and meant to give him my hand, why 
ſhould I have condeſcended to a falſhood ? his 
birth, his fortune and accompliſhments, would 
have juſtified my choice, and I ſhould not have 
heſitated in declaring it to the whole world, 
But this was not the caſe. Tregarded him as 
a friend only, while he laviſhed the fondeſt love 
on me, though he chuld never meet the return he 
wiſh'd for. This preference engaged my grati- 
tude; his worth, wy eſteem; and his behaviour, 
after my refuſal, my admiration. -I acknowledge 
I aebet * "2: 1 hg and love him with all the ten- 
Vor. IV. 5 derneſs 
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derneſs of friendſhip. He has wende himſelf, 


in conſideration of my peace, to be content 
with the regard I beſtow on him; at leaft if he 


ſizhs for more, he expreſſes it not to me. The 
ſame motives that influences my conduct to 
him, does to Sir Edward, and they ſtand alike 
in my eſtimation. This ſecond explanation 
of my ſentiments, fir, in regard to my Lord, 

ought to ſatisfy you, and at the ſame time be 
an anſwer to your own demand. If after this 
you chuſe to adopt a mode of behaviour to 
"hu in upon my repoſe, I cannot help it: 

but be aſſured you will oblige me to with- 
draw myſelf from your brother's houſe, ſpite 
of the regard 1 entertain for Mrs. Evelin, and 


ſeek at Belville-park the repoſe you would 
rob me of here. — I found ſhe was re- 


ſolved, and having a little recovered myſelf, 
I thought it better to adopt a milder tone, and 
proceed more artfully. ** May I be eternally 
miſerable, my dear Miſs Belville, ſaid I, if I 
take the ſmalleſt ſtep to diſturb your quiet my 
reſentment againſt Lord Arundel is already 
' vaniſhed ; you have driven it for ever from my 
| breaſt ; forrow only remains for having of- 
fended you, I cannot help loving you, but 
ſay you will forgive me and look on me as for- 
merly, I will try to gain the ſame dominion 
over my paſfion as thoſe gentlemen have done, 


and by that means render mg horn: worthy your 
n 
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further regard. ” The cloud. inſtantly diſap- 
peared that before hung on her lovely features; 
the ſame ſmiles that in general adorn her face, 
again took poſſeſſion of it, and ſhe ſhone forth 
in all the mild radiance of forgiving beauty. 


On theſe conditions, Sir Harry, (ſaid ſhe, 


holding out her hand) we are again reconciled; 

I will think no more of what is.paſt, but look 
on you with the ſame eyes as formerly; re- 
member the many obligations I have. to you 


with pleaſure, and rejoice to ſee you as my 


F riend and the brother of my dear Mrs. Evelin. 72 


I preſſed her ſnowy hand to my heart, that 


throbbed with delight at her returning ſmiles, 
and ſwore never more to offend her.--- The re- 
turn of my ſiſter ended our converſation. Her 
behaviour the reſt of the day was enchanting; 
a modeſt attention and ſweetneſs were conſpi- 


cuous in all ſhe, ſaid to me. She took an op- 


portunity of telling me what had paſſed ſhould 
not be known even to her deareſt friend. I 
was glad ſhe ſaid this, as it will anſwer my 
purpoſe better for all her friends to be ignorant 
of my attachment to her. Ob, Montague, 
think you I will yield my love to her fooliſh 
ſcruples? No, by heaven, the ſhall be mine; 
ſpite of herſelf ſhe. ſhall. I have à game to 
play before I proceed to my laſt manœuvre, 
and if that does not ſucceed, other methods 
| muſt be tried; one way or other ſhe muſt be 


E 2 _Taly 
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Lady Evelin, though my death were the con- 
ſequence. She knows of my love, that is one 
ſtep gained. Now I am convinced Lord Arun- 


del is not favoured, I can wait patiently for 
the ſucceſs of my artful machinations. J fear 


no ſtrange intruder : to doubt her ſolemn aſ- 


ſurance, would be ſacrilege; I do not, the is 


truth itſelf. I am ſorry my jealoufy made me 
imagine the Earl was favoured. It might have 


made a deviliſh piece of work if ſhe had taken 


wing for Belville-park ; however, IT have got 
off pretty well. I am in better ſpirits than 


when I began this letter. Upon a review, this 


affair does not appear fo bad, and with proper 


management it may turn out to advantage. 


It has made me eaſy in regard to the Earl; and 


as to her obſtinaey, it muſt be got over: you 
ſee I am very particular in my accounts. ' You 


aſſure me we are as um friends as ever; I 
am glad of it; you kind Finive a great regard 


for you; and, putting your ſcruples out of the 


way, you are a very honeſt fellow; but here 


there is no occaſton for them: Mits Belville's 
beauty has got the better of my averſion to 
matrimony, and I ſhould 
my wife. Yes faith, Montague, it is come 


rejoice to make her 


to that, all thoughts of my favourite ſcheme is 


laid aſide, and ſober matrimonial chains is my 
purſuit. Adieu; I am ſorry to hear Emilia is 


no Und 98 my compliments to her. 
Tou 
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5 5 Vou ſhall hear from me now and then, but my 
grout ſcheme 1 is in embryo... 


Hinny Evi ix. 


-_ 


Wi leren to 1. Arix rox. 


5 W PO, 


818 CE my two laſt letters, dear madam, 
giving an account of the maſquerade“, I have 
hardly had a moment to myſelf, * My amiable 
Adeline, thinking I might like to ſee every 
place of public amuſement in London, has 
_— me with unwearied diligence to them 
Iregard myſelf as under particular obli- 
<A her on this account, as I know they 
are not ſuited: to her taſte, nor indeed to mine; 
they tire on a repetition; nor ſhould I like to 
de continually in a crowd. I am glad to find 
Bir James is not much fonder of thoſe places 
of publick diffipation than I am. I told him 
he would have a very unfaſhionable wife, for 
thoſe amuſements would not employ a great 
portion of my time, unleſs he wiſhed they 
fhould. My dear Harriet, anſwered he, you 
ꝛre ſo infinitely perfe& in my eyes, that your 
withes. will ever be the guide of my actions; 1 
know they will be the dictates of prudence and 
good ſenſe, and therefore ought to be complied 


| ® Theſe letters do not appear, 3 6 
. with; 
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with; my beloved mall mix only in ſuch. 
parties of pleaſure as ſuits her inclinati- 
ons.” I thanked this much-loved man, 


my deareſt mother, as my grateful heart dic- 


tated, in terms of tender acknowledgment. 
He has wal ery Captain Freemer to me, 
with whom I am charmed; he honours me 


with profeſſions of regard that greatly fatter 


my vanity, He talks continually of Louiſa, 
and on her account wears an air of ſadneſs 
that a little obſcures his agreeable chearful- 


neſs. We were laſt night at the play; Mrs. 


and Miſs Duncannon, Lord Arundel, Colonel 


Medway, and Sir Edward Wilmot were of the 
party; Sir Harry Evelin was engaged, or he 


was likewiſe to have been with us. Qur com- 

pany entirely filled the ſtage- box, and very 
happy we were. Sir James made us all laugh 
during the repreſentation ſeveral. times, by his 
droll obſeryations. When about half the play 


; was over, Lord Arundel ſaid he ſaw a an 


man that he imagined abroad, and would go . 


and ſpeak to him. He was abſent about half 


an hour, and when he returned there came'two 
gentlemen with him; one I recollected to be 


Lord William Grenville, now Earl of Brom- 
_ field; the other was an entire ſtranger... Miſs 


Belville ſaw them not on their entering, as the 
was deeply engaged in converſation with Sir 


Edward. I wiſhed to apprize her of Lord 


Brom- 


ba . 
£ 
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Bromfield's being there, but ſhe turned haſtilx 
before I could ſpeak, and knowing him di- 

rely, faintly repeated his name, and felf 


back ſenfelefs into the arms of Sir James, who 
ſat behind her. Lord Bromfield was as much 


furprized at her, fight as ſhe was at his; and 


ſtood motionlefs. It was not fo with the 
| ſtranger he jumped over the ſeats, and catch- 
ing her from Sir James, exclaimed, < Oh hea- 
vens, ſhe is dead! her ſpotleſs foul has joined 
her loved Auguſtus; my hated fight has de- 
ſtroyed the woman I would die to preſerve.“ 
Aſtoniſhment ſeemed to have chained every 
tongue; the eyes of all were fixed on the life- 
leſs Adeline,” but more particularly Lord 
Bromfield's and the ſtrangerꝰs. At laſt the former 
approached, and taking her hand, in a broken 
_ accent ſpoke theſe words: Alas, hapleſs 
maid, I was born to diſtreſs thee!” He turned 
from us in violent emotion, and leaned againſt 
the fide of the box. We were terrified at her 
continuing ſo long inſenſible, though ail were 
unacquainted with the cauſe cf it except my- 

felf, Mrs. Evelin begged Sir James, who was 
the only perſon that appeared to have any re- 
collection, to ſee for her carriage. The buſtle 
in our box had cauſed the attention of the 
whole houſe to be fixed upon us. While Sir 
er was gone for tie coach, Miſs Belville 
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opened her eyes, and caſting them on Lord 
| Bromfield, burſt into tears. Sir James re- 
turned, and told us the carriage was ready. 
Lord Arundel and Sir Edward took each a 
hand of the weeping Adeline, and ſupported 
her towards it. As ſhe paſſed Lord Bromfield, | 
| ſhe ſtarted wildly and ſtopped, withdrawing 
her hands from the Earl and Sir Edward: ſhe 
clapped them together O Grenville, Gren- 
ville, faid ſhe, how art thou laſt !*”? (I thought 
ſhe would have fallen) and ſcreamed, Sir 
Edward caught her in his arms, and feated her 
in the coach. I was following with hafte, but 
Lord - Bromfield ſtopped me: „My dear Miſs 
Abinton, ſaid he, tell me where I ſhall find 
that lovely excellence.” I told him; he kiſſed 
my hand... Harriet, dear Harriet, I will fal- 
low you,” ſaid he. I jumped into the coach, 
and ſeated myſelf by Adeline ( how do you 
do, my dear?” ſaid I. Oh, my Harriet, 
anſwered ſhe, I know not ; the ſudden fight 
of Lord William was too much for my ſpirits.” 
She informed Mrs. Evelin the reaſon of her 
fainting, and ſeemed tolerably recovered by 
the time we got home. I begged ſhe would 
go immediately to bed, but. ſhe ſaid ſhe had 
rather not. I told her what Lord Bromfield 
had faid, and perhaps the ſecond ſight of him 
might be too much for her to ſupport. No, 
my Harriet, anſwered | ſhes 1 can now bear 
to 
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to | fre him; the ſurprize overcame me be- 
fore; I am aſhamed of my want of forti- 
tude.” While ſhe ſpoke, the door opened, 
and he appeared with the ſtranger, followed by 
Lord Arundel, Sir Edward, and the reſt of 
the company. Adeline. coloured a little at 
his ſight, but inſtantly recollecting herſelf, ſhe 
held out her hand to him: Lou are welcome 
to England, Lord William, though I ſhould 
| not call you ſo now.“ [She wiped, ber eyes, 

' that overflowed at the remembrance of the good 
Earl.} „ No, anſwered he, throwing him- 


ſelf at her feet, call me the deſtroyer of your N 
happineſs, the murderer of your Auguſtus |— _ 


„Adeline, you cannot forgive me; you 
| nest have : T merit your hatred, I now L 
do!” He laid his head on her Jap, and was 
ſilent. with agony. She was much affected: 
ce Riſe, Grenville, rife, ſaid ſhe, I do not 
hate you; no, Raven 7 is my witneſs, L cannot 
hate the brother of my Auguſtus. I have | for- 
given you, my Lord; dd 1 not confirm your 
pardon befote that beſt of men? why thould 
you imagine I was a hypocrite * My h 
Adeline, anſwered he, tells me you, had c 1 | 
for hatred; my folly and imprudence plunged 7 
you in miſery, and robbed my brother of wy 
life T cannot think you have forgiven. t we, 
for I can never forgive myſelf.” He aroſe, and 
"mw up and down the room in agitation. 
E Y Aly 
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My friend obſerved him for ſome moments 
with tears, and turning to me, in a low voice, 
See, my Harriet, ſaid ſhe, the ſtruggles in 
his heart; O, he. is my Grenville's brother!“ 
' She walked to him, and laying her hand on 

his arm, with a -heavenly ſmile, <* Compoſe 
| yourſelf, my Lord, ſaid the ; I'know you la- 
ment the death of your brother as, I do, and 
| fo does my Harriet. ¶ She topped and wiped 
Her. eyes.] Think not of what is paſt; we 
muſt ſubmit to the will of heaven that has 
called him herice---he is happy, oh how ex- 
quiſitely happy, if his reward is equal to his | 
virtues ! and that it is I have no doubt. I have 
learned to bear his loſs with patience; do you 
ſo too; I regard his memory with the ſame 
tenderneſs 1 felt for him while living, but I 
_ wiſh him not back ; a few ſhort years will 
Join us again in an eternity of happineſs.” ——— 
Her whole appearance was almoſt divine ; 1 
never tay any thing ſo beautiful; a glow of 
fatisfaQion diffuſed itſelf over a face, and 
her eyes ſparkled with heaven- inſpired hope: 
<« Oh how odious does this goodneſs make me 
(cried Lord Bromfield, taking her hand). and 
Tan For vomfort the man who ruined your 
 deareft hopes!“ &« Huſh, Grenville, huſh, 
. tfhid ſhe, Taying her hand an his mouth) are 
J You not brother to him that would have been 
| wy: huſband? Should I not comfort you then ? 
I ſhould; 
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I ſhould ; you are my brother: I promiſed 


my dying Auguſtus. I would" look on you 
with fraternal * regard.” How * ſuperior did 
ſhe appear at that moment! Conſcious dig- 
nity adorned her form, and Chriſtian for- 
giveneſs diffuſed a, grace over her appear- 
ance that was enchanting. My Lord ſur- 
veyed her for ſome time with eyes of wonder, 
his emotions viſihly depicted on his counte- 
nance. At length, ſighing and claſping her 
in his arms, < Angelic 'girl, he exclaimed, 
how ſhall I thank you! Adeline, your belra- 
uiour will ſave me from deſpair.“ The tears 
rolled down his face; he ſeemed not to know 
where he was, or that any perſon was preſent. 
He threw, himſelf into a chair; Adeline fat 
down by him“ Grenville, dear Grenville, 
ſaid ſhe, tear not my heart with this ſor- 
row; its wounds are hardly healed; and will 
bleed afreſh if you thus diſtreſs yourſelf : we 
have both been unfortunate x let us eonſoleeach 
other; our lamentation is for the ſame dear 


object: wound not your peace with the idea of 
my hatred, or even indifference; I have no 


anger againſt you; no reſentment lives in this. 
boſom, it is the reſidence of grief alone.. 
She ſpoke this with ſo pity- mov ing a voice, that 


I could-ftand'it no longer, but aroſe and went. 


to the window to give vent to my emotions. 


«Lord Wäliam Grenville, continuedſhez ſtin 


wit 


will 


— 


| Interrupt her. I turned my eyes on the ſtrangt 
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will I call you by that loved name, if we have 
committed errors, let us atone for them by 
our future conduct, and we ſhall not fail to 
find reſt at laſt,” We were all ſilent for many 


minutes; at laſt, Adeline looking round and 


recollecting herſelf, made ſome apology to 
Mrs. Evelin and Mrs. Duncannon, but they 
were all too deeply intereſted in the ſcene that 
paſſed before them to need it. Lord Bromfield 
ſaid he would take his leave, and no longer 
diſturb the company. I will call on Miſs 
Belville, madam, (faid he to Mrs. Evelin) and 
beg your pardon for the buſtle I have cauſed 
in your houſe; at preſent my feelings 
vill not yield to neceſſary form.” He ſaid 


© ſomething in a low voice to Adeline, and hur- 


ried out of the room.----We were all again 
ſilent for a conſiderable time: Miſs Belville 
was loſt in thought, and no one attempted to 


gentleman ; his were . intently fixed on my 
Triend. I wiſhed to know who he was, as he 
appeared far from the. leaſt intereſted. perſon 
preſent, and aſked Lord Arundel who was 
next me? Ay, ſaid he, that is true;”-and 
without anſwering my | queſtion, aroſe and 
walked to him. The ſcene your Grace has 
Fan ſaid he, has no doubt ſuxprized 

you aß much as it has me and the reſt of the 
n 85 
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me into the box, wird the gentleman that is 
gone, to have found in him the Earl of 


Bromſteld; had I known who he was, I could 


have prevented the ſhock Miſs Belville received 
at his fight, by telling her he was in the 
houſe.” «4 O, Arundel, anſwered he, I 

thought as little to find in the ladies you ſaid 
were With you, one dearer'to me than my 
life: Miſs Belville I have long known.“ 
Adeline ſtarted at the ſound of his voice, 
which ſhe had not heard before, and perceiv- 
ing ſhe knew him, he went to her. I have 
waited, Miſs Belvifle, (faid he, reſpectfully 
taking her hand) till your emotions were ſub- 
ſided, which the ſudden appearance of Lord 
Bromfield occaſioned. I wonder not at theſe 
emotions, madam; I know the whole of a 
certain melancholy event, and ſincerely con- 
dole with you on it.“ Your Grace is very 
genenous, anſwered ſhe---yoa ſuy the circum- 
ſtances of my life are known'to you ; if ſo, you 
cannot. wonder at what has paſſed; nor at theſe 

tears, which: painful remembrance occaſions ; 
J bete up before Lord Bromfield, but I find 1 
can no longer combat my feelings, and muſt 
| beg leave to retire: the conflict that is here, 
(ſaid ſhe, touching her ſtays) I hoped would 
never again be ſo violent, but I find T have 
much to conquer yet.” Se ſeemed ready to 
- A 2274 | 4 | the 


\ 
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All behaved very tenderly, on this occaſion; and 
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the arm to lead her up ſtairs, where J attended 
her. She begged I would return, and tell the | 
Earl and Sir Edward, the Duke of Montague 


was him mentioned in her manuſcript. This 


cleared up the ænigma, that was before partly 
explained by the behaviour of his Grace. I 
returned to the dining- room; he had taken his 
leave. I found Lord Arundel and Sir Edward 
under infinite uneaſineſs on Adeline's aerount: 
they had diſcovered from the Duke he was the 
lover mentioned by Mifs Belville in her hiſj- 
tory. I relieved their anxiety as well as L 
could, and adviſed them not to mention their 
attachment to the Duke, as I knew it would 
give pain to my friend... They promiſed they 
would not, and took their leave; as did Mrs. 
and Miſs Duncannon with the Colonel. They 


expreſſed the utmoſt eoncern for the charming 
ſufferer. When they were gone, I hardly 
ſpoke to Sir James and Captain Freemer, only 
to tell them I muſt return to my friend. They 
felt for her ſituation, and left me to attend. 
her. I returned to her chamber, and found 
her. rather better and more compoſed... She 
would not have any body ſit up, and: inſiſted. I 
| ſhould ſleep with her as uſual. The firſt part 
of the night ſhe cloſed not her eyes, but ſighed 
frequently, and ſeemed very uneaſy. I would 
not ſpeak to her bo fear I ſhould. encreaſe. her 
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melancholy by ſuffering her to talk. Towards 
the morning ſhe fell into a profound ſleep,, and 
finding I could not compoſe myſelf, I got up, 


and determined to write to you what had hap- 
pened. I fear the ſhock her ſpirits received 


will injure her health: ſhe is deeply affected. 


with the apparent penitence, 'of Lord Brom- 
field, and may, perhaps, in order to baniſh 
his concern, ſee him often. I do not wiſh ſhe 


ſhould; it will cotinually revive the melan- 
choly ſcene of Mr. Grenville's death in her 
memory, that dwells too much on that already. 


Oh, my beloved mother, what trials has this 


angelic girl undergone ! I weep for her When- 
ever I am out of her ſight. I would not 
begin this let ter immediately with the meet- 


ing of my friend and Lord Bromfield, left it 


ſhould have ſhocked you too much. Farewel, 
my. deareft mother; remember me to Mr. 


Mortimer with dutiful rere, and accept the 


lame from 
at's Your very ; affeQionate and. ſincere. | 


Hunzizr nn 
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a Cos to 2 beivitas. 


Pais, the Convent of 81. Catherine's. 
1 LEFT off, my gentle Adeline, a little be- 


. 


fore our intended viſit to Madame De Reviers, 


and will from that place continue my narrative. 
When the time for our leaving Montpelier ar- 
rived, the old. Marquis was taken ſuddenly ill. 
This circumſtance had like to have overturned 

our expedition a ſecond time ; but at laſt it was 
; agteed Madame de Bellfleur, young de Re- 
viers and myſelf, ſhould 1 to Paris, and my 
father ſtay with his frien at Montpelier: ac- 
cordingly we took leave of them, and ſet for- 
ward for that metropolis with a grand retinue. 
The Marquis was attentive and polite, elevated 
to a degree at my condeſcenſion, as he called 
it, and ſet forth this little circumſtance as if it 
| had been of the greateſt importance to his hap- 
pineſs. We got ſafe to his houſe : as our ar- 
rival was not till the evening, ve deferred let- 
ting Madame de Reviers know it till the fol- 
- lowing morning, when a ſervant was diſpatched 


with the information. An anſwer was return- 


ed, replete with affection for the Marquis and 
Madame de Bellfleur, and polite compliments 
to me. After breakfaſt we all went to the 
- Convent. I was not in high ſpirits, and every 
| thivg about it TO to wear a religious 

| 8 Sloom. 


Ws 
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gloom. The great gates that opened to re- 
ceive us, ſeemed when they cloſed to ſhut us 
for ever from the world. An old nun con- 
ducted us into the parlour with ſilent civility, 
counting her beads all the way. While we 
waited the arrival of Madame de Reviers, I had 
leiſure, to contemplate the decorations of the 
room, which conſiſted of fine pieces of work 
at the upper-end was a large croſs, with ſe- 
veral pictures of ſaints hung round it; the 
grate, which gave an imperfe& view to ſtran- 
gers of the inſide of the cloyſter, compleated 
the diſagreeable gloom; I thought every ob- 
ject l conteniplated wore the melancholy ap- 
pearance. of monaſtick ſeverity. After ſoma 
time Madame de Reyiers came to us with the 
Abbeſs; ſhe flew to her. brother with open 
arms; he embraced her with tender affection, 
as did Madame de Bellfleur. The Marquis 
took ber hand; * my dear ſiſter, ſaid he, let 
me introduce Miſs Somners to you, the beſt 
and lovelieſt of her ſex.” She approached and 
ſaluted me with the utmoſt affection: your 
amiable appearance, Mademoiſelle, faid ſhe, 
prejudices me in your: favour, and I rejoice in 
| the honour you have done me; the Marquis 
never obliged me more than in bringing: his 
lovely gueſt to Paris; permit me to make you 
known to our ſuperior. She atoſe, and ſaid 
W eee he ia 
% a very 
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a very pleaſing woman; ; the looked attentively 
at me and ſmiled. Madame de Revieres Ted 
me to her. She took my hand: „My dear 
child, ſaid ſhe, I am glad to fee you; Madame 
de Revieres flatters me you will ſtay a few 
days in our retirement; I ſhall be happy to 
make it agreeable to you.” I thanked her for 
her politeneſs, and took my ſeat. The Mar- 
quis came to me, and begged I would paſs my 
time at his houſe inſtead of the convent, but I 
was reſolved to the contrary. While the 
Marquis was talking to me T obſerved his ſiſter, 
As'ſhe is not yet profeſſed, her dreſs was white, 
which became her infinitely. ' She is elegantly 
formed, rather below \ e middle ſtature; 
her complexion is but very ani- 
mated; the turn of her Waben is pleaſing; 
and her appearance is infinitely prepoſſeſſing. 
After ſome general converſation, the Marquis 
and Madame de Bellfleur took their leave. At 
parting be” preſſed my hand; Charming 
Louiſa, ſaid he, T*will fee you to-morrow ; 1 
leave you in the eare of àa much- beloved ſiſter; 
ah, that her intreaties may prevail. in my be- 
| half! ſhe knows of my love, and will not fail 
to intercede for me.” Before I could anfwer, 
he took Madame de Belifleur's hand, and led 
her out of the convent. Tea, ſaid ſhe, 
(turning back and laughing) whieh is the beſt 
off, you or 1? * fooliſh girl, to prefer a 
* | cloyſter 
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eloyſter to a Marquis!” My couſin is al- 
ways the ſame, ſaid the agreeable Agnes, and 
thinks our peaceful way of life inſupportable; 
but I do aſſure you it is far the happieſt in the 
world. Here we live in undiſturbed tranquil- 

lity, enjoy the ſociety of each other, and ſhate. 
every innocent amuſement : true, we give up 
the grandeur and pomp of life, but it is for 
more ſolid enjoyments. In this tranqͥuil abode. 
you will find many ladies very amiable, wha 

though qualified to ornament a court, have 
choſen the ſerenity. of a cloyſter in preference.. - 
If you pleaſe I will attend you into, the gar- 
den, and ſhew you that, though in confines 
ment, we can roam a great way.” As we went 
along we paſſed ſeveral cells; I was ſurprized 
to ſee ſo many young and beautiful women. 
All we met addreſſed Madame de Reviers 1 in 
the accents of friendſhip, and her complaceney 
was univerſal. At length we gained the. gare 


dens, which are very extenſive and 


ery ext bgautifagly 
laid out; a number of nuns appeared in ſeveral 
parts of them, ſome reading and amuſing, 
themſelves differently. Madame; de Reviers 
entertained me with their ſeveral hiſtories, and 
why they choſe that way of life. Now, 
ſaid the, you have ſeen our public walks, we 
will turn into ſome private ones, where only 
the Abbeſs and her friends are permitted to go.“ 
So ”_ the. . a door, and we paſſed 
into 


* 


here we ſerve the author of theſe wonders of 
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o another garden, not quite ſo large as the 
e but more elegantly laid out; the fineſt 
flowering ſhrubs were ſcattered in profuſion 
through all parts of it; arbours, fountains, 
and cafcades appeared at proper diſtances, and 
che eye never was wearied in looking over this 
paradiſe of ' ſweets. 41 wonder not, Madam? 
de Reviers faid I, that ſo many follow your 
Way of life, when they have every thing to 
make it agreeable; who would with to reſide 
in the great world, when you have all the 
beauties of creation round your own dwel- 
ing?” J am happy you approve a ſecluded 
life, amiable Louiſa, anſwered” ſhe, but we 
have more pleaſures than you have named; 


nature with real zeal and unmixed devotion; 
piety inhabits this manſion, and with her con- 
tente I would not change this way of life on any 
account; yet much have I ſuffered before I 
could bring the Marquis to conſent: I ſhould 
follow it, even now he yields to my determi- 
pation unwillingly, though nothing elſe will 
make his daughter happy; I have been brought 
up here, and hope in yonder cloyſter to ſleep in 
But we are very ſerious, ſaid ſhe with 

a ſmile; my brother told me you was grave, 
and b me'to keep up your ſpirits; I take” 
a ſtrange method to do it.” I affured her no- 
ws the could lay would increaſe my ſerious 
| | | 
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thoughts, for they were at preſent very gloomy, 
« Ay! anſwered ſhe, that ſhould not be; I 
know the Marquis is unfortunate enough not to 
meet your approbatlon, but I hope yaur heart 
will relent towards him, and make happy the 
moſt amiable man in France; he loves you, 
Miſs Somners, with a paſſion much too vio- 
lent; long has it been known to me, and he 
has had my ſiſterly wiſhes for ſucceſs. He 
begged. I would plead for him; I promiſed to 
do all in my power. Suffer me, dear Louiſay 
( will call you fo, for, as the beſt beloved of 
my brother's heart, you muſt be dear to me) to 
tell de Reviers you will in time make the return 
he wiſhes to bis love; I would do much to 
make him happy; let that be an excuſe for my 
abrupt introduction of this ſubject. Alas, 
madam, - anſwered I, what can I do! the Mar- 
quis has all my eſteem, but I cannot beſtow my 
love on him, deſerving as he is; you know, to 
give my hand without my heart would be exi- 
minal.“ Ay, anſwered ſhe, that eauld not 
be juſtified; but do not forbid him ta hope 
time may change your ſentiments, and you 
may yet look on him with tenderneſs: let me 
intreat you to conſider of it, and not deſtroy. 
him by an abſfabute refuſal.” Ah, do nat 
pain me with ſallicitations, cried I, I have 
ſuffered much from intreaties already. * For 
n. faid ſhe, a we will drop the 
; ſubject, 
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ſubject, but you muſt give me leave to reſume 
it, or I ſhall not diſcharge the office I have un- 
dertaken; my brother's happineſs is very dear 
to me; nothing but the certainty that it depends 
upon you, ſhould tempt me to ſay a word diſ- 
| mgreeable' to you.” She turned the diſcourſe 
with the greateſt caſe and facility, and talked 
on common topicks. We went into a walk 
of high trees, which met at the top and formed 
an entire ſhade ; at the bottom of which I ob- 
ſerved a lady, -not in the habit of a nun. Her 
appearance was perfectly pleaſing; ſhe fixed 
her eyes intently on ſomething ſhe held in her 
hand of no great magnitude. I aſked Madame 
de Reviers who ſhe was? © Her name is 
Clairville, anſwered ſhe, the widow of a 
Count, who has left her a large fortune; ſhe 
has been formerly very unhappy, as far as I 
can learn, and when ſhe married the Count, 
was eſteemed a great beauty: they lived very 
happy together; he died about a twelvemonth 
ſince, and after ſettling her affairs ſhe came 
into this convent, as the Abbeſs was formerly 
known to her. She is an agreeable woman, 
though: very melancholy on the loſs of her huſ- 
vnd, I imagine. I believe ſhe is not a native 
of France, though of what nation I am igno- 
rant: our whole ſociety will regret when {he 
leaves us, which ſhe talks of doing in fix 
Wade and going to England on buſineſs; 
A but 
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but J hope ſhe will change her determination.“ 
By this time, we were near her, and ſeeing 
Madame de Reviers, ſhe put the picture 
(which I ſaw it was) in her pocket, and joined 
us. I obſeryed ſhe, looked on me with great 
attention, and aſked Madame de Reviers if I 
was not an Engliſhwoman? She anſwered in 
the affirmative. 1 thought ſo, ſaid the 
Counteſs, in French; her features reſemble 
thoſe of a friend long ſince dead.” She ſighed, 
and demanded if I came to reſide in the con- 
vent?“ No, madam, anſwered I, my ſtay 
will not be long; a week at moſt,” : I am 
ſorry for it, faid ſhe, your face beſpeaks you 
amiable, and we ſhould be happy to detain you 
longer among us. We ſhould indeed, ma- 
dam, replied the pleaſing Agnes, and more 
than our ſociety would rejoice to keep Miſs 
Somners always in France; my brother would 
give his life almoſt to obtain her heart. I 
muſt prejudice the Counteſs in his favour, con- 
tinued ſhe to me; if ſhe turns advocate for 
him, you will have a hard matter to reſiſt her 
eloquence. The Counteſs: coloured as deep 
as ſcarlet at theſe words. It is indeed, ſaid 
ſhe, wonderful !” (with infinite confuſion) 
What is wonderful?“ interrupted Madame 
de Reviers. That this young lady fhould 
not love the Marquis, returned ſhe; he is a 
os; favourite of mine, and we muſt make 
him 


120 FEMALE STAB ILITY, 
Him happy.“ She teok my hand, and looked 
for ſome time in my face: you are a very 
lovely girl, ſaid ſhe, and I feel for you an af- 
fection I cannot account for in ſo ſhort a 
knowledge; will you | favour me with your 
friendſhip, charming Mifs Somners? “ Moſt 
willingly, madam, returned I, and pffiall re- 
gard your eſteem as a particular diſtinction.“ 
Indeed, Adeline, 1 thought ſo; I never ſaw 
a more prepoſſeſſing countenance- in my life; 
Her whole manner charmed me, and from that 
moment I wiſhed-to engage her attention, ]--- 
She ſaid, as I had given her gb of friend, 
ſhe ſhould make uſe of the ge to plead 
for the Marquis. Thank you, amiable lady, 
replied his ſiſter, he will have a friend in you 
entirely unexpected.” Much more paſſed on 
this head, and neither would ſuffer me to ſay 
a word in contradiction to their ſcheme. 
We returned to the houſe ; Madame de Re- 
viers introduced me to feveral of the Nuns: 


none of them were equal to the charming Coun- 
teſs ; her manner was captivating to à degree, 
and calculated peculiarly to pleaſe your Louiſa. 
At night, Madame de -Roviers attended me to 
my chamber, and wiſhing me the bleſſing of 


repoſe, retired to her own. The ftrangeneſs 
of the ſcene kept me from ſleeping for fome 
time; 2 large eroſs fixed my attention, and] 
| 6 from it. At laſt 

| I dropt 


FEMALE. STABILI TY. rv 


F:'dropt:afleepy' and, fatigued: with lying: 
awake, continued longer” in it than uſual. 
When 1 opened my eyes, I ſaw the Counteſs 
lookiifg on me with much affection. . Bleſs 
me, madam, ſaid I; I fear it is very 
late l Have youn been long riſen 2” Many 
hours; yr dear, anfwered ſhe, but let not 
that alatm you; ſew in this houſe are up before 
me j the nuns are no at matins, and you are 
early enough: I came to aſſiſt you in dreſſing, 
but finding you aſleep, I fat down till you 
awoke.” She handed me my clothes: “ for- 
bear, dear madam, ſald Ie this humble office 
ſuits not your, rank. She ſmiled, and ſaid. 
we were entirely on an equality in that reſpect, 
and ſhe would not be contradicted. When I 
was dreſſed, ſhe propoſed taking a walk in the 
garden. I immediately conſented, and we 
went together into the ſame walk where I had 
firſt ſeen her. The ſun ſhone very warm; we 
ſought the ſhade of a thick arbour. flo.] 
happy, MiG Somners, ſaid the Counteſs, muſt 
your parents be in ſuch a daughter! I dare ſay- - 
they are both ſenſible of it. Alas, madam, 
anſwered I, I have but one alive; my amiable 
mother Jong: ſince! paid the debt of nature! 
Excuſe my tears, I have many reaſons to la- 
ment her loſs.” Then is ſhe dead! replied 
the Counteſs; I wonder not at your concern; 
the loſs of a mother is ſeverely felt: I condole- 
Vor. IV. F . with 
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with you from-the bottom of my heart.“ She 
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wiped her eyes that: were moiſtened by compaſ- 
fon, and ſeemed as much affected as if the loſs 
had been her on. How much am I 
obliged: to yon, madam, ſaid I, kiſſing her 


hand, for thus ſympathüſing in my ſorrows!” 


She claſped me in her atms: amiable girl, 
ſaid ſne, I love you as I ſhould a child of my 
own ; you ſay, your father lives; where is he?“ 
< At Montpelier, madam; be would have 
come with me to Paris, but the illneſs of the 
old Marquis net him: he will rejoice to 
find his Louiſa: has obtained a friend in the 
Countefs de Chairvilte ; he is the heft of fa- 
thers, and was it not fort the cantinual intrea- 
ties I hear from every mouth to favonr the Mar- 


quis, I ſhould be infinitely happy: you know, 


madam, it. is not in our power to love whom 
we pleaſe.” It is not; my dear, anſwered 
ſhe, but ſurely the merit of the. Marquis is 
ſufficient to engage the aſfections of any lady; 
and did not your father think him wortby, he 

would nöt be ſo much his friend.“ „ Oh, 
madam, returned I, I know he is worthy, in- 


_ finitely-worthy; but I cannot love him; I 


have told my father I cannot: he inſiſts Þ will 


receive his. aſſiduities; what can I do? they 
diſtreſs me infinitely. I dare not diſpute the 


commands of my parent; J ſee fur the pur- 
3 his ſuit was brought to. 
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Paris; he flattered himſelf the pleadings of Nis 
fiſter would move me in his * favour, and per- 
fwaded his father to: adopt this method. Ah, 
madam, dd not you join your intreaties to 
theirs: if you knew what heart- rending con- 
flicts T have lately undergone, you would in 
pity be filent ; the Marquis has all my eſteem, 
which adds to my regret that I cannot beſtow 
on him the regard he fighs for.“ My deat 
Louiſa, ſaid the Tounteſs, from what I have 
obſerved, there is | ſomething more than indif- 
ference for the” Marquis that cauſes your re- 
fuſal; theſe bluſhes confirm my ſuſpicions: 
perhaps your father is unacquainted with the 
ſituation of your heart, which I faney is pre- 
judieed in favour of another; if ſo, my deat 
girl, I ſincerely pity you; I have ſuffered 
much from love mylelf Ik I have gueſſed 
right, as your ſilence tells me I have, make 
me your confident ; on my ſecreſy you may 
rely : perhaps it may be in my power to affift 
you, either hy advice or ſome other way. I 
will endeavour to reconeile your father to rea- 
ſon, as I ſhall ſoon leave the convent, and go 
to Montpelier ia my way to England, where I 
maſt ſhortly be.“ « Of that I was to go with 
you, madam, ſaid I, what happineſs would be 
mine! T ſhould again behold my dear friends 
and native ſhore, from which I have been ſo 


a and * F hope for- ever, this. 
| So 2 land, 
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land, Where by have ſuffered the moſt. acute 


- uncaſineſs.”, Ah, Louiſa, ſaid the Counteſs, 
I find your heart i is in England; why will you 
not tell me the real ſituation of it? there lives 
not a perſon who would. be more ready to ſerve 
vou than myſelf. You, have engaged my af- 
fection in the ſhort time 1 have known. you, 
and it appears of a „much longer an by the 
ſenſations I feel in your favour.” 
Red 7 know not what i impelled me, my Adeline, 
to wiſh the ſituation of my heart known to 
this charming woman, but 1. certainly did. 
After a little heſitation I anſwered her; it is 
not a fear of your ladyſhip's ſecreſy y that keeps 
me filent, when ſo kindly urged to ſpeak, but 
an apprehenſion that you, may withdraw your 
regard from me, and condemn. my conduct as 
; imprudent ; howeyer, , I will run the hazard, 
and lay. my heart 15 you with the utmoſt 
truth and candour.“ then proceeded to in- 
form her all that had happened from my firſt 
acquaintance vith Freemet to the preſent time; 
and conclude with begging her allowance, for 
the concealment of. my attachment from my 
father, telling her at the ſame time, nothing 
ſhould. have induced me to act in a manner ſo 
clandeſtine, but the perfect knowledge I had 
of his diſpoſitions |. "When I ceaſed, e Coun- 
teſs took. my hand \ with ienferneſsy, © thank 
| n my dear Miſs W for chis mar of 


1 | 
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your eſteem, and will do evety thing in my | 
power to af you; \ not a' fyllable of (hike you 
have uttered ſhall paſs theſe Hips without your 
confent, and yo may depend 1 will ſay no 
more in favour of the Marquis. I had juſt 
time to thank her before we were joined by 
Madame de Reviers. We returned with het 
into the houſe to breakfaſt, and found Madame 
de Bellfleur and the Marquis in the parlour. 
I looked at the Cotinteſs, who ſmiled. ' He 
gracefully paid his compliments to her, which 
ſhe returned. He then came to me, and en- 
quired after my health with the anxiety of a 
vip T affured him T was well. Madame 
de Bellfleur inſiſted, ſleeping one night in a 
monaſtry had altered me for the worſe : If 
I was you, my Lord, (continued ſhe to the 
Marquis) I hould inſiſt Louifa quitted” the 
convent "direaly,' or you will have her a mere 
ſkeleton.”” We att” not ſo eafily part with 
Mifs Somners, madam, returned the Counteſs; : 
during her ſhort ſtay, ſhe has made a friend 
that will Iament her loſs ſincerely. un How 
kind, madam; anfwered I, thus to allow me 
to afpire to your friendſhip ! my regret will be 

equal; to your's when I am obliged to leave 
you.” Man Dieu] (exclaimed: Madame 
.de Bellfleur) this girl gains the love of every 
body go where ſhe will; why, my Lord, you 
F loſe your wife at laſt.” De Reviers 


F 3. ſighed- 
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|  fghed. Ah, Louifa, ſaid he, was your 

beart but mine, how ſhould I rejoice at the 
admiration you receive] but now it ſtabs me 
to the foul. | Surely you will leave the con- 
vent to- day, and not ſuffer me to mourn your 
abſence longer.“ I cannot, my Lord; 1 
would not quit your ſiſter and the 3 
till neceſſity compels me, on any account.“ 

The whale time he ſtaid was ſpent in i in- 
treating me to change my reſolution, but he 
could not prevail; and he took leave with de- 
jection. In this manner paſſed four days z; each 
hour endeared the Counteſs to me, and I had 
the pleaſure to find I was not leſs eſteemed by 
her.” This morning de Reviers ſent. to inform 
me his father was worſe, and wiſhed.to-ſce-us 
both. I have juſt communicated this intelli- 
gence to the Counteſs, who expreſſes the moſt 
flattering concern at my ſudden departure; and 
I fit down to add ſomething to this letter, 
which has been begun ever ſince I came into 
the convent. I muſt leave you, and return to 
the Counteſs and Madame de Reviers: the 
Marquis will call for me in about two hours. 
* * » „ „ ** * S * * * > 


T have JEL the charming 8. 
my Adeline; and while the carriage is getting 


ready to convey us to, Montpelier, I wil con- 
Aude 
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clude this letter. Phe time before the Mar- 
quis came wos ſpent in aſſurances ſrom her of 
everlaſting friendſhip and eſteem, and the fame 
from me. We heard the voice af de Reviers 
raking to his ſiſter in the purlour. The Coun- 
teſs embraced me with tears; adieu, my 
dear Louiſa, ſaid ſhe, keep up your, ſpirits, 
and let me hear from you. Mark my words, 
you wall certainty be happy with your beloved 
Freemerz let me know every ftep that is taken, 
but ſhew not my letters to your father. If he 
procteds to any violent meaſures, depend on 
it I will cn to Montpelier, and do every: 
thing for you in my power. I thanked her 
for her kindneſs in broken accents. Madame 
de Reviers came up; ah, Miſs Somners, 
ſaid ſhe, if you have any compaſſion, give 
ſome hope to my brother, Who is almoſt diſ- 
tracted; ſuffer me to think he may at laſt make 
an impreſſiom on 5vuriheart, and render ndt ia 
vrhole family wretehei by your ictuelty; let 


me call you by the name of ſrſter, and pre- 


ſerve the ſenſes of the moſt amlabie uf men?” 
dhe wrung her hands; the tears. frole; deen 
her cheeles. I wasinfiaite]y diſtreſſed: ,t 
can I do, iinydear:Aghes, What cn Ido? fad 
I egeem your” brother, but my love will 

never be his; I will not flatter his paſſion with: 
falſe hopes; plead not for him, it rends my 
heart.“ Ie would plead moſt powerfully- 
F 4 for 
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for himſelf, ſaid ſhe; but he dreads your eric 
refuſal; let me deg of you, if you cannot love 
him, to ſoften it as much as poſſible t at any 
rate, it will nearly deſtroy him.“ I promiſt 
you, Madame. de Reviers, ſaid I, I. will- tell 
him my fixed reſolution as tehderly as you 
would 35 J would at any hazard preſeive his 
peace, where my principles werte nat con- 
cerned, but I never can conſent to lmarry a 
man I do not love.“ That is an unanfwer- 
able objection, returned ſhe. We aroſe and 

walked to the parlour, where the Marquis was 
waiting impatiently for me. He took a tender 
leave of his. ſiſterg and (haſtily ſnatching my 
chand, was leading me to the coach. I turned 
back to take a ſecond adieu of the agreeable 
inhabitants of the convent; I thanked; the 
Abbeſs for her civility, and again embraced 
the Counteſs; and Madame de Reviers: The 
Marquis put me into the carriage; he exerted 
every tenderneſs in his power to baniſh: my ſor- 
row, but my heart was ſo oppreſſed, that had 

1 not wept, I believe I ſhould have fainted. 
When we got to this manſion, I could no way 
better employ my time than in concluding 
this. Madame de Bellfleur calls me; I muſt 
did you adieu. 1 ſhall leave my letter 10 to 
* forwarded to England. 11% Y 4 248.50 L 
on #51754 T ee vour's, 
TITS . LovuisA SounERs. 
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r Wr eee ts the” Dutcheſs of 
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ans W 1 * Montague Houſe... F 
GINOE/ 1 hae Fromm your Grace, W 
event has happened, Which to me has been 1 
productive of the greateſt pleaſure; no leſs , 
than the diſcovery of Miſs Belville at the il 
play'a few nights ago. Lord Arundel ſeeing © | ] 
me in one of the ſide-boxes, came to enquire ] 
after my health. Lord Bromfield was with 


me, wo is but juſt returned to Exgland- 1 
invited Arundel home to ſup with me, which 


he declinèd on account of ſome ladies he was 
with. When he returned to the box, I ſaid I 
would go and take a look at the fair ones: ace- 
eordingly we went all three together. Miſs: 
| Belville's back was towards us, but the mo- 
ment I caught a glimpſe of her I knew her. 
She turned ſuddenly, and ſeeing Lord Brom- 
field, fainted in the arms of a gentleman who 
ſat near here Your Grace will eaſily imagine 
my ſenſations at that moment; I forgot every 
thing but her; and ſpringing acroſs the ſeats, = 
took her from the gentleman. who held her, 
exclaiming with the utmoſt diſtraction ſhe was: 
dead: whatelſe I might ſay E know'not. One 
. of the ladies called for her carriage, and while: 
ſomebody was gone for it the charming Ade 
line recovered. ons was ready to faint aſe 


541 4 cdond 
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cond time when ſhe ſaw. Lord Bromfield near 
| her, but. a ſhower. of teuis Tame to her. relief. 
The carriage was now:ready ; Lord Arundel 
and arrother gentleman ſupported her to it. 
She ſtarted with horror as the paſſed Lord 
Bromkeld,, and ſaid ſomething wildly. He 
aſked one f the ladies where he ſhould find 
her; and being told, ſaid. he would follow im- 
mediately to the houſe of Mr. Evelin, in 
Portman - ſquare, where ſhe has been ſmee Mr. 
Somners went abroad. I would, have per- 
ſwaded him to the contrary, hut nothing would. 
deter him: ha ſaid he came to England merely. 
to intreat her pardon for the miſery he had oc-- 
caſioned; you know, madam, how fatally he- 
was concerned in the melancholy cataſtrophe. 
of Mr. Grenville. Einding him reſolute, I 
determined to accompany him, ,which I did. 
The ſcene that paſſed between him and Mifs 
Belville is not tobe deſcribed; I never was ſo 
much affected in my liſe; ſhe nobly forgave 
him, and for all her recent allneſs, ſought to- 
comfort him for his brother's loſs. Lord 
| Bromkfield declared tome afterwards, her hea - 
venly behaviour amazed him.. I have ſten her 
donee ſince, but have nut mentioned. my paſ- 
fron... I would: not. appear; indelinate in her 
ces for worldle, and therefore da not go ſo- 
often. to: Portman ſq uare as my inclination. 
Ee though J 1 polite 
3 and 


oy . * 
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and general inuitation both from Mr. and Mrs. 
Evelin. Mr. Grenville has now been dead 
four years; you know, madam, the difficulty . 
L-have had to conquer myſelf in all that time, 
nor do I believe I ſhould have gained the vic-- 
tory. over. my ꝓaſſian, had not my affairs abroad 


detained me. The ſight of Mits Belville, 


more beautiful; if polible,. than when I firſt - 
knew. her,. has increaſed my love, and IL. am 
reſolved to make ber once more an offer of my 
hand and fortune. As the chief obſtacle to 
my happineſs is nom rembved, I may reaſbna- 
bly hope for ſucteſs; 1 know the loved Mr. 
Grenville wich tenderneſs,” but now he is gone, 
ſhe may perhaps look on me. I would with. 
this application to be conducted with all poſ-- 
ſible delicacy, for which reaſon I intreat the 


to Miſe Belville in my rr, I ſhould efteerix 
it as the greateſt obligation. I know. my dedr-- 
mother: needs no caution to be tender on the - 
death of her Auguſtus ; her on delicate fer- 
ings will beſt ſaggeſt to her the method to pro- - 
\oped.. Fail not to urge my pretenſions with Abl 
the energy in your power: on har acteptance 
hangs my happineſs. I find fhe has refuſed: 
many noble offers, but they had not the re- 
commendation of a former knowledge: ſurely 
Iimay depend en that. My mind will be in 
2 molt diſagreeable ftate of ſuſpenſa till 1. 


& AUK 


aſſiſtance of your Grace. Tf you would write- 
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am informed of my fate. I know the affection 
your Grace entertains for me illi make you a 

powerful pleader. Every — will be an 
age. till I n ou. * "MonTAGOs. 
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| 1. AM convinced, wy ———.—— vou will 
= de anxious to hear of Miſs  Belville's, health, 
| after the diſagreeable encounter deſeribed in 
| | my laſt ;, I have therefore ſeized the; faſt appor- 
| Aunty, to inform you of her recovery. We. 


= e from hes 
| 2 kt, but. a little weakneſs which. it. had occa- 
| honed... Lord. Bromfield ſent, early the moſt 


tender enquimes. after her health. Sbe re- 
turned an anſwer herſelf, and ſaid ſhe iſhou}d 
de happy to ſee him in: the, afternoon... I ex- 
A Preſſed my fuxprine at this, and rather blamed 
per for it. Why fo,my. Harriet? ſaid ſhe; 
| 1 thank heaven. my. ſpirits, are much better, and 
| * can ſupport the interview; bis behaviour laſt 
„ night gave .me the. ſuncerelt.pleaſure.;; Shall I 

„ confirm. and. ſtrengthen, his penitence as 
* much as. is. i n my 4 power ! Prue, he has been. 
| e of many en but he nan r. 


* 
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af-polibte/-forger," the /inisfortuncs they may 
may kuve occaſioned? The heart that wan= 
ders from virtue, ſhoule be cheriſhed on its re- 
turn. I believe his penitence ſineete, and 
every thing that can make him happy, and de- 
pends on me, ſſrall Bei grunted. Is he not the 
brother of m/ Grenville, the much - Ioved bro- 
ther, in vitidication of whoſe honour that beit 
of men forfeited his life? He forgave him with. 
his expizing- breath; and ſhall not 1 follow his 
bright example, which will bring me to eter- : 
nal happineſs? IWill, my Harriet, and con- 
quer every thought that would lead me to regard 
him as the deſtroyer of him loved. Fhus did 
this admirablegirlalenee me, when! attempted. 
do ſay any thing againſt her ſeeing the Earf. 
The Duke of Montague, Lord: Arundel ind: 
Sin Edward ſent ſeveral times during the day 

to n]. how ſhe did. Mrs: and Bits Dun. 
:earinon'fat half an hour with us in. the morir- 
ing! and returned duite happy to find ſhe had 
roeiued no. material injury. Sir Harry Evelin 
dimed at Portman ſquare, and begged to fee: 
| - Mif#'BeWille;' bat ſhe excuſed herſelf, as ſhe 
bad reſolVedto/admit'no one but Lord Brom. 
field. -About ſix he ; ſhe changed co- 
bur when his name — nounced, but re- 
 edivied him" with the greateſt fieetneſs, and 
offered him a ſeat! on the ſopha by her. A 


ned * Lat on his eountenan &, 


La Abo 


which 
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which, appeared the.roſultiof, inward reflection. 
After the uſual compliments, we were ſilent 
ſome time ; Lord Bromfield; firſt broke it, ad- 
dreſſing my friend: The time which: has 
elapſed fince I laſt ſaw. you, Miſs Belville, ſaid 
he, has been ſpent in riot and exceſs, as you 
have no doubt heard; I acknowledge it, ma- 
dam; the reproaches of my ; confciende were 
. 200. heavy to ſuppott, and 1 flew to a variety 
of pleaſures in hopes of obliterating remem- 
brance; but 1 found, When L had tried them 
all, the ſame tarmenting reſloctions would atiſe, 
and 1 was more miſerable as I had more crimes 
to anſwer for. I knew. the-courſerbf-dife I. 
led would rembitter the few; remaining days of. 
the Earl, and therefore ſtudiouſly cancealed it 
from. him; his death gave me a diſtaſte to 
what, [ before called pleaſure. The end of 
that good man was ſuch as bu, imagine 
from the tenoutr af his life; no conxulſive 
agony. diſturbed. his laſt; moments, but all Mas 
peace; .. he. was ſenſchle to the laſt he, rejeiced. 
at the proſpect before him, and pathetically 
- recommended a virtuous, courle; 10. me. A 
little before he expired; he. called, aue to him: 
My ſen, ſaid he, I, am geing to goin qr 
dear mother. and, my, Auguſtus; in a better 
world; remember my words win am geme; 
act well while you are | hems candies: thall 
Ke: meet, never, to rt ai. Tell ay. 
AT. 


Ai, 
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dear Adeline, the child of my affection, I 
leave my dlefling for her; I will not oppreſs 
ber with worldly wealth; ſhe has enough al- 
ready; but if ſhe will accept theſe pictures, 
give them to ber; ſhe loved both me and thy 
angelic mother, and will efteem them for our 
ſakes.” He laid a ſmall :cafket in Adelinc's 
lap, who fat weeping by him, and walked up 
and down the room in viſible diſtreſs. After 
fome. time he ſeated himſelf again, and went 
em: I have now diſcharged the commiſſion 
he truſted to me, which I ought to have done 
before. Almoſt his laſt breath was employed 
in bleſſing you, and intreating me to imitate 
your matchleſs virtues.. How have Ar 
by that advice ! my life has been all error.“ 
Say no more of that, ty Lord, cried Adeline; 
your pre ſent frame of mind atones for Hour. 
former miſconduct. I thank you for theſe 
dear reſemblances, continued the,” (opens - 
ing the caſe, and k iſſing the pictures) chey are 
the richeſt legacies the Earl could leave me: 
beloved mother. of my. Auguſtus! thou ſhalt 
eyer be my co mpH¹n⁰qꝙj]ð:e She replaced them 
in the cafe, and put chem in har pocket. The 
Earl looked om her mith emotion, and taking 
her hand, ;pzeſſed..tt ro chis lips: *< Excellent 
Miſs Betville +! faid.he,; you tear my heart! 
Oh that I had neuer lived! you might then 
have been happy with my amiuble brether. I. 


| 
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dave embittered your days, and made miſera- 
ble the moſt lovely of her ſex; but you are re- 
venged, Adeline; the ſtings of my accuſing 
conſcience are ſharper than the ſword which 
ended Grenville's life.“ Ah, talk not ſo, 
anſwered, ſhe; ; I wiſhinot for revenge; it was 
the will of heaven, and; I ſubmit. / ; Compoſe 
yourſelf, Lord Bromfield, and. you may yet 
be. happy; if my forgiveneſs and ſiſterly regard 
will make you ſo, it is your's. It will, my 
Adeline, anſwered he; I will endeavour to 
atone for what is paſt; your pardon will make 
me ſet about it with joy. Sometimes I will 
ſee you, but not often; that would be an in- 
dulgence too great for my offences. ſhall ſet 
out to-morrow. for. Grenville-abbey, where, by 
a. ſtrict life and penitence, I hope to recover 
my of mind; all I intreat is, that you 
will receive my letters, and ſometimes conde- 
ſoend to anſwer them;-and when I ſind my 
peace reſtored, I will viſit you in London, or 
at Belville-park, Adeline Joyfully derer 
to write as often as he wiſned. 

After this we became more e and 
entered into: general converſation. The Earl 
informed us, it had pleaſed heaven to call 
hence his brother's murderer, or he believed, 
notwithſtanding his promiſe to Auguſtus, he 
ſhould have fought him, as he went to Flan- 
r that purpoſe, where he died of a fever 


und S TAE T. x99 
ſome days before. We both rejoiced that he 
fell: not by the hands of Lord Bromfield, eſpe- 
cially Adeline. He ſtayed near three hours 
with us, and took a very affeRionate leave of 
both, telling us, when next he ſaw us he hc 
to de more thy bur frhndſhip- This © 
eumſtance gave me real lang bar thsugn 
my Adeline has more fortitude than any wo- 
man I know, yet it would have been a ſevere 
tryal ef it to be continually expoſed to' his 
ſight. I dare ſay his penitence is real, but it 
will be better for her that he ſhould be at a 
diſtance. Thus my: dear. madam, I Hope: this 
diſag reeable affair is ended, and ind further in- 
vaſton of her peate will be the conſequence. 
She is happier than for ſome time; the repen- 
tance of Lord Bromſteld delights her; ſhe 
would i make the whole world bleſſed, if poſſi- 
. ble; never had mo mortal zJarger ſhire df be- 
neuolence. I ſend you "another"letteri from 
. Louiſa; ) Mifs Belviſte bids me ſay, you nesd 
not return it. Adieu, my deareſt madam; be- 
lieve on with md rk n 21 
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have embittered your days, and made miſera- 
ble the moſt lovely of her ſex; but you-are re- 
venged, Adeline; the ſtings of my accuſing 
conſcience are — than the ſword which 

ended n life.“ Ah, talk not ſo, 
anſwered. ſhe ; I wiſh not for revenge; it was 
the will of heaven, and; I ſubmit. Compoſe 
yourſelf, Lord Bromſield, and you may yet 
be happy; if my forgiveneſs and ſiſterly regard 
will make you ſo, it is your's.”- It will, my 
Adeline, anſwered he; 1 will endeavour to 
atone for what ſis paſt; your pardon will make 
me ſet about it with joy. Sometimes J will 
ſee you, but not often; chat would be an in- 
dulgence too great for my offences. I ſhall ſet 
out to-morrow for Grenville-abbey, where, by 
2 ſtrict life and penitence, I hope to recover 
my of mind; all J intreat is, that you 
will receive my letters, and ſometimes conde- 
ſend. to anſwer them; and when I find my 
peace reſtored, I will viſit you in London, or 
at Belville-park,” Adeline Joyfully erg 
to write as often as he wiſhed. 

After this we became more e and 
entered into: general converſation. The Earl 
informed us, it had pleaſed heaven to call 
hence his brother's murderer, or he believed, 
notwithſtanding his promiſe to Auguſtus, he 
ſhould have fought him, as he went to Flan- 
ders for that purpoſe, where he died of a fever 
dern! ; ſome 
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ſome days before. We both rejoiced that he 
ſell not by the hands of Lord Bromfield, eſpe- 
cially Adeline. He ftayed near three hours 
with us, and took a very affectionate leave of 
both, telling us, when next he ſaw us he he 
to be more worthy bur friendſhip- This eix- 
eumſtance gave me real pleaſure; for though 
my Adeline has more fortitude than any wo- 
man I know, yet it would have been a ſevere 
try} ef it to be continually expoſed to his 
ſight. I dare ſay his er is real, but it 
will be better fort her that he ſhould be at a 
diſtance. mus my! dear madam; I Hope: this 
diſag reeable affair is entled,: and nd further in- 
vaſton of her peate will be the conſequence. 
She is happier than for ſome time; the repen- 
tance: of Lord Bromſteld delights her; ſhe 
would make the whole world bleſſed, if poſſi- 
. ble; never had any mortal rlasgel hre debe - 
nevolene. I fend you another letter i from 
Louiſa; Mifs Bel ville bids me day, o need 
not return it. Adieu, my deareſt madam; be- 
lieve me, with the utmoſt affection ,n, 

b ouly Your dutiful and ſincere? + | 
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Bru the dene of: 1 ad- 
trefs'the amiable Miſs Belville, on a ſubject 
very near the heart of both the Duke! and my- 
felf.” "Though we have been before fo unfor- 
tunate as to receive a:negativeſto.our oyertures, 
yet I flatter: myſelf it will not be ſo now. 
The melancholy change in your eircumſtan- 
des, my dear girl, which: bas been ſincerely 
lamented by me as, welk as my Edwin, embal- 
dens us onee more to hope for -an alliance with 
Four uirtues, without which my fon will never 
be happy. Nou know my ſentiments in your 
favaur and may imagine wat joy ſuch an 
event -would give me: ve ſcllicit this, Miſs 
Belville, as neceſſary to dur happineſa. Suf- 
for me eto call you by the name of daughter, 
and I ſhall 2 my eyes in peace. None ſure 
is more worthy to ſucceed the inimitable Mr. 
Grenville. in your affection than the Duke; he 
is the. beſt young man of quality I know, ſet- 

| "ing the partiality of a mother out of the queſ- 

tion. His conſtant affection I need not plead, 
that will ſpeak for itſelf with you, who have 
the moſt grateful diſpoſition in the world. In 


yain have the beſt families | in England courted 
his 


4 8. 
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kis alliance; his heart was attached to Fiber 
alone, and he would never give it to ano 
I own T endeavoured to wean his affeclions, as $ 
I thought them hopeleſs, but the endeavour 
ſucceeded not. Whenever I pointed out any 
lady I wiſhed him to diſtinguiſh, his eonſtanit 
anſwer Was, 1 the man who had loved Miſs 
Belville could never look with eyes of affection 
on any other woman. Many pangs did hig 
obſtinate adherence to his ill-fated love colt 
me. - When the melancholy news of Mr. 
Grenville's death reached me, 1 felt a gleam 
of comfort on my ſon's acunt; yet my heart 
was torn. with anguiſh. at the idea of your ſuf- 
ſerings. My: Edwin too lamented this blow 
to your happineſs with real concern; and tho 
his love 4s as violent as ever agitated. the breaſt 
of man, yet! he has hitherto forbore to mention 
it from motives of delicacy 5 1 His ſudden 
meeting you at the play, and your behaviour 
ſince that period, induces him. te break the 
ſilence he had enjoined himſelf, and by me 
again offers you his hand and fortune; the 
latter ſhall be entirely ſettled on you as well. 
as your own ; he wiſhes for nothing but your- 
ſelf to make. him happy. Let me intreat, my 
dear Adeline, you will compleat our felicity, 
by returning a favourable, anſwer, I have no 
doubt but you will prefer my ſon to any otheꝶ 


lover, on account of his prior claim. If you 
| comply 
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comply Wich our wiſhes, 1 will immediately 
attend yo! and make all neceſſary prepara- 
tions. „ 8 ould. rejoice _ to behold you, my 
amiable ſuffering girl, but more particularly in 
the happy light of a child. I am ſorry the 
meeting. with' Lord Bromfield occaſioned fo 
great a ſhock to your. gentle ſpirits, but I do 
not wonder at it; I, ſhould not like an inter- 
view with him my viel. The death of his ex- 
cellent mother Be the good Earl has given me 
| many uneaſy moments; ; they àre mementos of 
my own. Be it fo, my Adeline; if I can be- 
Held my child united to you, and both happy, 
T have no. more to do with life. Farewel. 

3 R Mos raus. 
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Tn E letter 4 de which I have 
juſt received, fraught with expreſſions of kind- 
neſs and eſteem, was an honour unexpected, 
ir therefore infinitely pleaſing. The con- 
ents are of a nature too important for me 
to neglect atiſwering immediately. T am fully 
fenſible of your Grace's good intentions to- 
wards me, as well as the Ditke's; and to both 
return my grateful thanks for your continued 
Partiality, and the noble offers contained in 
. _ laſt; but, my deareft madam, I am 
| obliged. 


4 
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0 4 a them. „ The 3 of Mr. 


Grenville has made life infipid to we, and 1 


| am reſolved” to paſs it without any connection 


of tender kind: he only Soi my heart, 
and with him f it lies buried, dead to every ides | 


of love. My only conſolation afiſes from the 


knowledge that we ſhall be again unlted in 
heaven. As your Gract was acquainted: with 
the object of my tendereſt regard, and likewiſe 
with the circumſtances of 15 deäth, you can- 
not wonder I ſhould lament him at this hour 
with the ſame ſenſibility as at the moment he 
expired; I do, madam, and ever ſhall. The 
tears I have. ſhed over his monument are not 
numerous, nor my complaints loud; but my 
heart has wept inwardly, and been a ſtranger 
to comfort, from the time of his death; tho', 


on account of my friends, Who were miſerable 


for me, I haye brought myſelf to ap {a com- 
poſed and toJerably happy : this has he deſired 


effect, and really! makes them would not 


have your Grace i imagine Tam a hypocrite nei- 
ther, and only appear contented when my teal 
ſentiments are repining. and dillitisfieds not 
ſo: Iam reſigned to the will of him who made 
me, and thought proper to remove my Au- 
guſtus early from me; nor have I ever wiſhed 
him back in this world of trouble; but ſtill 
frail nature will exert its feelings, and fop 
remembrance well on what is paſt... Mr. 

| Grenville 
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| Grenville loved. e with an affe gion nevere ex» 
celled. * We were on. the e eve of marriage : the 
very morning that ſhould have united us, put a 
fatal period. to his life. I ſaw that beſt, of 
men, Who but the night before was fondly 
exulting in his happineſs, and bleſfing his lot, 
brought home pale, bleeding, and infenſible! 

When he recovered his reaſan, . he felt not for 
himſelf ; all his diſtreſs was on my account. 
On, could I ever marry, J were unworthy of 
his matchleſs love! I promiſed him I would 
not; voluntarily promiſed, Thus have I laid 
before your Grace the real ſituation of my 
heart. You. find I never can liſten to the 
Duke as a lover, though. his virtues will make 
him regarded as my friend, if he will now ac- 
cept the name; but no perſuaſions will induce 
me to marry. I ſhall rejoice, to receive your 
Grace if you will favour me with a viſit, and 
though I cannot accept the title of daughter, 1 
ſhall be happy in your continued regard. 1 
am, with the ſincereſt affection, my ma- 


dam, your n devoted 
1 Apzlix Bervuus, 
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Bias my fan." is Miſs Belvinle s anſwer 
to my 21 All 1 have to adviſe i is, that you 
EE. will 
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will copy the reſignation of the amiable writer 
on a much more trying occaſion. I cannot 
urge her again, her refuſal is ſo abſolute. I 
know, my Edwin, this will be a ſevere blow, 
to your new · formed hopes; but you muſt ſub- 
mit. J wiſh it could have been otherwiſe. 
'Fhe' lovely Adeline is a treaſure that would 
adorn 4 throne; yet how infinitely unfortu- 
nate has ſhebeen! I wiſh- you would not ſee 
her; it will only inereaſe your paſſion for her, 
which muſt: now be conquered. Remember, 
my child, you muſt ſupport the evils of this 
world, and as a Chriſtian learn to endure 
them. Let me not {ce you oppreſſod with me- 
lancholy; 'Þ eannot bear it. Fbe good girl 
who no cauſes your trouble, has herſelf un- 
dergone ſo mueh, that it would be eruelty to 
preſs her further, when her reaſons for refuſing: 
are ſo laudable. I ſhall ſee her when I'come 
to town, but do not aſł me to plead for you; 
it would pain me infinitely after that letters 
Adieu: I find my head bad With writing. I 
ſhall haſten to you, : as 'T think gonna a com- 
forte. 


; * 
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Is END you, my dear madam, a letter from 
| the Dutcheſs of Montague to Miſs Belville, 
and her anſwer ::I thought ſhe would havę an ap- 
plication from that quarter, by the: Duke's 
behaviour. Lord Arundel and Sir Edward 
were with us when Adeline ſent her letter to 
the poſt: they. ſaw. the direction, and ſeemed 
uneaſy. She inſtantly relieved them, by ſay- 
ing, 1 have had a diſagreeable circumſtance 
happen from the interview at the play, which, 
unleſs this paper ends, will moſt likely make 
me unhappy for a time.“ They both eagerly 
aſked what it was? You: ſhall know, ſaid 
ſhe; this letter, which I received yeſterday, 
will inſorm you, and here is my anſwer,” She 
gave them both, and walked to the window. 
They ſoon recovered; their tranquillity, and 
took leave with expreſfiqns of gratitude for her 


generoſity. - This morning Miſs Belville was 
told the Duke begged leave to, ſee her. She 


deſired he might be ſhewn up ſtairs. I thought 
I had/better withdraw, which Adeline did not 
oppoſe. When he was gone, I returned to 
my friend, and found her in tears. I aſked 
the reaſon of it? « Alas, ſaid ſhe, I was 

horn. to give pain ! The Duke has taken an 

N everlaſting 
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everlaſting leave of me and England ; he ſays 
my cruelty, has made hateful his native land, 
and he will never return to it. The Nutchefs 
is in town, and will come here this afternoon, 
How I ſhall ſupport an interview with her I 


know not; perhaps ſhe may accuſe me of hav- 
ing deprived her . ſon of happineſs; yet what 


could 1 do?” While ſhe ſpoke, Sir Harry 


Evelin and his ſiſter came into the room. 
Adeline covered her face with her hariffers 


chief, and aroſe to leave us. Sir Harry at- 


tempted to detain her, but ſhe broke from him 
and run up ſtairs. For heayen's ſake, Miſs 
Abinton, what does this mean, cried he; 


| line?” Mrs. Evelin aſked the ſame e 
Thus preſſed, I was obliged to acknowledge 
her uneaſineſs aroſe from the Duke. This 
encreaſed their curioſity, which I promiſed to 
gratify, provided Adeline gave her conſent, 
which I would endeayour to obtain immedi- 


ately. I went to her dreſſing-room and told 


her what had paſſed. She gave me leave to 
inform them, and J returned to the dining- 
room; they were waiting impatiently for me. I 
told them all that had occurred fince the Duke 
ſaw Miſs Belville. Her abſolute refuſal ſeemed 
to delight Sir Harry: this lady is never to 
be pleaſed, ſaid he, with viſible pleafure ; ſhe 
refuſes all the beſt matches in the kingdom, 

Vor. IV. G but 


what occaſions this grief in the lovely Ade- 
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but moſt likely her heart will yield at laſt,” 
4 1 believe not, fir, anſwered I; ; my. Adeline 
has had a life of ſorrow; her mind will never 
again yield to love.” You, ladies are very Vio- 
lent i in your grief, returned he; but it ſeldom 
laſts a great While.“ I did not contradict him, 
as I wiſhed not an argument; I found he wanted 
to ſpeak, with his ſiſter alope, and therefore 


5. them to gether. After the Dutcheſs has 
been here I will conclude this letter; but now 


1 muſt bid you adieu, or 1 ſhall n not be Urelſed 
before dinner. 2 


Laber * 1 „ 1. - * * * ts 
Fe | had no opportunity of teilig this yel- 
terday, my dear madam, but will do it now. 

Ny fend was under great apprehenſions in 

what manner the Dutcheſs mi ight! behave. About 

ſeven ſhe came; Adeline met her at the drawing- 


| room door: My dear girl, faid the, embracing 


her, What a length of time it is ſince I have 
had this happineſs ! 1 longed to ſee vou, and 
ſhould have waited on you before, but I was 
not well enough. MINE: Your Grace is too ge- 


nerous, anſwered ſhe, wiping | her eyes, I have 


not merited. duch treatment; this tenderneſs 
overcames me.” c No more of that, my * | 
returned che Hutcheſs, you merit every thing; 


could 1 have called 05 eee 1 a have | 
been. 
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been too happy. Believe me, Miſs Belville, 


had that deſired circumſtance taken place, I had 


no wiſh'to form. My poor Edwin is ſadly diſ- 
| appointed, but I blame you not; the heart is 
not to be commanded. I feared, my good girl, 
you would not recover the ſevere ſhock you had 
received when' firſt the news reached my ears; 


but, in compliance with my ſon's intreaties, I 


wrote to you. I did not expect an immediate 
conſent, though I did not ſuppoſe you would 
have given ſo abſolute a refuſal; but your ſitu- 

ation is uncommonly unfortunate, and muſt 


meet with pity: from every one that knows it.“ 


How kindly conſiderate, madam! anſwered 
Adeline; this behaviour, after what has paſ- 
ſed, calls for my everlaſting gratitude Could 
I have made you happy, how joyfully would I 
have done it! but, alas! I am an alien from 
_ happineſs myſelf, | Had I given my hand: to the 

dean my heart would ſtill have been want- 
| : I eſteemed him too much, even to peed 


I 50 a the te pk" to 22 3 gy 


guſtus. Say no more, my dear, interrupted 
the Dutcheſs, Lknow your excellent heart; had 


my ſon been fortunate enough toobtain it before 
it had heen attached, he would have been the 
| happieſt of men; I am only uneaſy he returned 


to England; I urged every. argument againſt 
* N nothing would detain him abroad; 


/ G 2 | k the”. 
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not to eee it remains indelible on 


che heart, This I repreſented to my Edwin, 
| but youth and à ſanguine diſpoſition led him to 


think 1 might he miſtaken: | he. reſolved to 


come ever, and once more try his fortune 
with you. The diſappeintment of his hopes 
_ at preſent fits very heavy upon him, but I truſt 
time and proper ad vice may reconcile him bet- 
ter to his fate. He is reſolved to quit the 
kingdom; J do not oppoſe it, but have pro- 
miſed to attend him. All places are alike to 
me where he is. 1 could not put this defign in 
execution without ſeeing you, and aſſuring 
you I am not the leaſt diſpleaſed that you have 
refuſed my fon. The affection I feel for you, 
your merit inſpired ; which, in my opinion, is 
Increaſed by your tryals. I know all your be- 
. Saviour, my Adeline, from the hour of Mr. 
Brenville's death to the preſent time, and am 
boch charmed and furprized at it; enn 
of my attaining this knowledge was from Lord 
| Arundel, who owned to me he Was your Jover, 
and had been rejected. Set your heart at reſt, 
my good girl, and, believe me, while T have 
Aife 1 mall regard you as the beſt of women.“ 
Tuyeſe kind affurances quietedithe apprehenſions 
f Miſs Belville, and he thanked the Dutcheſs 
„ Much more con- 


verſation 


* 
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verſation paſſed between them too tedious to 
write, relative to my Adeline's former life. | 
The Dutcheſs lamented the death of Lady 

Bromkeld with. real affection, and was joined 
by Miſe Belville and me. She kindly en- 
quired after Mr. Somners and Louiſa, and 
Gid; if it was in her power, ſhe would fee 
chem at Montpelier. Her behaviour to Ade» 
ne was tender; and like a mother; the was 
much affected when ſhe took leave. Shall 

I not fee you again, madam?” cried my friend. 
* fear not, my dear, anſwered her Grace; 

my ſtay in England will be very: ſhort ; the 
Das is infinitely precipitate in what he un- 
dertakes. Adieu, my amiable girl, continued 
ite, may the Almight bleſs you! When 
I can bring my "es to his misfortune as 
he ought, 1 may again fee you, if it ſhould 
pleaſe heaven to ſpare my life.” She embraced 
her with tears. Miſs Belville hung about her 
in an agony. Her parting with the Dake had 
depreſſed her ſpirits, which, joined to a beha- 
Viour from her Grace fo kind and unexpected, 
quite overcame her, and ſhe was unable to 
comdat her feelings; at length, after much 
di iculty, the Dutchefs took her leave, and 
1 retired in filente to her chamber. 

Sir James and Captain Freemer came in im- 
mainly after her Grace was gone. As I 
Karts * friend could not ſee them, I did not 

G3 inform 


1 
1 
1 
| 
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inform her they were in the houſe · We talked 


fome time on various ſubjedts. At laſt 
Freemer aſked Sir James when he ſhould wiſh 


him joy? In a month at fartheſt,” an- 


ſwered he. I am glad to hear your happi- 


neſs is ſo near a concluſion,“ returned the 


Captain. A commencement you mean, 
Charles, ſaid Sir James; I always thought, you 
had a little of the Iriſhman in you.” While 
this paſſed, I was ſilent with aſtoniſhment at 
what Sir James had ſaid. When I recovered 
my voice, I aſked him for an explanation of 
his words. Why they explain themſelves, 
my charming Harriet, -anfwered he; we are to 


be married in a month.“ Indeed, Sir James, 


we are not, ſaid I; I {Wes not heard a word of 
it *till this moment.“ << Apply to your mother, 
my love, replied he, and ſhe will confirm what 
I fay,” I told him I would. Surely, my 


dear madam, this is not true; the time is very 


ſhort: I think you would have told me, had 


you determined our marriage ſhould be ſo 


ſoon. Write, I beſeech you, and inform me 
if this is fact, though I cannot imagine you 
would have kept it. a ſecret from me. . 
my amiable mother; believe me 
| eee your 3, 
Hann ae 


Mrs. | 


FEMALE |STABILITY, 8 


"Ubi: Antxros to Miſe Arturo. 1 
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e with my Ratet intreuties; 
I fit down to write, and "a anſwer all three 
of her letters in one. I was greatly ſhocked 
at the meeting of Lord Bromfield and Miſs 
Belville, and waited for your next letter to 
know the reſult of it with impatience. As 
the penitence of the Earl appears real, it may 
| be a fortunate event, even for Adeline herſelf, 
as it has taken a weight from her mind on his 
account. I agree with you in thinking it bet- 
ter he ſhould he at a diſtance from her, and for 
the ſame reaſons ; no doubt his own prudence. 
ſ uggeſted this to him. 1 admire her behaviour; j 


it, was noble, and of a 1 8 with her former 


conduct. ; The Duke 8 application was what 
I expected, and her anſwer was the beſt 
that could have been returned to fuch a 
letter as, ſhe received; I am glad ſhe is hap- 


pily rid of his importunities; it is much 
better that he ſhould leave the kingdom; 


as things are ſituated.” 1 think he flat- 
tered himſelf too ſoon with hopes of ſucceſs ; 3 


he knew Miſs Belville, and muſt naturally 1 ima-- 


gine he ſhould have many difficulties to over-- 
come with a woman of her diſpoſition, before 
he would be e brought to give him her hand; 

Do G4 _ 
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but the violenee of his paſſion may be an excuſe 
for him. I think indeed, my Harriet, as the 
Dutcheſs ſaid, the merit of your friend in- 
creaſes with, her tryals; I never. met with a 
woman ſo young, who. had ſuffered as ſhe has, 

and yet bore up againft it with ſuch magnaiii- 
mity. I long to have her my gueſt. I have 
not ſeen her ſince her great misfortune; ſhe 
will appear to me doubly amiable, now I know 
ſo much of her conduct. You wonder Emilia 
is not feturned to town; her mother Will not 
permit her till Arthur cbnſents ts marry her 
liter, Which he äbſcfately refufes. The 
whole affair is explained t6 the family, and 
all are againſt the match except Mr. Sydley. 

M Arthur, who entirely governs Sir Ro- 
| bert, (where his horfes are not concerned! 
pretends the treaty with Mrs. Sydley and the 
eldeſt Miſs Stanhope cannot with hondur be 
brokez the truth is, ſhe is not willing to loſe 
the additional ten thouſand pounds Miſs 
Stanhope is to have, and lays all to her great 
rectitude. This likewiſe overbalances Sit 
Robert, for he openly prefers the perſon and 


 Aiſpoſition of Emilia, but the ſuperiot weight 


of metal muſt carry the day. The poor girl 
has ſuffered every perſecution from her ig- 
norant mother, which fo ' enraged her lover, 
that I really believe, had he not been prevented 
by itlatfs, he would have borne her c by 

Mg | ot 1 | force. 
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foree in ſpite of nem all. The wheaſy ſtate 
of Nis" mind threw bim into d fever, which 
was thought to be very dangerous. He called 
continually on the name of his miſtreſs, and 


| rave#ts fee hor; this the prudiſh Mie Arthur 
abſolutely "refuſed, urging it 'was improper a 


einn declared they ebuld not er for 0 
life of their patient, unlefs he was indulged. 3 


conſented he ſhould fee Emilia, who wi 
brought down for that | purpoſe.” Arthur 
vowed to her eternal faith and conſtancy, not- 
withſtanding her mother and Miſs Arthur 
were pre ſent, whichexcited their anger to ſuch 
a degree, that they tore her from him, and 
confined” her more clofely to her chamber. 
Harry mended from This time, and is now 
quite well, though not able to write, which 
he deſired me 0 inform Sir James was the 
| ' reaſon he had net anſwered his letter; there 
fore, my Harriet, e eee 
nn | 
I ill now, my good girl, anfwer your 
queſtion relative to the truth of what Sir James 
ſaid: he had my authority for it; he wrete 
me many lettors, intreating me to ſhorten his 
prubation: at laſt I promiſed him you ſhould 
n I meant to have teſd 
ö 


marr VEIL to one nnn, ſhould de al- 1 


This alarmed them all; and even his 
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you my intention hy the ſame; poſk that con- 


veyed it him, but was prevented; nor have I 
ſince had an opportunity of writing till now. 


I'am convinced, my dear child, his affection 
for you is ſincere, and will make you happy; 
and as he ſo patiently; ſubſcribed: to my con- 


+, ditions, I think we can do no leſs than oblige 
him now. I know. you are above affectation; 
your heart is his, and has been long ſo. Give 
. him your; hand without heſitation at the time 


appointed, and you will complete my happi- 
neſs. as well as his. I ſuppoſe you will now 
make preparations to leave London immedi- 


ately, as L. ſhould like to have you with me 


ſome little time before your marriage; I dare 
ſay Miſs Belville will accompany- you. down 


on this ſhort notice. Sir James has promiſed 
to ſpend the whale ſummer at Elm-wood, and, 


by degtees, I ſhall; bring myſelf to bear a long 


ſeparation; from you. The good Mr. Mor- 


timer rejoices in the happy proſpect before 
you, and has conſented to join your hands. I 
knew this would be. agreeable to my Harriet, 
and thanked him in your name. That day 
he has promiſed to quit his retirement for 
ours; perhaps we may engage him often to 
quit it. He acknouledges ſocietj is once more 
dear to him, and laments hen he leaves us. I 
am convinced his ſolitude is not ſo. pleaſing to 
bim as it e Rotter my fell we un 
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laſt ſucceed in drawing him from it. Adieu, 
my dear Harriet; I dare ſay you will have no 
more letters from me while you are in Lon- 
don, as I have no doubt but your next 1 
the Ran will bring you to the arms f 
+4687 7 Tour Wee mother, | % 


tity 2 @\ Ra» 43 T's Harrier bee 1 


b. 8. Preſent my kindeſt love to Mifs Bel 4 = 
ville and Sir James, with eee to Mr., 1 


ang, Mrs. Evelin. 
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Miſe Duncanxon to Mrs: Antworrs. 
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9 5 with, to know, elne ho Ade 
line behaved to the Duke (who turned out to 
be no othet than him mentioned in her hiſtory ry). 
Why me ſerved him tay as ſhe does every 


man that offers Himſelf” to her; told him to 


pack off again to France, for ſhe would have 
nothing to do with him. My God! to refuſe 
a Duke, is it in nature! Not in mine, I. 
fear; for had he laid a carte- Blanche at my 
feet, as he did at Adeline's, in ſpite of my 


ment to carry a knapfack, I ſhould have 


appeared my Lady Dutcheſs in 2 fortnight; 
but no ſuch good fortune attends my ſteps; | 
1 have no Dukes and Earls ſighing in my 
Gy Plain honeſt ſoldier fate thought good 


Aus | | enough 


ede ee, On 
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enough for me, and us that Was the caſe, L. 
muſt endeavour to think Io, too; though, to 
ſay the truth, Medivay. is far from hideous, | 

Ah, ye powers]; 1: never dhould have endured 

5 a fright; if he ſhould ge abrond and get one 


* . of his eyes ſhot out, I ſhould certainly hate 
3 bim. I am in violent ſpirits to-day, as my 


4s Jetter will ſpecify. When I wrote laſt I was 
"7" ferioutly alarnied for Miſs Belville, therefore 
chat was in a grave ſt ile; but now finding ſhe 
only did it to frighten us, and is as well and 
huandſome as ever, am happy again; for, to 
ſay the truth, I de love this piece of philo- 
ſophy dearly, though ſhe plagues me to death 
about my behaviduy to the Colonel, which I 
1 declare to you is 3 Hropers and as it ban 


only aid, ce Sirds of a TIE1 flock together,” 4 
he gave himſelf airs, and preſumed to call me 
to an account; ſaid the whole town took no- 
ice of my behaviour, and it was not to be 
Ported; that he would not hear his friend 
18 a jeſt of even by the woman he loved; 

e could bear every thing e except that, and his 
b zend was dear to him as his le. 1 patiently 
ter. him vent his paſſion, without ſaying a 
v ord, well ne e in my power to be 


ply. revenged. ee ſwaggered 
FF ag OT Cy * 


actl 


and 
over, and defired he would pull off his fword 


and I would ſpeak to him. Why ſo, Miss 
Duncannon ? ſuid he with ſurprize. Be- _ 
cauſe I do not think myſelf ſaſe with you, Co » if 
lonsl, unleſs you could govern your temper's | 
and ufter ſhocking me by the violence of yout 
expreflions, you may perhaps do me a miſchieß 
_ unleſs you lay aſide that weapon.” My | 
dear "Charlezre; returned be, thow cruel ! I | 
am ſure I faid nothing the leaſt diſreſpectful; 
| why do you lead me by your obſervations to 
forget I am in your company, and put myſelf 
in n paſſion ? [I knew I had him ſecure ll 
when he came to his denhr Charlotte] - Nay, "8 
anſwered I, if you are offended at my faying AY 
your friend, as you ball him, Jooked like a 
tallow-chandler, I can't help itz people fee 
chings 
harm in ſaying what I thought.” Ay, but 
there is a way of ſaying things, returned hey 
you ſet out Mr. Roberts in fo lullicrous. a 
| light; that I would nt bear itz I really regard 
kim; and know'nota worthier'man.” , Very 
 Tikely; ſaid I, but you might havk told me fo 
withour dying like a tyger: I fee how it would 
be, Colonel Medway, if I was your wife z 1 
3 a Weck, unleſs 1 never Tpoke. 


Js 


ad down therootti,Whithhe did ex- 
ylike n corporal, he fat down in the window, 
pouted himſelf calm. I ſaw the heat was 
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in a different light, and there was no 


I believe | 


— 
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L believe, vou think, becauſe I have made 2 
fooliſh promiſe, you may give yourſelf what 


be: airs you pleaſe; but remember, ſir, I am not 
$ yet married. Out of the room I ſtalked with 


proper dignity, leaving my Colonel to curſe 


his fortune at leiſure. Really, Caroline, it is 
1 horridly provoking, that I muſt be ſubject to 
= _ his tyranny, and all becauſe his fooliſh uncle 
1 RA drew me in to promiſe him my hand; but he 
| mall learn to behave better before I think of 

118 fulfilling my engagements. Miſs Abinton 


talks of returning: ſoon to Elm- wood, and for 
the ſober purpoſe of being married; Sir, James 
is finely elated at it. How I ſhould like to 
plague him a little! There is an agreeable 
vivacity about that man peculiarly adapted to 
my taſte. If 'T : was Harriet, I ſhould teize 
him ſufficiently; but, poor love- ick thing, 


all her deſire is to make him happy. What 
reaſonable requeſt do do you think Adeline 


made to me in a room full of company? . My 


dear Charlotte, (ſaid ſhe with the utmoſt gra- 
vity) Lwiſh you would (conſent to give your 


hand to Colonel Medway, when my friend 


makes happy Sir James; I know Mrs. Abin- 


ton would be glad of your company, and it 
might all be concluded at the ſame time.” 
O, might it? returned I; upon my word, 
Miſs Belville, you are very obliging, but I 
ae n to decline the 5 in- 

lod 1 tend 
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intend me; I ſhall: not put on: ſhackles: yet, 
and never unleſs my companion learns to bear 
his part of the yoke properly, and not frighten” 
me out of my wits by his: violent behaviour. 
This gecaſioned a lecture as long as my arm 
from my mama and Adeline, which I have to- 
tally forgot. Sir James had the impudence to 
tell me he ſhould live to ſee me tamed, and 
carry the knapſaek patiently. We had a ſet 
battle, which is often the caſe; I came off vic- 


torious. Adieu z we are all well. Love too 


Purblind,. the children and yourſelf, from my 
mother and nenn affectignatt 1 
% wigſt u 65 1 eee Pune axNOR. 
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yorly Hob 
You {cell — my compliance 
with the requeſt contained in your laſt will 
make you, happy: then, my deareſt, mother, 
your Harriet complies with the ſincereſt plea. 
ſuxe. .You, do me, but juſtice. i in ſaying I am 
aboye affectatiom ʒ I ſhould blüſh were J guilty 
of 12+ ſybterfuge ſo.,means, no, madam, (your 
child ſcotns to: withhald her hand from the 
man- who has long poſſeſſed her heart, when 
you think ſhe ſhould beftow it. I gave your 
letter to dir James, who was with me when I 
recgiyed· it. 119 My loye, ſaid, he, When by bat 
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read it, may l not hope you will oompfy with 

the deſire of your mother? I could not an- 
ſwer' immediately, though 1 wiſhed it. He 
ſaw my confuſion, and ftrove to remove it: 


„would not oppreſs your "delicacy, my 


charming Harriet, ſaid he; only permit me 


to ſay, your conſent to ge me this dear hand 
at the time mentioned, will make me dhe hap- 


pieſt of men. I will call on you in the after- 
noon, when I hope to hear my bs pronounced 


by thoſe lips; chat alone can mae it com- 
pleat.” He was going: * ſtay, Bir James, ſaid 


Iz think not I am ſo ungrateful For your ten- i 


derneſs as to ſuffer you to remain in a ſtate of 
ſuſpenſe when I can remove it; my hand is 


pyour's at the time my motlier has appointed.“ 


I.cannot deſcribe to you his raptures, nor the 
tenderneſs of his thanks. Before they were 
half expreſſed, Adeline came in. He told her 
his happinefs. She -congratulated us both in 
the moſt affectionate manner ; und at the firſt 


word promiſed to attend me down, ſo you — 


Expett to fee us in leſs than a fortnigbt. Sir 


Ile #48 the wels Wey vt def tb 
could exceed his attention; his eyes never 
Wandered From me. I am infmitely happy, 


my dear madam, yet 1 feel athouſand uppre- | 


| henfions, leſt his Tove ſhould change? In that 
| Gafe;/Tihoul# be the moſt wretehed of my Tex; 
but I'will hot thirlk «of Fuck: à cireumſtanee, 


21 ; that 
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that would inevitably break my heart. I will 
' Arive to ſhake off my melancholy. before I ſee 


you, and appear as chearful as 1 ought on ſuch 


2 proſpect. I have confeſſed my weaknefs to 


Adeline; ; ſhe endeavours to redſdn me out of | 


ſuch ridiculous fears, ind 1 dare fay ſhe wilt 
ſucceed, and teach me to regard my Kappinets 
with. thankful gratitude tö heaven, who has 


beſtowed it on me. 1 believe, madam, great 


bf my uneaſineſs ariſes from the knows 


ou of the yeat. Though Sir James is 


of men, yet your abſence will be bad 


| ſapportable. 7 thought not on this eircum- 
Hance fo mich when my marriage was at a 


greater diſtance, but now it is ever uppermoſt, 


The idea that I ſhall ſpend the ſummex with- 


you, ** to keep up my ſpirits; for was I 
5 quit Im-wood. immediately, I ſhould be 
wretched. But I will not ſuffer. myſelf to 
write, in this ſtile, leſt it ſhould pain the beſt of 
mothers. The Duke and Dutcheſs are gone 
abroad; they ſent to enquire after Miſs Bels 


ville before they went ſeveral times; my gentle ve 


friend has ſuffered much on their account, l 
am glad the is golng to leave London for ſome 
time; the change of ſcene may relieve her ſpi- 
rits, that are at preſent depreſſed. Mrs. Evelin 


appears very much concerned at loſing Adeline; 
The. intreats her ſtay may be mort, as the ſhall 


| have 


edge that f muſt be ſeparated from you moſt 


* 
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nabe! no comfort Eitkont her. Tell Mr. Mor- 
timer 1 am fully ſenſible of his goodneſs, as is 
Sir James. His taking upon him to perform 
the holy office, has anticipated my willles. W. 
feel for poor Emilia the tendereſt compaſſion, 
| Alas, how cruel to confine her! ! ſurely, ma- 
3, they will not prevent my ſeeing her 
I have ſome hopes the ſociety of a friend may 
reſtore her oppreſſed ſpirits, | and make her 
tuation more ſupportable, Sir. James begs 
Log to tell Mr. Arthur by you, "that he 3 is truly 
orry for. his illneſs, and fays he may depend 
upon every effort in his power to do him ſer- 
vice. Adieu, my deareſt madam; 1 hope foon 
to expreſs my affection perſonally, and there- 
fore will not enlarge. 80 
| 5 "Your' 2 with the moſt dutiful des o, 1 
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Cons on 97 in: Kars, Mon- 
tague, I am going | to loſe Mils Belyille!“ Juſt 
when her company is moſt dear to me, ſhe 
takes wing, Since our laſt converſation ſhe 
has behaved juſt as 1 wiſhed her; the* moſt. 
amiable attention and deſire to oblige r me as a 
friend (for ſhe often takes care to inform me 1 
mult never Expect to be regarded in _ other 
- 
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light) 1 ſuffer her to think T im Content with 
this diſtinction only; but little does ſhe ima- 
gine J act a part foreign to my nature. She 
muſt, ſhe ſhall be mine. O, Montague, I 
cannot live without herr But T have not bs 
told you for what purpoſe the leaves me; to 
attend her friend's marriage with Sir fe 
Thompſon, a' man of good family and for- 
tune. Miſs Abinton is "a worthy girl, and 
was ſne not by, Miſs Belville would be 
thought very handſome; but Every beauty 
compar'd to her's is nothing; tis not alone 
her features and complexion, though both are 
exquiſitely lovely,” but the whole expreſſive 
turn of her form and face; that engages the 
heart of every man who contemplates her per- 
fections: the ſoul that ſpeaks in each animated 


makes Ich almoſt a divinity: I can hardly 
ſupport the idea of her leaving London, nor 
do I believe could I ſuffer her to go, though I 
have no right to detain her, did the not declare 
her ſtay will not be long. I hope not: I ſhall 
forget my friendly character if it ſhould, and 
follow her with the expedition of a lover. 
Since I- wrote laſt, the has had an offer from 
the Duke of Montague,” a nobleman formerly : 
attached to her, but rejected for Mr. Gren- 
ville; on which account he left England, and 
is but lately returned to it. He ſaw the lovely 
l | Adeline 


—u—᷑⸗ͤ — 


his hand, but was again refuſed. She remains 
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Adeline at the play, and her exquiſite beauty 
revived his love. He once more offered her 


| Ready i in her purpoſe of deyoting her remain- 

ing days to ber departed Grenville. I ſwear, 
NS I. almoſt, envy this diſtinguiſhed 
outh, to have the fineſt girl in the world re- 
a train of kneeling noblemen for him; 
but he is now inſenſible, and her tenderneſs 
avails not; it cannot benefit him; why then 
ſhould this charming creature for ever remain 
a ſtranger to the dear delights of love! It 
fry 2 charity, upon my ſou}, to inſpire her 
youth with other ideas : theſe antiquated no- 
tions of perpetual conſtancy may do very well 
for thofe whoſe want of beauty and attractive 
W render them objects of diſlike rather 
defire; they may, if they pleaſe, dreſs | 

up. t 0 to, their own imaginations the virtues of 

celibacy; but for a maid, poſſeſſed of every 
charm that might inſpire even the cold bhreaſt 
of an anchorite with paſſien, to refuſe her love 
to all that ſue, merely becauſe 'the man for 
whom ſhe felt the tender ſenſation was taken 
from her, I have not patience to think of it. 
Her departure caſts a damp over every body ; 
as to Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, they are 
abſolutely miſerable: this gives a degree of 
conſolation to me, to ſee them as wretched as 
WS. r were preſent hen ſue told her 

1. 4574 inten- 
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| Intention of leaving town to my ſiſter, Mrs, 
Evelin expreſſed infinite concern, and be gged 
ſhe would remember ſhe had many friends in 
London, who would rejoice at her return, 
«I am filly ſenfible, madam, of your good- | 
neſs,” (cried the obliging charmer) as well as 
the reſt of your family, from moſt of whom 1 
have received numderleſs civilities. (She 
bowed to me; I returned it) and if my 
countenance #poke my feelings with gratitude 
for her acknowledgment----but the voice of 
friendſhip, continued ſhe, calls me from you; 
my prefence will be a ſatisfaction to my be- 
loved Mifs Abinton, and therefore, as I live 
but for my friends, I readify attend her.” 
«© Dear Adeline, anfwered the bluſhing Har- 
riet, how ſhal T thank you but you ever op- 
prefſed me with your goodneſs.” Say not 
fo, -reptied Mifs Belville, I have many obliga- 
tions to your affection which I would fain re- 
turn, and therefore will attend you with the 
ſame pleaſure you would have done me in my 
happier days; nay, I could not refuſe myſelf 
the fatisfaction of ſeeing vou united to a wor- 
thy man, and one who merits your perfec- 
tions; few'ftiendfhips are ſtronger than ours 
fchool-maids together, ſhall I not be with you 
at the moſt important period of your life?” 
The whole company agreed in the propriety of 
; her viſit, and united i in intreating Miſs Abin- 
* ton 


1 a $8 1 to n Lak ui „ My 
lovely, Miſs Belville, ſaid Sir Edward, reflect, 
our very lives hang on your continued friend- 
ſhip ;, neither Lord Arundel nor myſelf will 
know what to do without you.“ I look on 
the partiality of both, Sir Edward, returned 
ſhe, with the utmoſt delight, and you may 
aſfure yourſelves. the obligations of friendſhip 
will be regarded by me in' the ſame. light in 
London as at Elm- wood. ; They killed her 
| ſnowy hands, nor did ſhe. appear diſpleaſed at 
their behaviour. O, Montague, what would 
1 not give for the ſmiles ſhe beſtowed upon 
them! How much is it in the power of this 
charming woman to diſtreſs me! Adieu: the 
gleam of comfort contained in your laſt, with 

reſpect to Emily, was a relief to my ſpirits. 
1 WY her life e be preſerved at any rate. 
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Thr Fe * the . of my Char- 
lotte, and the reſt of my: amiable friends, I take 
the firſt opportunity to aſſure them 1 am per- 
fectiy well. Yeſterday we got ſafe to the 
besceable abode « of Mrs. Abinton : her recep- 


tion of 1 us Was 1 ſuch 8 you. may imagine from 
ber charaBter, MV Joy. M. ſee again this 


* amiab 
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amiable, woman, almoſt equalled that of Sir 
James and his Harriet, but painful remem- 
brance intruded, and e me to drop a 
tear even amid our meeting congratulations, 
Mrs. Abinton perceived it, and ſtrove to con- 
ceal one of ſympathy that trembled in her eye. 
The laſt time I was at Elm- wood, Grenville 
was my companion; this recollection ſeemed 
to ſtrike the mother of my friend as well as 
me. Sbe turned from me, and in a broken 
voice. made ſome obſervation on the weather, 
I found my own emotions were not to be ſup- 
preſſed, and therefore quitted the room, and 
walked in the Wood. A little greyhound that 
Auguſtus gave Harriet in his laſt viſit to this 
place, came friſking to me. I ſeated myſelf 
on a bank, and took the pretty, creature on my 
lap. I thought he looked on me compaſſion- 
ately. .,** Alas, poor thing faid I, doſt thou 
lament thy maſter's death ? Ah, my. Auguſtus, 
if thou canſt know what. paſſes i in this earthly 
globe, look here! behold thy; Ain pay this 
juſt tribute to thy virtues,” Theſe words 
| ſpantapcouſly aroſe, and I vented the ſorrow 
of my heart in tears. When I had:a little re- 
covered. myſelf, I. walked to a tree that for- 
merly, was ſelected by Harriet, Louiſa and 
myſelf, to play under, Our names, with 
that of Auguſtus, were carved on the barx. 1 
| gazed ( on his, 9h Far, no e ſuffered me 


to 
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to ſee it. Around this tree were ſeveral little 
marks of childiſh genius, which brought that 
period of my life freſh to my memory. We 
had another favourite fpot called the Druid's 
Cell; it was a hollow in the ſide of a hill at 
the extremity of the wood: we diſcovered it 
ourſelves, and had a path cut through the 
thick trees which obſcured it and rendered our 
| acceſs difficult. ''Thither I wiſhed to go, but 
as it was at a diftance, I deferred my viſit till 
my Harriet was with me; I therefore contented 
myſelf with walking in that part of the wood 
where 1 then was, and ſtrove to recover my 
tranquillity. When I had given the firſt guſt 
of paſſion way, 1 found peace once more return 
to my boſom. I ſaw Miſs Abinton coming 
towards me, and haſtened to meet her. She 
took no notice of the tears that ſtill hung on 
my eyes, and we returned to the houſe toge- 
ther. Sir James, all vivacity and ſpirits, 
ſtrove to baniſh every trace of melancholy from 
my . brow, and in compliance with his wiſhes 
1 endeavoured to be chearful, and after ſome 
little efforts ſucceeded. The reſt of the day 
was ſpent in a ferious, though perfectly agree- 
able manner. Mrs. Abinton is little altered 
ſince I laſt ſaw her; the regularity of her life 
has preſerved both her health and appearance. 
In the evening Sir James propoſed taking his 
leave, to go $6 Aſhley- park. Mrs. Abinton 
5 4 enquired 
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enquired if he would not ſtay that night at the 
Wood? T thank you, madam, anf weres 
3 he, but till the marriage ceremony gives 1 me 


the happy privilege” of ſleeping in this houſe, 
for my Harriet's fake I will avoid it; my 


aunts would be the firſt to exclaim again ſuch 
a bteach of cuſtom; beſides, was I to omit 
ſeeing them this "er I ſhould never Hear the 
laft of ie 4% I did not apprehend; Sir James, 
returned Mrs. Abinton, you would accept my 
invitation; the propriety of your declining | it 
convinces me you would not gratify your own 
indinations, when by ſo doing you might'oc- 
caſion cenſorious Gerate He took a 
tender leave of Harriet, and left us: the de- 
licacy of his behaviour delighted my friend as 
much as it did her mother. When he was 
gone, I apologized to Mrs. Abinton for ſo 
abruptly leaving the room in the morning; but 
I hoped the motives that occaſioned it would 
excuſe me. My dear girl, anſwered this 
excellent woman, I faw you was affected; the 
feelings of your heart were to be read in your 
countenance. I thought too of the amiable - 
youth that muſt be ever lamented, and wonder 
not that you are ſo much hurt at: reflections 
which almoſt overcame me, Who was much 
leſs intereſted in him; however, my good 
Miſs Belville, though it has pleaſed the Al- | 
mighty to take bim hence, for reaſons too 
Vor. IV. a great 
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great for our finite capacities to comprehend, 
your refignation and laudable behaviour under 
this heavy ſtroke, will turn out greatly to your 
advantage. To him. that ordered this evil, 
how exquilitely pleaſing muſt it be to behold 
you. thus early (in ſpite of the weakneſs to 
which frail man is ſubject) patiently reſign 
your hopes of temporal happineſs! depend on 
it, your reward hereafter, will be great as your 
ſufferings here,” In this manner, Charlotte, 
did Mrs. Abinton talk, and by her well-timed 
argument diſſipated the gloom that hung upon 
my ſpirits. When we retired, I told Harriet my 
deſire of again viewing the Druid's cell. She 
promiſed to attend me, and tenderly ſtrove to 
alleviate. my concern on reviſiting the place 
where I had b:en laſt with my Auguſtus. As 
I would not break in upon her - happineſs, I 
forbore to expreſs my feelings, though I could 
not baniſh, many melancholy reflections that 
memory ſuggeſted. 
This morning we both . Fw and ſet 
forwards for our intended expedition. Nature 
appeared in a. very lovely garb; her opening 
— beauties chained the attention, and harmonized 
the ſpirits; the dew that hung upon the plants 
and flowers made them more glowingly beau- 
tiful, and diffuſed a. coolneſs infinitely re- 
freſhing. Not a tree we paſſed but ſome 
i * aroſe to our nn. 
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At length we came to that 1 mentioned juſt 
now: I ſtopped; Harriet would have gone on, 
but J detained her. .* See there, Miſs Abin- 
ton, ſaid I, where our names are cut; do you 
not remember when that was done?” 1 do, 
my Adeline, anſwered ſhe, but we had better 
go on, we ſhall not have much time to ſpare,” 
« Ah, Harriet, returned I, you think I can- | 
not bear the mention f Auguſtus, but indeed 
I can; theſe two letters, A G, were cut by his 
hand: you know not what pleaſure looking on 
them gives me; but I ſee you are uneaſy; we 
will ſtay no longer.” I took her arm, and we 
ſoon gained the cell. I faw with pleaſure 
many things in the ſame ſituation as when I 
laſt beheld them, which is now near ſeven years 
ago. Over the entrance is wrote, in the hand 
of Auguſtus, theſe words: The Druid of 
5 this ſhade invites the lovely wood-nymphs 
de to his cell, where they will ſhare the ſweet 
é delights of mutual converſe and regard 
«© ſincere.. | 
Theſe words had been written by Grenville 

one evening after our departure, and was an 
agreeable ſurprize to us the next morning. Tt 
is neceſſary you ſhould know the circumſtan- 
ces that attended this place: we were always 
fond of romantit ſcenes and rural deſcriptions; 
from this fondneſs we uſed to call Auguſtus 
our Druid, and made him a muſlin robe and 
H 2 crown 
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crown. of bays, which he always wore when 
we were at play. In return for our calling 
him Druid, which was properly applied to a 
youth of fourteen, he named us Wood-nymphs. 

We conſtantly, viſited his cell; for from him 
this retirement took its name. I rejoiced that 
thoſe characters were not eraſed, and entered 
the cave with melancholy. pleaſure, It is 
large, and in, many \Rlaces | decorated with 
ſhell-work by Miſs, Abinton ſince L laſt ſaw i it. 
Alas, ſaid I, ſitting down on a ſtone at the 
door, here have we been entertained by t the 
moſt amiable of his ſex with brotherly affec- 
tion! little did I think, my Harriet, when he 
refuſed to ge with Lord William to the Earl's, 
merely to attend us here, that he would never 
again behold theſe: agreeable ſhades he was ſo 
fond of. I remember well, young as I was, 
on being urged to accompany his brother, the 
anſwer he returned to my father: dear Sir 
Edward, ſaid he, you cannot wiſh me to rer 
ſign the company of my three charming girls, 
to go with my brother a-hunting.“ This, re- 

ly made every body laugh. My father told 
py if he, was already ſo gallant, the ladies 
might | well be fond of his company. Ah, my 
friend, ſince that happy period what miſery 
has been familiar with your Adeline!” She 
ſtrove to baniſh theſe ideas from my 1 mind, but 
1 ONT: were too deepl 4 rooted ; | howeyer, in 
| con- 


*  * 


LS 7 * . 7 4 * * gf 


FEMALE STABILITY. 173 
conſideration of her, I conſined them to my 


own boſom. Soon after we returned; Sir 
James and Mrs. Abinton were waiting break - 
faſt for us. I have left my friend and her lover 
to enjoy that ſolid ſatisfaction which a mutual 
and ſincere paſſion neyer fails to inſpire, to 
converſe with. you, You muſt excuſe the 
ſtarts, and to any, but myſelf, unintereſting 
obſervations, interſperſed through this; and 
when they tire you, lay my letter aſide. You 
will moſt likely. repent, my Charlotte, the re- 
queſt you made at parting, and I ſhall be too 
particular; ſo long uſed to write a great deal, I 
run into length, without refleting thoſe I 
write to ſuffer from it. Adieu; preſent my 
beſt reſpects to your mother and the Colonel ; 
ſay to Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, my moſt 
friendly wiſhes are theirs. Let me hear from 
you ſoon, as you wiſh a continuation of my 
letters. Once more fare wel. 5 
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Sir Jamzs Tromeson to Captain FxEEMER, 


 Abbley- Peri. | 


No O ſobndr at this antiquated manſion, { 
Charles, than I grow fond of writing. 
« Civil, you will ſay, to the inhabitants!“ 
Why, true, but they are no leſs civil to me: 
I had not appeared half a foot in the parlour, 
when they all began with one voice to arraign 
my conduct“ Fooliſh! raſh ! and indeli- 
cate!” rung from every mouth. Surprize 
kept me ſilent for a time, nor could I in the 
leaſt imagine what this general clamour meant. 
At laſt, finding they did not intend to hold 
their tongues, I raiſed my voice to its utmoſt 
pitch, in order, if poſſible, to drown theirs : 
Upon my foul, ladies, exclaimedd I, this 
is the moſt fingular method of los a 
man I ever met with; do you intend to ſtun 
me?” Tou heartily deſerve it, nephew, 
cried Miſs Betty, for your indelicate proceed- 
ings.” * Heaveris! madam, returned I, I 
hope no lady in the pariſh has honoured me 
with an addition to my family; it would be 
rather premature, I muſt confeſs.” * Hold 
your tongue, Sir James, anſwered the lady 
who ſpoke laſt, if you mean I ſhould ſtay in 
the room.” Siſter, returned Miſs Thomp- 
ſon, you are too violent in this caſe; give me 


leave. 
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leave to ſpeak to m y nephew. 67s Ay, pray 
madam do; Fae I; for, upon my ſoul, I 
cannot underſtand what you mean.” „ Why 
then, continued my eldeſt aunt, I will tell 
you what we are all difpleaſed at; I think, 
Sir James, you are convinced I regard your 
happineſs in the fame tender light I do my 
own.” Entirely, madam,” faid IJ. My 
ſiſters are likewiſe very defirous of ſeeing you 
ſettled agreeably in life; you have pleafed us 
all in your election of Miſs Abinton, who is 
a lady of birth, fortune, and valuable aceom · 
pliſhments, and in all reſpects worthy an al- 
liance with our family, which is one of the 

beſt in England: you admit that, Sir James? 
* Certainly I do, madam.” Very well, ne- 
phew, I. think nobody will deny that; few 
titles are more ancient than that whieh de- 
ſcended to you through a long train of ancef- 
tors too tedious to enumerate,” Heaven be 
_ praiſed, thought I, that you do not pretend to 
trace back our progenitors, which would have 
led us, according to their account, beyond the 
Flood, or at leaſt they would have proved we 
came in a'dire& line from Noah; but having 
mote important buſineſs in hand, they laid 
aſide this darling ſubject, that often cauſes a 
difpute of a week between the ſiſters; for Mifs 
Betty would prove herſelf deſcended from a 
* Adam, for the ſake' of contradict- 
* H + £ ing: 
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ing; but this was all waved now, and ſhe 
proteeded: the matter that we complain of, 
Sir james Thompſon, is, that you have been 
too ſecret with people. who have a real regard 
for you we bad determined to haye your 
marriage celebrated as became your family, 
and therefore expected proper notice from you 
when it was to be concluded, that we · might 
have made neceſſary preparations; inſtead of 
which you write us a letter, that in leſs than a 
fortnight you hope to ſee us, and to be made 
the happieſt of, men, as. Miſs Abinton will 
ſoon; after give you her hand: but I hope you 
will have conſideration enough to; defer your 


IE marriage till it can be celebrated with pro- 


priety, that i Ws. *till we have things in the or- 
den we wiſh. “ Ay, to be ſure, joined in 
Miſs Sukey and; Betty, {the firſt-time I; ever 
heard them agree) Sir James will not bring a 
diſgrace on his family in marrying like a plow- 
man, without any noiſe or pomp upon earth.“ 
« My dear ladies, anſwered I, (when they 


had all delivered their ſentiments) I now begin 
_ '*"to, comprehend the drift of your diſcourſe ; I 


An infinitely concerned: that I have not pro- 
1 Leeded in due form and order, but you will 


| Pleaſe to remember I had not the happineſs of 


my Harriet's conſent till very lately, and 
therefore could not let you know before; ber 
daes, I am ſenſible Miſs Abinton would neyer 
ED . 
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her en it 3 5 — 
to me. On. your oπỹn, you mean, Sir 
James, (ęried Miſs Betty; reddening with 


anger), I have no notion of, huddling things of. 
importance over as if , people were aſhamed. of. 
what they do, which, I ſuppoſe is the caſe;, 


you are apprehenſive ſome of your rakiſh- com- 
panions will hear of your marriage, and laugh 
at you for it 3 as to Miſs Abinton's making 
any Srupten 1. think: her. ay -T en 


Bion; 3; Your, former, — .condu&. may be the 
means of making her. talked! of.” . . As to 
your obſervations, good aunt. Betty, ſaid I, 
pulling up my, boots, I am well convinced 
from whence; they proceed, and therefore. pay 


no regard to them; but, for heaven's ſake, let 


us not quarrel the fixſt hour of my arrival: 
what is done, cannot be undone, ſo, my dear 


Miſs Betty, you muſt give up your favourite 


plan of parade, and be content with a plain, 
ſober. country wedding. Attribute my mo 

oy for this conduct to what you pleaſe, I 
am. too happy to feel. any, uneaſineſs at, it.” 
ou. may tbink, Sir James, returned the,. 


175 be content with ſuch mean doings; but | 


unleſs the wedding i is in the,ſtile I like, Fs 
be abſent ; I. will have nothing. to 15 wit 0 th jout. 
ridigulgus, pr proceedings, SEPM iſe x Mr oor 
ns ug" "OR 
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« Have a little patience, fiſter Betty, inter- 
rupted the elder lady, no doubt Sir James will 
yield to every thing that is right, and J can 
anſwer for Mifs Abinton. If he will not defer 
his nuptials, we muſt make the beſt appear- 
ance we can in ſo ſhort a time. If nothing 
was done on fuch an occaſion, we ſhould be 
the talk of the country.“ My dear madam, 
returned I, every thing to make it more agree- 
able to you I would comply with, but as to 
deferring my happineſs on ſuch an account, I 
cannot think of; all the fuſs you might make 
would not pay me for a minute's delay; talk 
not of that, and in every thing elſe I will pa- 
_ | viently attend to you.” © There? I told you, 
.  fifter, {cried Miſs Betty, in an angry accent) 
how much you would gain by talking to him; 
he only grows more obſtinate, and calls this 
mark of our affection, fuſs! All mydepend- 
ance is on the young lady, who uſed to be 
very modeft and well -behaved, unlefs her ac- 
quaintance wich him has corrupted her.“ 
Well, well, interrupted Miſs Sukey, don't 
de ſo betulant, and every thing will be as it 
ought ; Sir James underſtands propriety as 
well as moſt people, and would not have a 
thing of this importance. concluded without 
per ceremony being obſerved.” I quieted 


ir noiſe at laſt, by declaring I would yield 


wo all ns putting off my mar- 
+ | N age. 
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riage. This reſtored a degree of good- humour 
once again, and even Mifs Betty a | 
happy chat I was returned. They certainly 
have a. great affection for me, though it is ex- 
preſſed often in a very odd manner. Had you 
deen witneſs to the joy that ſucceeded this 
quarrel, you would have imagined no one 
was of any conſequence but myſelf. Adieu, 
Charles, keep up. your ſpirits; you have no- 
thing to fear from Louiſa; ſhe will preſerve 
| herſelf for you, I am convinced, in ſpice of all 

wn mem Vour's 
EE Janis Tnonrson. 
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Bhlanmſtuug- I fuore. 


0 ponnlnes my beloved Adeline I think _ 
— abd greateſt bleſſing in her abſence, 
1 take up my pen to anſwer her laſt. immedi 
ately. Nothing can give me more ſatis faction 
than ta read the genuine language af the beſt 
heart in the world. Vour letter was filled 
with natural reflections : the peculiarity of 
your ſituation authorized them, and many 
more of the like nature. Believe me, Ade- 
line, though 1 am certainly in many caſes 
thoughtleſs and inconſiderate, your ſorrows 
never fail ta make me grave; they are not to be 
ſported with; it muſt be an unfeeling heart, 
Fwd 1 \ | a% 
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as Well, as weak head, that can make a jeſt of 
duman miſery. I hope Jam not capable of a 
thing ſo deſpicable; I laugh not at misfortunes, 
but follies, and thoſe not natural ones: now, 
for inſtance; hen puts ion one of his 
woe- begone faces at a triſſe, I cannot for my 
life ſuppreſs my mirth z and where is the harm 
of expreſſing it? Why none in the world. 
It rather tends ta good ; for, was I to agree to 
ſuch monſtrous affectation, it would in time 
gro into habit, and make him ridieulous. uy 
give him leave, to laugh. at ne: in returm i but 
my mother ſays he is not capable of it; a mere 
excuſe, my Adeline, for his M- nature; but 1 


Aid not mean to digrefs from the ſubject of 


your letter. I Was charmed with your Druid's. 
Cell, and gave à tear to the memory of the 
Kage inhabitant. Ah, Adeline, how great are 
your trials! I wonder more and more at your 
magnanimity. Sir Edward was with me when 
I received your: letter: we had a great deal of 
company. . Miſs” Belville's hand, I ſee, 
Charlecte !“, ſaid he. I apologized to the 
people and q went to the window to read it. 
I. found I could not go throughꝭ the contents 


in public, and therefore left the room: Wil- 


mot followed me. Miſs uncannon, ſaid 
| be, what is the matter? For pity's ſake tell 


me: is not Adeline well ?' 4 Perfectiy ſo, 


5 returned * firſt line will;convince you af 
5 | it.— 


ite Thel thesletter ta him he ſnatehed it 


from me, andi run it overs: Charming an- 


gel,, ſaid- he, Nturdingatavherh foul is her's! 
Would to heaven it was in my power to make 


her happy; would willingly reſign my life to 
doit! Ah, matchleſs maid) (went he on in a 


rapturous accent) none but Grenville cou 
:deſetve you!) How could I ever aſpire to ſuch 
perfections > Tellme, Charlotte, if you can, 
hat motives urged me? Lour vanity, 
Wuümot, (anſwered I, ſmiling) no doubt.” 
EL found he was in heroicks,, and therefore 
thought I muſt uſe plain expreſſions to fetch 


him back]! True, ſaidahe, my vanity led 
me to offer my hand to, this angelic creature, 


and it has been juſtly mortified. Cgme, 
come, Sir Edward, anſwered I, you are as 
well as. moſt of your ſex, and to my certain 


knowledge, Adeline eſteems you and Harry 


more than all the male world,” Thank you, 
dear Charlatte, cried he, that. idea, alone ſup- 


ports me He kifled, my hand, with warmth. 


In bounted Medway. He ſtarted and changed 


cColdur , De L intrude, madam 7: faid. he, 


With, a RF air. Why that melfteger e "a4 
returned I, in the ſame tone of voice “ You 


appeared. 
. Duncannon, 


Colonel Medway, . Þ 5 you. faw, our 
Engagements eee ilmot, kiſs my bang 
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again - for the -Colonel's amuſement.” 
66, Tot: L will do myſelf, my charming Char- 
lotte,”.. ſaid he, taking it. „No, fir, re- 
Mey I, withdrawing it, not till you beg 
pardon for the air you choſe to put on; I do 
not underſtand thoſe jealous looks when I take 
notice of any mortal but yourſelf; I can tell 
you, George, I would not bear them if I was 
your wife, much leſs now.. Pardon me, 
my dear girl, ſaid he; furprize alone occa- 
ſioned my behaviour; I know you too well to 
ſuffer a moment's uneaſineſs on any man's ac- 
count, when J reflect my Charlotte would 
ſcorn” to behave in a manner ſhe could not 
juſtify.” That is more than J ean ſay for 
you, anſwered I; your conduct juſt now no- 
thing could juſtify; and if there was not com- 
pany in the next room, I would quarrel with 
you for it.” - «© Heaven be praiſed. then there 
is? returned he. I came to tell you, my love, 
Sir William will be in town to-morrow, and 
to intreat you will keep yourſelf diſengaged to 
ſee him.” „Very well, anſwered I; I have 
a great regard for your uncle, though be drew 
me in to make a fooliſh „ or Fſhould 
not ſo eaſily oblige you, * EY 
Away we went into the bol * 
Sir Ed ward fat loft in thought. I afked him ſe- 
veral times the reaſon of it. © Your letter,” 
0 faid, The whole evening he appeared:mi- 
: ſerable · 


— 
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| ſerable. Mrs. Evelin and Sir Ha called the 
other day: they declared they were pe without 
you. As to the Baronet, he was quite vio- 
lent: © it was not living without Miſs Belville; 
exiſtence only mere vegetation; your beauty, 
like the ſun, brightened every Place, and 
cheared the heart of every beholder.” Upon | 
my honour, Adeline, I believe the old man is 
in love with you, though if he is, you have 
been horridly ſly; I never thought of it be- 
fore; but as ſure as I live it is ſo, Well, I 
do not wonder at it; old and young indiferi- 
minately are wounded. I am amazed my ſol- | 
dier has eſcaped your charms, and not deferted i 
his allegiance; but I know his reaſon, he is - 
afraid of my revenge. I do believe Medway T 
is a coward; but excuſe me, Adeline, I forgot 4 
I was writing to you; I ſhould not deliver my 
ſentiments ſo freely of your favourites. 1 
ſhewed your letter to Mrs. Evelin: when the 
had read it, Poor thing! ſaid ſhe, her ſpi- 
rits are but low; that encounter with Lord 
Bromfield hurt her very much. I hope her 
ſtay at Elm-wood will not be long; I think 
ſuch a retirement, eſpecially where ſhe has 
been with Mr. Grenville, not at all ſuited to 
| her preſent melancholy turn,” Upon my 
ſoul, fiſter, anſwered Sir Harry, if ſhe ſtays 
above a month, I will take my four bays and 
fetch her up by force,” „ Why ay, Sit 
Harry, 
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Harry, replied I, you will, make an excellent 
: knight-errant, and are calculated to releaſe. a 
5 lady from a confinement ſo, agreeable to her! 

«You ladies muſt be ſometimes forced to your: 
own. happineſs, anſwered he, ſmiling; ; £09 
I miſtake not, that. will be your caſe, Miſs. 
_ "Duncannon... If I was the Colonel, 5 — 

What, then, Sir Harry! * 6 Why, I would 

engage to make you my wills in a week.” I 

was prevented anſwering, by my mother SH 

coming into the, room, and they ſoon after 
took their leave... Be ſure you arè very parti- 

| cular, in all that. concerns Harriet; ſuppreſs 

not one of your valuable obſervations, if you. 

will preſerve my friendſhip, Give my love to 
the dear girl, and tell her to preſerve her con- 

: ſequence, . if ſhe means to have any-1 tolerable 

ſhare of happineſs. Sir James has too much 
ſpirit to be let have his way, therefore adviſe 

Her to curb him at firſt, and.ſhe will- do very 

well. Why did you not mention the venera- 
ble Hermit! in your laſt? I was charmed. with 
Jarriet's account of his retirement, and: have a 
great mind to come, down and pay my 1 
to him; but. on rellection, 1 hall have, ng 
chance noy you.are there. orget not. t to 7 
me your ſentiments on this antique; he wil 
be charmed with my. friend, and his grayity 
Vill be as well ſuited to you. Adieu, amiable 
I Adeline; * } Join. in. 5 * moſt aſſectionate 
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wiſhes to you and Hatriet; with your faiths 
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the: higheſt ſpirits, both pleaſed and pained 
me. Will you never treat the affection of 


Colonel Medway as it deſerves? Fye, Miſs 
Duncannon] for your own ſake have more re- 
gard to propriety, and learn to behave ta him 


as you aught, who has ſelected you from your 
whole ſex, and honoured you with his heart. 
Believe me, Charlotte, the time will moſt 


| likely come when you will condemn your pre- 


ſent conduct; but I fear reproof is throwu 
away upon you, and will therefore leave you 
| e land reflection, which will not fail to 
ſhew you things in a proper point of view. I 


have ſeen the Hermit, as you call him, and 


am infinitely pleaſed both with him and his 
retirement. A few mornings agd we went to 
it we walket thraugh the wood: at the en- 
trance of the cottage the venerable Mr. Mor- 
timer met us. He advanced to: Harriet; plea- 
ſure ſparkling in his yet intelligent eyes: 


My J child, ſaid he, once more welcome to 


this peaceful. ſpot; Lc have e ee 


(218% 1 . | X your 


- 
* 


— 


child; you bave never known the ſoft anguiſh 
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your return. He embraced her with parental 
affection, which ſhe returned with the utmoſt 
ſweetneſs. He then ſhook Sir James by the 
hand: is this the lady, continued he, that 
honoured me ſo much as to wiſh for the friend- 
ſhip of a man who is himſelf almoſt without a 
friend? It is, fir, anſwered Miſs Abinton; 
this is Miſs Belville.“ Fair one, ſaid he, 

taking my hand reſpectfully, you have a taſte 
fingular, and ſeldom to be met with in one of 
your youth and beauty; but I find you have 
already taſted ſorrow deeply.“ I ü have, in- 
deed, fir, anſwered I, experienced adverſity, 
and hope I have gleaned from my ſufferings, 
patience and reſignation. *© Your appear- 


ance, madam, ſpeaks as much, returned he, 


If you will impart to me the cauſe of your af- 
fliction, I may be able to offer ſame arguments 
that may give you confolation : much of ſorrow 
I have myſelf known, and dearly have I bought 
the frame of mind I am now bleſſed with; but 


your ſorrow muſt have proceeded from a diffe- 


rent ſource. I maurn the fate of a miſtaken 


of a parent's heart. My Harriet has told you 


che ſtory of my liſe, Miſs Belville, and there- 
fore I need make no apology 
ſaid: the ſad remembrance of our miſery will 


for what I have 


ever be uppermoſt.” Alas, fir, faid I, you 


_ nat check! to me the overſlowings of your 


heart; 
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heart; I ſhall no doubt often tire you with, my 
melancholy reflections, when I have related to 
you the circumſtances of my former life, which 
I long ago promiſed.” * Ay, ſaid he, we will 
mutually impart our feelings, and by that 
means make them leſs poignant; but we will | 
take proper opportunities for it, and not im- | 
bitter the happineſs of our friends with our 
- misfortunes.” When we parted, he begged I 
would fix a day to fulfil my engagements, FE 
told him I would bring him the paper, which 
contained the material incidents of my life, 
the next morning, and if he would take the 
trouble to read it, it would ſpare me a great | 
deal of pain. He thanked me, and ſaid no- | 
thing would give him more pleaſure than the 
peruſal of ſuch a detail. Accordingly next q 
day I went with Harriet in Sir James's cha- ; 
riot. Our ftay with the good man was very 
ſhort. Ah, Charlotte, little did I think when, 
that paper was wrote, that it-would be ſeen by J 
ſo many people! Writing of Auguſtus, when | 
he was gone, afforded me a degree of ſatisfac- 
tion, and led me to complete the moſt unhappy 
ſtory that ever was read. I once determined 
it ſhould never be ſeen during my life; but 
compaſſion for your worthy coufin; and the na 
leſs amiable Six Edward, induced me to break 
through my reſolution. I thought it would 


eſtectually anſwer their propoſals, and eaſe. me 5 
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| from firther ſolicitations. The- event turned 
out. a8 1 wiſhed; I loft them as lovers, but 
gained 1 two invaluable friends. The account 
you gave 'of Sir Edward's behaviour in your 
laſt, affected me deeply. I wiſh he was happy: 
che certainty of that would make my remain- 
| ing days eaſier, I delivered your meſſage to 
Harriet; ſhe thanks you for the advice, but 
her views are not ambitious. She wiſhes for 
no pdwer but what her gentle eyes can obtain, 
and that ſhe will preſerve by her ſweetneſs and 
; engag ging deportment. Her marriage is near, 
chough it has met with ſome oppoſition from 
the Mifs Thompſons, who'are' highly offended 
with Sir James that he did not- give them 
longer notice, that things might have been 
ready i in the moſt elegant ſtile, and the wed- 
ding concluded with all the pomp of their diſ- 
poſitions. The characters of theſe ladies are 
very ſingular, | and by no means pleaſing. 
They had brought Miſs. Abinton to conſent 
her marriage ſhould be deferred, but Sit James 


8 would not hear of it; and partly by force, and 


artly intreaty, obliged them at: laſt to relin- 
uiſh their deſire, all but Miſs Betty, Who 
proteſts that nothing ſhall reconcile her to- ſuch 
indelicate proceedings. Y ou-would be highly 
entertained: at the oddity of theſe ladies, my 
_ Charlotte; it is by no means ſuited to 
4 What with the contention between Sir 
; if 24 Ds | | | James 
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James and his aunts, and the approaching 
awful” ceremony, the fpirits of Miſs Abinton 
are very low. I wiſh theſe good women were 


out of the way 'till ſhe becomes Lady Thotmp- 


ſon; I know they will hurry her to death. 
We have ſpent ſeveral days at Aſhley- park, 
and notwithſtanding the little pains I took to 
make myſelf agreeable to the inhabitants of it, 


they are all very fond of me, and aſk my opi- 
nion on every preparation they make, for 


which they continually apologize, on account 
of their haſte. Sir James is reſolute, and will 
not ſuffer his happineſs to be deferred a ſingle 


day, which ſo enrages the youngeſt lady, that 


ſhe refuſes to give her ſiſters the leaſt aſſiſtance. 
J have taken up a great deal of your time with 
this ſubject, and will no further intrude on 
your patience. - Adieu; believe me | the 
aner n ours, 

e t | Anzrink BzLvitLe. 
be 6 $. Forget not my proper remembrances 
to all who honour me with enquiries, If any 


packet ſhould come from Montpelier, - ſend it "* 


to me immediately. Once more Adieu. 7 25 
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4055 Barry Tmrourson to „ Mt; iſs Nawror, 


1 Madam, © Altlg-park. 


5 Eprived of your agrecable ſociety and be- 
neficial advice, I take up my pen to converſe 

with you at a diſtance; and, as you have ho- 
noured me with a | ſhare in your: regard, to 
-communicate to you an affair that gives me 


much uneaſineſs, as it will moſt likely caſt an 


odium on the name of Thompſon, which has 
been preſerved pure and without reproach for 
ſo many years; but to you I need not further 
illuſtrate this ſubject, who are ſo. well ac- 
quainted with the family from which I have 
happily ſprang ; therefore, without further pre- 
face, I will lead to the ſubject that at preſent 
diſtreſſes me, which is no other than the con- 
duct of that obſtinate young man, my nephew. 
Would you believe it, madam, he has per- 
ſuaded Miſs Abinton to become his-wife in leſs 


than a fortnight, and never condeſcended, till 


the day before he came into the country, to in- 
form either my ſiſters or me of this hopeful 
plan ! ſo that, to gratify his humour, he will 
lay aſide rank, and all regard to family, and 
be married with leſs ceremony than a labourer ! 


Truly, Miſs Newton, I have not had any 


thing hurt me ſo much as the behaviour of Sir 


James for many years. According to his 
EY _ uſual 


ms Af p—"Y — 3 1 WY 


At a 


uſual cuſtom, he has talked. my ſiſters: over to 


his opinion, and they have conſented to have 
things in as good a way as they can by the 
time, for not a minute will he defer his mar- 


riage. For my part, I am determined to re- 


main neutral in the. buſineſs, and withhold 


my conſent to ſuch groſs expedition, Jet the 


conſequence be what it will; I always flat. 


tered! myſelf we ſhould have alittle pomp when 
he was married, but that-is all fruſtrated, and 
he might as well have been a cobler's ſon as 


the ſon of a baronet. I had ſome hopes from 


the modeſty of Miſs Abinton, and therefore 
undertook to talk to her. She anſwered me 
with proper reſpect, that ſhe ſhould be happy 
to meet the approbation of all Sir James's re- 
lations, and would defer her marriage till it 
was agreeable to us with all her heart.“ This 
reply ſatisſied me, and I returned home in bet- 
ter ſpirits than I left it, as I thought there 
was a glimmering hope that the family name 


for.. hoſpitality and grandeur would not be en- 


tirely extinguiſhed'; but the next morning, as 


I was fitting with Mr. Fracture, and talking 


of a diſagreeable complaint I have in my foot, 
who ſhould burſt into my drefling-room but 
my bear of a nephew: he attacked me in the 
moſt impolite. ſtile, I bore it very patiently, 
and with the utmoſt mildneſs demanded the 
meaning of this uſage. He told me all my 

"48 con- 
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— ſhould not prevent his receiving 
the hand of his beloved (to [fe his fulſome 
expreſſion) on the day appointed; and that he 
would be married when he pleaſed, in ſpite of 


my adherence to a parcel of damned forms; 


yes, madam, he was reprobate enough t6 ſwear 
at me. Mr. Fracture expoſtulated with him 
on his behaviour, ſo diſreſpectful to one ſo 
much his ſuperior in years and underſtanding; 
when, without more ado, he ſeized the good 
man by the collar, and 1 thought would have 
killed him. My ſcreams brought up my ſiſters 
and the ſervants, who with much difficulty re- 
leaſed him from the graſp of Sir James, or 
monſter, I ſhould ſay; Well, Miſs Newton. - 
when Mr. Fracture was egy he had the im- 
pudence to inſult me further; pretended to in- 
ſinuate (Lord! J can hardly write it) that the 
good ſurgeon had farther views than dreſſing 
my corns; that, in ſhort, he meant to poſſeſs 
himſelf of my perſon and fortune“ Enraged 


1 at this, I defended his innocence and my own 


with a degree of warmth. - Not able to ſtand 
the torrent of raillery that fell from his mouth, 


and ſhocked to death at his indelicate hints, I 


retired to my chamber, and have ſpoke to no 
one ſince. This is the difagreeable ſituation 
of things at. preſent. ' If you bad been at your 


on houſe, I would have begged an apartment 


* it ill this raleeus marriage is concluded, 
we which 
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which will for ever be 2 blot i in our 1 
but as it unfortunately happens, I muſt * 
content to behold the mean appearance they 
make, and not be able to help it. Miſs Abin- 
ton has brought a friend down with her, a very 
pretty, decent young woman; not pert and 
forward, as young women generally are, but 
erious and devout: ſhe is determined never to 
marry, which proves her to be a girl of ſenſe. 
1 hope your return will be before her depar- 
ture, and I ſhall have the pleaſure of introdue- 
ing Miſs Belville to you. I may perhaps 
write again, as the preparations for this wiſe 
wedding engroſſes none of my time. I am, 
dear RP! your very humble ſeryant, 
2 ElAnfpR Tuchirsox. 


Sir Jars. TrouPs0N to Captain FaermER. 


 Abley-Park. 


60 Gap apace, ve 3 ſteeds ;. 
haſten the hour that makes my charmer mine ! 
L am in high ſpirits, Charles, and hardly can 
contain myſelf. This day week my Harriet 
gives her hand to your humble ſervant. Not- 


: —_ as 1 19 \ 
A « . ” 2 & 


' _ withſtanding. the buſtle, rage, tears, and re- 


proaches of Miſs Betty, I ſhall on that day 
commence Benedick. I have had a moſt ter- 
- rible piece of work to bring it about, and had 


I nor bluſtered like the wind, it would have 
T7 Vor. IV. 1 been 
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dn upon a lady's retirement crithout any pre- 
vious notice. True, madam, anſwered the 
attentive ſurgeon, (with a diſtortion of features 
as if he had been in convulſions) it is very 
rule, indead. If you meani that obſerva- 
tion for me, Miſs Betty Phompſon, ſaid I, 
I can retort, and ſay how very rude it is for 
you to trouble your head about my marriage, 
which I aſſure you ſhall net be a moment de- 
ferred for all your contrivances. - What your 
private buſineſs may be with Mr. Fracture, I 
cannot pretend to determine, that the entrance 
of your nephew makes all this buſtle and ill- 
humour; indeed if you have a mutual tendre for 
euch orher, and had given me a hint en paſſant, 
-I: would: not have diſturbed you for the world; 
but I hate your ambiguous doings. And fo, 
Doctor, you have entirely ſupplanted Joſeph 
in my aunt Betty's affections: well, I hear- 
tily wiſh you joy] I always ſuſpeddted a lurking 
-penchant, ever ſince ſhe fo kindly gave you'/a 
bo on the ear in my illneſs.“ Sir James, 
.anſwered the lady colouring, you deſerve to be 
ducked in the horſe- pond for this ĩmpertinence; 
I have been a great-while- ſubject to your ill- 
treatment, but thus to inſult the goed Doe- 
tor, I have not patience.” Madam, oried 
the puppy, you are all goodneſs and conde- 
ſoenſion, and was not Sir James Thompſon's 
Foung man, * relation, 1 * 
_ 2 ent 
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ſent his behaviour as became a gentleman. 
the arm, and applied my foot to a part that 
ſhall be nameleſs. Miſs Betty's ſcreams 
brought her ſiſters and the whole houſe to her 
apartment. 1 ſhould have made Mr. Fracture 
remember this day's converſation, but in the 
general confuſion he bravely eſcaped. I ludi- 
— repreſented the ſituation in which 1 
found Miſs Betty and the Doctor at my en- 
trance, which effectually excited their mirth, 
and ſent the other lady ſuddenly to her cham- 
ber, where ſhe has continued ever ſince. I 
would freely give five. hundred pounds, 
Charles, if you was as neat happineſs with 
Louiſa as J am with Miſs Abinton. Miſs 
'Belville is in hourly expectation of a letter 
from your love; whatever I can gleam you 
ſhall know. The more I ſee of Adeline, the 
more Jam delighted with her; ſhe meets uni- 
verſal admiration:: every perſon in: this part of 
the country regard her as the moſt perfect 
workmanſnip of nature, Miſs Arthur excepted. 
I tock an ꝑportunity of aſking her how ſhe 
| liked, the ꝓerſon of Miſs; Belville. Why, 
Sir James, anſwered ſhe, with infinite ſtiff- 
neſs, the perſon of that lady muſt be allowed. a 
very fine one, but I do not like her face.“ 
„What is your objection, madam ?” ſaid J. 
46 Why I am not fond of ſo yery faira ſkin, 
1 2 | returned 
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returned ſhe; the veins in Miſs Belville's 
neck and temples are too tranſparently blue; I 
prefer rather a clear brunette myſelf, thoſe 
white "ſkins never laſt. ? « True, Miſs Ar- 
thur, anſwered I, if a ſnowy complexion may 
be termed: a Fable; the fair Adeline has no pre- 
tenſions to beauty; but have you any other 
exceptions to make? „Why no, ſaid ſhe; 
if ſhe was more lively, ſhe would certainly be 
very handſome.” « You have not mentioned 


her eye-brows, madam, ſaid I, which, in my 


opinion are very indifferent.) O, ay, re- 

turned ſhe, that's true, they look too much like 
art; I never ſaw any thing half ſo delicate that 
was natural.“ I ſmiled, and contented myſelf 
with obſerving, the was eſteemed the greateſt 
beauty in town. It may be ſo, uber the 
lady, bridling, but we have different opinions. "= 
 T' acknowl we had, and by an artful 
turn brought her again into good humour. 
At parting, ſhe promiſed Emilia ſhould be re- 
leaſed: that once done, Harry is a fool if he 


ſuffers her again to be confined ; I hope to fee 
him married before I leave the country. Har- 


riet has received a letter from Sir Edward Wil 


mot; he begs ſhe will inform him ho Mis 


Belville does. Poor fellow ! I wiſh he could 
be happy. TI adviſed my beloved to invite him 
down; I know Adeline will not be offended; 
as. bas done fo, and I dare fay we ſhall ſee 


I'% him 
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him ſoom Miſs Belville is not in ſuch good 
ſpirits as hen ſhe left town: the laſt time ſhe 
was here I find. Mr. Grenville was with her. 
Miſs Abinton tella me, ſhe never fails viſiting 
once a day: a. pretty. retirement; which, when 
. children,, ey were all ſond of; this place 
they, call the Druid's Cell. Here each moru- 
ing the charming girl. retires, and- pays a large 
tribute of tears to her departed Auguſtus. The 
ether day Harriet and. L ſurprized her. in this 
melancholy employment: we would have re- 
tired, but facing . us. ſhe aroſe, and. bluſhing 
wiged ber tearful eyes. Excuſe. me, my 
dear friends, faid, ſhe,. that I thus mourn, 
when your happineſs is ſo near; but 1 am, very 
- weak, and, need this. alleviatian. to. my, aver» 
changed heart: I ſee you are concerned. for 
me; I. will retire and compoſe myſelf.” She 
turned down another walk, and at dinner met 
us. with her. uſual ſerenity. Ah, Ereemer, 
that this matchleſs- woman. muſt, be unhappy! 
Upon my ſoul, when I think of her ſufferings, 
and reflect on her patient reſignation, I can 
hardly ſupport my feelings. Adieu,; you will 
not hear from me again till nd 

Ms. nay, adoged Harriet. 
b to . Twoupron, 
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wn .had made for. this occaſion; it is W. 
with ſilver, and has ſmall ſilver ſtars on it like 
Harriet's ſattin. Emilia's dreſs was plain 
white. As a great indulgence, Mrs. Sydley 
permitted her to ſteep at the wood the night be- 
fore Harriet's marriage, that ſhe might be 
ready to attend her in the morning. When 
we were dreſſed, we all went down ſtairs. Sir 
James met us at the door of the breakfaſt par- 
tour : Compoſe yourſelf, my love, faid he, 
taking the trembling hand of his Harriet, and 
dy your chearfulneſs compleat my felicity.“ 
She bowed, but fpgke not. We followed her 
into the em. The firſt object that ſtruck my 
eyes was Sir Edward Wilmot. Mrs. Abinton 
aroſe, and led me towards him. My dear 
Miſs Belville, faid ſhe, thank this gentleman, 
in my name, for the honour he does my child, 
in giving us his « company. Will you plies 
don me, Adeline, ſaid Sir Edward; for ap- 
pearing before you uninvited'?” I will not 
pardon your concealment, anſwered I, giving 
him my hand; had I known this viſit was in- 
tended, I ſhould have anticipated it with the 
ſincereſt pleaſure,” He bowed on my hand. 
I enquired/after Lord Arundel: I find het is in 
the country, and yougare uninformed of Sir 
Edward's. expedition; ſo Charlotte I ſhal! 
tell you news. When my ſurprize was a little 
over at ſeeing him, I paid my compliments to 
1 K 4 ä the 
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che reſt of the company: only two of the Miſs 
Thompſons were preſent. I enquired after the 
third. She is well, madam; anſwered Sir 
James, but has an engage this day of A 
tender kind with Mr. Fracture. Fye, no- 
phew !: cried the elder lady, "tapping him with 
her fan; but we muſt allow for you to-day” 
Sir James was elegantly dreſſed, and looked 
very handſome. Before we ended breakfaſt, 
we were joined by the good Mr. Mortimer - 
The robes he wore made fo great an. alteration 
in him, that had I not been informed he was to 
have been preſent, I ſhould have hardly known 
him. Mrs. Abinton received him with the 
greateſt reſpect, as did the whole family.. Miſs 
Abinton kiſſed his hand. with emotion, and 
thanked him for the honour he did her. He 
Was affected and walked to the window; by 
. Harriet's deſire I followed him; are you not 
well, ſir?” ſaid IL. Perfectly ſo, anſwered 
he, my good young lady; only a little pained 
by my own reflections; I will learn to bear my 
. miſeries of you.“ This he condeſcended to 
ſay. He. returned to his ſeat, and by the moſt 
affectionate diſcourſe endeavoured to baniſh the 
tremor that hung upon Harriet's ſpirits. 
When we had we ſome'time he took her hand, 
= Come, my dear, faid he, it is time we 
ſhould ge to church; Mrs. Abinton tells me 
, he: has obtained Mr. Nelſon's leave for me to 


4 * give 
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give you to this worthy. young man, and we 


will not delay his happineſs.” Sir James 


would have had the ceremony performed at 


home, but Mr. Mortimer would not conſent 


40 it; ſo we all ſet off for the church, which 


s but a little way from the-wood. Sir Ed- 


_ward's-chariot we found convenient on this 
occaſion, Our order was: as follows: Sir 


James, his bride, Mrs. Abinton and Mr. 
Mortimer in the Baronet's new coach and four; 
_ the two Miſs. Thompſons and Emilia in their 


carriage; and Sir Edward and myſelf in his 


chariot. His behaviour: was enechantingly po- 
lite, and juſt as 1 withed it. When we 
alighted, ſeveral children appeared with baſkets 
of flowers, which they ſtrewed before Sir 
James and his Harriet all the way up the 


church- yard. The behaviour of both at the 


altar was. devout and proper; that of Mr. 
' Martimer the moſt emphatic and awful you can 


imnngine. My. friend trembied very much 
during the ceremony, but when it was over ſhe 
.gecovered the chearfulneſs that in general 
adorns her features. With much entreaty we 


. prevailed on Mr. Mertimer to accompany us 


to Aſhley- park. We bad a large company 10 
dinner. Harriet went through! the ceremony 
of introduction better than that of her mar- 
riage. Sir James was all ſpirits; the happineſs 
of his lady as _—_ by ſerious 2 

that 


q | 


W the. only. perſop. thak ware. ee 


Ee err. za 
mat from infaney He ha- agtüternag herſelk 
io. The. dax was. nailed. delightfully.;. e 


gravity 3, Vir "one. ee were ſent, tq. Mig 

bo. appear. vir James 
begged © ro e 3nd endo; to cram 
refi$. yopr. — Mice Pelyille, Gig bg; 
do go and bring her NESS, —— laugh hex 
put of. her illengtufe 1 gromiſed te try, and 
acgorgingly went to her daging-room, ad 
dapped at the She aſked who Ws there? 
and, being told, | immediately AN 12 ang 
begged we to fit d f an 
1 75 wy I, ELL geeſe or 


1 e i WE, 8 


e doing FRF 119 5 9 Wan 
1 190 Ms We is % 
orjer thy than that r- vill 970 |. Pont 


eu With your pre 1 my fi end is quite 
_ that you way SA id 2 e Pre) 
28 fears vou are. offen «© Not; 


anſwered ſhe, I am angry ou FY — 


25 Janes, and he has, ulgd, Me 15 * 
Pell but, py deat, e jig 1 8 
Four reſentment. for this dre pn Hargien's 85. 
count; you know Sir Jamef ig immgtient, and 
refore mult. not. take amiſs his wy rs the 


1 nie hone ou dend jp tay > 2 5 


| 


as Wii erabtlirv. 


men would hiye given up in this caſe. | <« It 
not his obſtinacy in that particular, anfiverd 
Ae, which hurts me ſo much, but other in- 
Races of his ill conduct; vile, indelicate in- 
finuations, of an attachment between me and 
Mr. Fracture! à gentleman vou have, I be- 


liere, ſeen. 97 40 was 'I to oblige you, and 


o down now, he would inſult me before all 
people,” 4 will engage my word of ho- 
fink madam, faid I, that he ſhall not ſay 
afty thing the leaſt diſagreeable, if vou will 

nit with your company; for the ſake 
of 1 my Harriet I wiſh it, who would be miſe- 
rable'to loſe your good opinion.” © She is a 


good girl, Miſs Belville, anſwered ſhe in a leſs 


auſtere voice, and J dare ſay has a real regard 


for my judgment. Poor thing ! I would not 


diftteſs her for the world; ſhe will have enough 
26 do with fuch a ſpirit as his, and therefore 1 
think 1 will 80 with you and wiſh her joy.” 
Tou oblige me, madam, infinitely, anſwered 
13 1 will juft ſtep to my friend and apprize 
her of your intention, "and" return in a mo- 
ment. 95 .- Suk By 

Away Pen 0 impart the faceeſs of biy 


| eitbally-* I told Sir James, if he ſaid à word 
to offend” his kunt, I would give him up for 


cver. He promiſed to behave with the utmoſt 
elreumſpection. 1. 


4 returned to Miſs Betty's 
Ar cffir . y F S285. a. £4 T< T2 | 


_— 
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We'went down' ſtairs together: Sir James of- 
fered his hand to lead her to a chair, but ſhe. 
refuſed it, and turned from him. Harriet ad- 
vanced to her: „My dear madam, faid ſhe; 
with the fwreteſt ſmile, this is very kind; I 
ſhall remember your condeſcenſion with: gra- 
titude as long as I live“ This ſpeech ap- 
peared to pleaſe her. She embraced my friend 
with much affection: „If my wiſhes will 
avail, Lady Thompſon, ſaid ſhe, you will be 
completely happy; as to the man you have 
honoured with your hand, he will be more ſo 
than he deſerves.“ I agree with you, ma- 
dam, anſwered Sir James, riſing; the man 
lives not who can deſerve my Harriet; but it 
was not very gracious, however, in you to tell 
me ſo.“ I ite by the turn of his countenance 
he was inclined to proceed, and therefore in- 
terrupted him, by introducing Sir Edward to 
Miſs Betty as my moſt particular friend. She 
received him as ſuch, and treated him with re- 
markable civility. This ceremony was hardly 
over, when Sir Robert Arthur, his ſiſter, ſon, 
and Mrs. Sydley entered the room. Miſs Stan- 
hope did not appear for a minute; what her 
"engagements were I know not. When ſhe 

came in, ſhe made ſome 1 obſerva- 
tion to her ſiſter, and, without ſpeaking to 


Harriet, flung herſelf into a chair. When 
; re Arthur had paid his compliments toLady 


Thomp- 
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 Fhompſon, he adyanced tg me with the ut/ 
moſt. ppliteneſs. Emilia geceived his ſalute 
with fear, and trembled ſo, ſhe was opliged to 
fit down. The reſt of the day was ſpent in 
the happieſt; manner. In the evening Mr. 
Mortimer tack leave af the company, with a 
politeneſs that ſeldom attends any hut thoſe 
who are converſant with the great world. 
Harriet and I walked with kim to the end of 
the park, where hir James 's chariot waited to 
_ ' convey him to his peaceful dwelling, © Fage- 
Welt mx £999 girls, ſaid hg, ag we-werg pre- 
mating p leave him; may I not hong tg ſee 
Jon, Miſs RBelyille, ſemę time. to-morrow ? 
Ai te m deer Harriet, A it; the 
will be too much neff with her happineſs 
_ 29. think of any thing elſe; but = mdam. 
have dane with the world, as well as me, and 
may not think the converſation of an . man 
worn down wich grief intolerable. In- 
deed, fir, anſwered I, your ſocigty will ever 
be a ſolace to my afiftions, and I will wait on 
you to-morrow. with pleaſure.” 61 

Jou, madam, replied he ; I cannat find words 
to tell you hon much I <iterm and revere you: 
x 1 5 reflect on your conduct, ſo uniformly 
lay ugh ſuch a variety of troubles, 


Tan * of my ſecluſion from mankind 2: 
diy time of life, when you, ſo much younger, 
e vp againſt Wehr beet une, and re- 
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mained in the world when your inclinations 
led yeu to quie it. But we will talk ne more 
on this ſubject at preſent, it is too melancholy 

for Lady Thompſon's ear at this time. Once 
more farewel; heaven preferye you both ! 
Harriet eould not reſtrain her tears; the good 
man enquired why they flowed ? Not from 

forrow, fir, anſwered ſhe; my heart is op- 
preſſed with gratitude for your affection, and 
ean find no way to expreſs its feeling but by 
theſe liquid drops.” My dear girl, faid he, 
you have the beft of human hearts; I know 
you will be happy with Sir James, who loves 
you paſſionately, but you myſt not ſtain the 
joys. of your bridal day with tears; no, my 
* Harriet, not even a ſenſation ſhould 
now appear in the habit of grief. Without 
waiting for an anſwer, he t into'the cha- 
by and waving his hand, drove off. 

Harriet and I returned e 

Nn. came out to meet n 
abſence, my loves ſaid he, taking the hand 
of his bride, has appeared an age; you 
muſt not withdraw yourſelf again; my very 
ſoul hangs on you.” I left" them together, 

and joined Sir Edward, who: with the reſt of 
the company was coming to walk. The be- 
haviour of this amiable man never appeared to 
me in ſuch a light as in this converſation: he 
_—_— — * 
! „ 5 gene- 
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As te m dear Harriet, 


moſt ppliteneſs.. Emilia received his ſalute 


with fear, and trembled ſo, ſhe was gþliged:to 


fit down. The reſt of the day was ſpent in 
the happieſt manner. In the evening Mr. 
Mortimer tack leave af the company, with a 


politeneſs that ſeldom attends any hut thoſe 
who are convetfant with the great: world. 


Harriet and I'walked with him to the end of 
the park, where Bir James's chariot waited to 


_ convey him tg his peaceful dwelling, Fape- 


wel. mx 8999. girls, ſaid hg, aß e werg pre- 
Rating do leave him; may I not hope: tg fee 
Jou, Miſs Beluillę, ſemę tige to-morrow ? 
* — wb it; the 
will be too much aps happineſs 

10 think of any thing elſe; — = Madam. 
have dope with the world, 25 well a ge, and 
may not think the converſation gf an 4 man 
worn down wich grief intolerable. In- 
deed, fir, anſwered I, your ſocigty will ever 
. be a ſolace to my ien, and I will wait on 


you to-morrow. With pleaſure.” «I 


you, madam, replied he; I cannot find words 
to tell you how much I eſteem and reyere you.: 
reflect on your conduct, ſo uniformly 
le through ſych a varięty of troubles, 


Lem aſhamed of my ſecluſion from mankind 2 


Wy time of life, when you, ſo much younger, 


| "HIVE up 3gAln your Biaſoreypts and re- 
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mained in the world when your inellnations 
led you to quie it. But we will talk no more 
on this ſubjeR at preſent, it is too melancholy 
for Lady Thompſon's ear at this time. Once 
more farewel; heaven: preferve you both 1. 
Harriet eould not reſtrain her tears; the good 
man enquired why they flowed? Not from 
forrow, fir, anfwered ſhe; my heart is op- 
preſſed with gratitude for your affection, and 
can find no way to expreſs its feeling but by 
theſe liquid drops.” «© My dear girl, faid he, 
you have the beft of human hearts; I know 
you will be happy with Sir James, whe loves 
you paſſionately, but you myſt not ſtain the 
joys of your bridal De with tears; no, my 
* Harriet, not even a > fenfition ſhould 
now appear in the habit of grief.“ Without 
waiting for an anſwer, he got into the cha- 
riot, and waving his hand, dreve off. 
Harriet and J returned to the houſe. Sir 
James game out to meet us. „ This 
-abfence, my {ove; ſaid he, taking the hand 
of his bride, has appeared an age; you 
muſt not withdraw yourſelf again; my very 
ſoul hangs on you.” I leſt them together, 
and joined Sir Edward, who with the reſt of 
the company was coming to walk. The be- 
haviour of this amiable man never appeared to 
me in ſuch a light as in this converſation: he 

{ns n 6— 
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- generouſly lamented as the beſt of his ſex, I 
thanked him for it with the energy of one who 
feels herſelf. obliged. He told me he had read 


my laſt letter to you; and may I not hope, 


Miss Belville, ſaid he, that you will permit. 

me to behold the rural cell mentioned in that 
letter? it would give me ſingular ſatis faction; 
but if it cannot be done without paining you, 
1 would not for the world have my curioſity 


„ „ 


| Bir Edward, Be e I, was I not capable of 
giving up a little to you, Who have reſigned ſo 
much for me: I will with pleaſure attend. you 
in the morning to the Druid's Cell.“ He 
thanked me in his uſual graceful manner, and 
we joined the company, who were preparing 
to return to their ſeveral abodes. Emilia took 
leaye of Harriet and me with tears: nothing 
could perſwade her brutiſh mother to ſpare her 
another night, and ſhe was obliged to go back 
-with her to Trout-hall. When they were de- 
parted, Mrs. Abinton's family bid the ladies 
of Aſhley- park adieu, and returned to the 
wood, where the reſidue of the evening was 
ſpent in harmonious concord. I muſt defer 
giving you an account of my walk with Sir 
Edward, as this letter is already very long; 
thereſare IL will enlarge it no further than to 
tell you Lam, with the love and ee 
of all here, affectionately yours, 
41S ADELINE BELYILLE 


Ld 
H. 28 17 TIF, C44 45 * Sls 


* a 7 Doxcanvos to _ Bravits. ane 


* NO lo, Adeline, Hartiet is ae 


married! My ſtars! what could poſſeſs the 
girl? 1 did not imagine ſhe would have carried 


the joke ſo far as this neither ; but ſhe had ne- 


wer” any idea of governing. Tell her ſhe has 
my beſt wiſhes for happineſs, but as the choſe 
to reject my former advice, I will throw no 


more of it away, I am very ſure 3 


will do with her ſwain that has not a degree o 
ſpirit in it, eſpecially now. My mother and 
Colonel Medway join in due congratulations 


on this happy event, and ſincerely wiſh the 
fair Lady Thompſon joy of her title, eſtate, 
1 had finiſhed reading 


and huſband. When 
your letter, which] 
and George, he tdb 


jd aloud ta my mother 
"my hand with the moſt 


doleful countenance: « How I envy Sir 


James, my dear Charlotte! ſaid he; he has 
perſwaded the beloved of his heart to make 


him happy, while I am obliged to continue in 
this painful ſtate of ſuſpenſe, and cannot move 
your pity by any entreaties.” 4 Lord ! Med- 
way, replied I, what would you have? 1 


pity you at this moment for looking ſo fooliſh, 
though to be ſure you cannot help it; you did 


not make your own face, and therefore I do 


en | not 


— 
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not pretend to blame you for it; but prithee do 
not tęiae ma te hecama as ridiculous as your» 
ſelf, and enter the holy eſtate of matrimony. 
If Harriet Abinton had an inclination to part 
With, hen freedoms in that I ſhall not follow 
hes, examples; ſhe is, a very good 778 but 
Wants ſpirit prodigiouſy.. Ah, Miſs Dun- 
| a neat ro vm with aſigh, bn I 
as AN who adores. her, Ke 

by, ſo deing 1 ſecured. oe Kg WHV will 

—— my gaſſien a little ſerip 

think of rewarding dg dene F . 
Wich myfelt? (anſwered 1); a de 
e I aſſure y9u4, ele 
ch. as not oyer⸗ by ſq me, 
| confals, pg the time. I attain, the 
aof forty-tb may think of fulfling 
ite but nagt Nee „ Chagſotto, Chaplous! 
Said my mother in. an angry, tage, this.trifing 
1 unjuſt; did the, Colonel knew. what: was 
gue ta, himſelf, he would. no, longer txaubls 
his head — Fu hut 1 mn wo 

Fapricigus, humour.” << madam C 
be, mu charming Charlotte knows. it is nat 
poſſihlę to break We holds my; heart; 
vor: if it were, do] wiſh, it. On her wy haps 
pinaſz dgpends; and, though ihe, now, rathes 
Ahuſes her power, I truſt the. time, will, came, 
when. dy her owp promiſe ſhs will compleat, my 
. This idea ſeemed td W him 
| nmappy⸗: 


ne 0 


him my hand. Come, | Medway, ſaid: I. 
you muſt bear with-my+ faule 3, I Will endeae 
vour to mend, and if L de not ſucceed, you 
muſt een follow- my: Mother's plan, and han 
off”! A my beloved, anſwered he in a rap - 
wre, only ſuy you will ber mine exe long, au, 
Ifhall:-be the-bappic&-ef men“ 4% Nays. Can 
lonel, interrupted! I, you muſt draw me inta 
no more promiſes; I will ſtrictly full the ono 
I:made: you, 2s I told: you before, when: IL can 
dick adien ta my levity and become graue; 1 
wall: give you my handy — far n 
n he patiant. 

Thus were egen pan fates 
thaugh. my mother would fain have: perfwaded 
the Colunel to continue hoſſilitiags telling him 
he was much too: tame and that be never 
would be uſed well while he yicdad-ſo-ontixely 
tomy humour. Finding her inſinuations had 
not tho effect ſhe: deſired, ſhe left us togethep 
We paſſed a pretty formal hum- drum tos 
hours with each other; at the expiration; of 
which time the ſaber reſlenlons of Medway 
had nearly thrown: me intola ſlumber, when 
the arrival of Tom: Harmond awakened ma- 
The Colonel and I were fitting tete-d- tate on 
the ſopha when he threw: open the door: he 


would haue retired, but E begged: him to walk 


eonſequence, I vas in goed amour, and gaF-w a 
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not pretend to blame you for it ; but prithee do 
not tęiae ma te beeqmg, as ridiculous as your- 
ſelf, and enter the holy eſtate of matrimony. 
If 'Harriet-Abinten had an inclination to part 
with, hen freedom in that I, ſhall not follow 
hes, examples; the is. a very good 75 but 
wants. ieee ” <Ah, Miss Dun: 
ee Norge, with a ſigh, he 

poi AN who adores her, 3 
by, 19. 3s ſecured. ber on: w I 
X9u.ngr mk my paſſion Ber e 
think of rewarding its ce mtg 1 hat, 
Wick myſelf? (herd I);, no We pk you. 
Colangl,. not het, J afſure you, BIO OR 9 
de. Auf. ele Which was not EM lq gfe wes 
ry et the time I attain. the 
ag. .of 3 may think of fulfuling 
vs e 2 F< 1 N 


a nal the chain that a my; —— 
Vor: if it were, do I wich it. On her wy hape 
pinaſz dgpends; and, though ihe, now, rathes 
ahuſes her power, I truſt the. time, will. came, 
when. by her owp promiſe ſhe will compleat my 
woot This idea feng: to, a him 


happy, 


hi my hand. 


„Tome, Medway, ſaidi I. 


you, mult. bear; with-my+faylts: I -will endesa 


vour to mend, and if I de not ſuogeed, you 


off”. A my beloved, anſweted he in a. rapg- 
ture only ſay. you will be: mine exe long, ad 
Tihall be the happieſt ef men“ „ Nays. Can 


lonel, interrupted! I, you muſt draw me inta 


no more promiſes; I will ſtrictly fulkl the ono 
Imade you, as I teld you before, when L can 
dick adien ta my levity and become grave; I 
wall: give you my. dun wanne ee 
. be patiant. 

Thus were ene b ne 


though. my: mother would fain have:perfwaded 


the Colonel to continue hodilitieg, telling him 
he was: much too: tame; and that 'he:;' never 
would be uſed well while he yickdad-ſo ontiraly 
ta my humour. Einding her inſinuations had 
not the effect ſhe deſired, the left us tagethon 
We paſſed a pretty formal hum- drum two 
hours with each other; at the expiratien of 
which time the ſaber reflexians: of: Medway 
had nearly thrown me inta:a-lymber, when 
the arrival of Tom Harmond awakened ma. 
„The Colonel and I were fitting tete-d- tete on 


in. 


the ſopha when he threw: open the door: he 
would have retired, but I begged. him to walk 
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conſequence, I vas in goed humour, and gaFwa 


muſt een follow- my: mother's. plan, and hop | 
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in. I hope I do not intrude, / madam,” ſaid 
he. Not at all, fir,” ſaid 1; the Colonel's 
buſineſs is finiſhed ; no more than to aſk my 
opinion of a new carriage he has making.” 
George did not look well pleaſed at this; but 
I knew we might as well have publiſhed our 
tendre in the Daily Advertiſer as have given 
Tom the leaſt idea of it: this I hinted to 
Medway, which reſtored hid good humour, 
and. he ſhook the fine gentleman by the hand 
very cordially. When we were ſeated, I 
enquired the news of the town, and the ſitu- 
ation of things in the beau monde, as T knew 
he was the very quinteſſence of - faſhion: 
«© Why faith, madam, - anſwered - the beau, 
ie? move on much in the ſame manner as 
for ſome time paſt, with us of the ten, I mean; 
obſerye, I ſpeak only of the material part of 
mankind: as to your cits and mechanicks, 
they are governed by a fyſtem of their owns 
entirely out of my ſphere.” .« Entirely ſo, 


no doubt, Mr. Harmond, replied — Or 1 


your obſervation is confined to people of fa- 
ſhion folely; but what are they doing? is 
there no change in the polite world? Why 
no, Colonel, anſwered he, nothing new is 
ſtirring: Lady Squander! is ſeparated from her 
Lord, but that is an old bufineſs; you muſt 
certainly have heard of that: things of this 
** are ſo common nee that we 
1 look 
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Look on it, as a matter of courſe; and while 
people can be ſo eaſily ſeparated, I do not won- 
der that in their marriage they conſult not 
What will make them happy, only what is 
convenient; every thing yields to that. But 
the moſt ſurpriſing news I can tell you is, that, 
Sir James Thompſon is married; the gay, the 
ſpriglitly "Thompſon, that-uſed to be the life 
of every company, is ſettled: for life with a 
country girl. Upon my ſoul *tis true ; I read 
it this morning in the papers; for e mi- 
nutes I would not believe my eyes, but after 
reading the article fifty times over, I was 
obliged to credit my ſenſes. By itſelf the im- 

portant tranſaction ſtood: A few days ſince 
e was married at Aſhley, Sir James Thomp- 
<4. ſon, Bart: to Miſs Abinton, daughter of 
<<. the late Colonel Abinton; a lady of great 
4+. beauty and-accompliſhments.” Egad, Miſs 
Duneannon, I am heartily ſorry for it; we 
have loſt one of the clevereſt felows amongſt 
us; for, dem'me, if Thompſon will ever ap- 
pear in our ſociety, now he is fettered. I 
thought he would not have been taken in of 
all men. I ſhould like to fee the girl that has 
made this change in him.“ Then, anſwer'd 
J. you would ſee a very lovely woman, I aſ- 
ſure you, Mr. Harmond; I knomy Lady 
Thompſon well, and am convinced Sir James 
will be — 1 e Iv may be ſo, 
enn | | madam, 
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madam, anfwored he with ſome donfufton; an 
vou hnowiher Ladyſmp, Lam forry I ſaid fo 
much; bat I+waſt bid you good morning, for 
eee viſits I hw õ%nn * under ren- 
ders it impoſſible to ſtay longer.” © 
With a pfibfuſion of gallantry he een 
nor did either Medway or I attempt to detain 
him. Read this part of my letter to Sir James, 
and tell him IThope, in juſtice co his charming 
wife, he will reſign all connections with his 
libertine companions, - and behave vas a man 
ſenſible of his happineſs. As to that fly mor. 
tal, Wilmot, I hall not forgive his ner 
out of town without telling me of it. Lord 
Arundel is not yet returned, bat ehen! he does 
IJ ſhall ſend him after you, umleſs you think of 
coming back very ſoon; and if he does not 
_ "ſucceed, Sir Harry Evelin ſhall bring up the 
rear. The laſt mentioned gentleman is very 
impatient for your return; his reaſons:are beſt 
known; to-himſelf; but I Wels old 
fools I ſend you a letter, as Lapprehend 
from Pouiſa: I hope it contains good news. 
I eam interrupted; Sir William Meadow is be- 
low z he leaves town to-morrow, and is very 
urgent with me to fix the day that will end my 
power. The old Baronet would fain'perſwade 
me to come don to the caſtle, where they 
may eenclude'-things as they think proper; 
but no, I thank n 1 n not go near 


* 
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choſe ugly Walls und that hideous draw. bridge 
in a hurry. 

dToldeath amongſt them, and I am half afraid 
they will — ſuccted, if it is only to 1 
rid bf” their importunities; but depend on it, 
Adeline, Iſhalt hold out great while. 
. > Atfieu: tell Sir James and Hartzet Lhear- 
tiby ve oice in their happineſs, and would wil- 
tingly come don and ſend a helping hãnd · ta- 
Wards efadiciting Miſs Betty's ill humour, 
were it in my power. All join-in affectionate 
remembrances to ybu und the n, Nin. 
e - ar get 
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2 e 15 Mk (Dunes k. 
5 nnn 


Montpelier 


| "IR ea re from the time of 
ee weg Paris, and fettd my detail as op- 
Pötrunity offers. Madame de Belifeur and the 
Marquis ferove to amuſe my melancholy, on 
"Sur way to Montpelier; and, thinking it 
Would be ugreeable to me, talked continually 
"bf the Uhkttnitiy” Ccuntefs; afflired me we 
Whoald' fpeedily viſit *the * ebrwent Again, if 
I withed it, and then tio perſuaſtons ſhould 
be omitted hat might induce Madame de 
Leine do return With us. An ting, 


Bur,” ſbviotſly, they -plugueime = 
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Miſs: Somners, ſaid he, that contributes to 


your happineſs, muſt, to mine; let me beg of 
yu to baniſn this uneaſineſs, and ſuffer the 


former ſerenity that adorned your features, 
. again to take its place. Ah, Louiſa, did you 


know how much your ſorrow. diſtreſſes me, 


you would in pity be more chearful. If you 
Pleaſe, continued he, notwithſtanding the de- 
ſire of my father to ſee you, I will order my 
ſervants to return to Paris, and go by myſelf | 
to Montpelier.” | By no means, my Lord, 
anſwered I; think not I am capable of in- 


gratitude; the many favours: I have received 


from the Marquis, claim at leaſt the ſmall re- 


turn I am going to make him; I am only a 


little melancholy at. parting with your ſiſter - 


and the Counteſs, but will, as you deſire, en- 


deavour to be more chearful : would I could 


as eaſily grant all your requeſts as I can this!” 


„Well, and ſo you can, child, interrupted 


Madame de Bellfleur, nothing in the world is 


ſo eaſy as telling a man you will have him: 
.come, let me hear how you grave Engliſh- 
women acknowledge a tender ſenſation. Now, 
ift it was, a ſprightly female of our nation, 
wo is above reſerve, ſhe-would ſay to fo hand- 
ſome a nobleman as de Reviers, truly, my 


Lord Marquis, I am infinitely honoured by 
your aftection, | and am ready to give you my 


Hang whenexer, you, Hens: 21 « Ah, madam» 


anſ wered 
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arif\verel > th fränknets i is not a to 1 
French Hates; did I feel for the Marquis the 
tender emotion of love, 1 would « own it with- 
out a bluſh; his merit would uſtify the con- 
feſſion. But what can 1 do, | ituated asI am? 
My heart acknowledges his worth, and feels 
for him the pureſt friendſhip, though entirely 
unmixed with love.” «A as, madam, replied 
the Marquis, 1 feel the full force of your ex- 
preſſions. Wel! am I informed of the recti- 
tude and generoſity 'of your, ſentiments; but 
yet, Miſs Somners, in regard tc to my v unhap ppy 
attachment, Tm n uſt think you are pre) tjudiced : 
why Will vou not hear the tender effuſions of 
my foul with complaceney ? why will you not 
endeavour to return my paſſion ? ? Ah, Louiſe, 
would, you but try to regard me tenderly, I 
know you would ſucceed ; but I Aatter myſelf 
I am the object of your hate.“ ( How often 
muſt I tell you, my, Lord, (replied I with the 
deepeſt concern) you wrong me cruelly ; in ſay- 
ing fo? I cannot hate you, it is not in my 
nature; you love me, and I feel for that love 
the moſt unbounded gratitude: why will you 
continually cut me to the heart by theſe obſer- 
vations ?“ It is enough, Louiſa, ſaid he, 
it 1s enough! I will no more offend you with 
that expreflion, charming, inimitable girl! 
If you really feel ſo much gratitude for my af- 


fection, I am content; you will in time be- 
WV, ftow 
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dow a tenderer regard on me: give ,me but 
your band, and 1 will truſt to my own beha- 
viour to engage your love.“ Have I not. 
often told you my determination on that head? 
anſwered I, I never will give my hand with- 
out my heart, and — . Huſh, madam! 


cried he with the Utmoſt diforder;, I cannot 
| bear to hear you pronounce my miſery: I muſt, 
T will continue to hope, by heaven I will ; 
till your father, Miſs Somners, . gives me. 5% 
ſill will I petition for yout hand. O, Louiſa, 
dear, much - loved Louiſa, why was I fated to 
ad, ore you you , without meeting, a return! in 
1 tel to increaſe his Uneaſineſs, and 
therefore forbore to declare my ſentiments with 
the freedom 1 intended, When he ſtopped me, 
but ſilently liſtened to his pleadings and thoſe 
of Madame de Bellfleur for ſome time. When 
I thought he had talked himſelf into a degree 
of calmneſs, I anſwered kim, Why do you 
you ſo obſtinately continue to follicit me, when 
Lhave told you I never can return your love # 
Once more, I intreat you, give over a vain 
purſuit, and not by this extreme perſeverance 
_ me as unhappy as you ſay I have done 
Jou tell me, if I was to try to regard 
5 6% T ſhould ſucceed. May I not 
as juſtly fay, was you to ' endeavour conquer- 
ing your love, ſucceſs would attend you? 
en one is as em as the e nay 


1 a more 
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more ſo. Believe me, my Lord, there needs 
but a little philoſophy to conquer a partiality 
that has never met encouragement: on the 
other hand, few hearts have command enough 
over themſelves to fix their affections as pru- 
dence or gratitude would ſuggeſt.” 
The Marquis anſwered not but by ſighs; 
che deepeſt ſorrow appeared on his countenance, 
which after a little while was changed into 
violent paſſion. He ſnatched my hand with 
emotion, and ſwore he would ſooner loſe his 
life than me. In ſhort, my Adeline, much 
the ſame ſcene paſſed as in the grove when he 
firſt / declared his paſſion, - During the time 
we were in the GY his agitation was in- 
finite. 
My father received me with tenderneſs ; the 
parent once more appearing in his face. With 
concern he informed the Marquis, his father 
was thought to be in a dangerous way. De 
Reviers begged he might ſee him immediately. 
While my father was gone to prepare his 
friend for the interview, I ſtrove to comfort 
the Marquis, who was much dejected at this 


melancholy account, While I was ſpeaking, 
his concern ſeemed abated. He tenderly took 
my hand, and preſſed it to his lips: « My 


amiable Miſs Somners, ſaid he, how great is 


your power over my heart! your voice ftills 
its emotions, and for a moment  baniſhes its 


2 


ſorrow, 
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ſorrow, Your ſmiles would, mitigate, the ſe- 
vereſt torments, - Ah, Louifa, did yqu approve 
my loye, I ſhould be the moſt bleſſed of men.“ 
Before 1 could anſwer, my father returned, and 


ve all followed him to the old Marquis's apart- 


ment. De Reviers advanced to the bed, and 
expreſſed his concern for his indiſpoſition. 
The old Marquis returned the moſt affectionate 
anſwer, and ſaid he hoped he was then out of 


| danger, He received Madame de Bellfleur 


and me with pleaſure; and begging we would 


| all take gur ſeats, proceeded as follows: «© As 


it has pleaſed God to ſpare. me to behold you 
once more together, I will, if you pleaſe, Miſs 
Somners, ſay a word or two on a. ſubject in 
which I am much intereſted ; I may never be 
able to tell you what 1 wiſh; if J loſe the op- 


portunity heaven has favoured me with. I fee 


you gueſs. what I am going to ſay. Pennie me 
to aſſure you, young lady, nothing ſhould in- 
duce me to give you a moment's. pain, but the 
conſideration that my ſon's happineſs depends 


on the ſucceſs of my entreaty. Vour beauty 


and virtue, madam, render an alliance with 
you in the higheſt degree deſirable. Vour fa- 
ther has conſented to give you to the Marquis, 
who is ſenſible, of your infinite worth, and 
adores you with the moſt unbounded. paſſion; 
but I am infgrmed he has not been able to. in- 


ſpire you vin I affeRion.. The 


concern 


1 
% 
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concern this information gives me is very 
great. I hoped to ſee my ſon happily united to 
a worthy lady before I left this world. When 


he fixed his affections on you, I doubly re- 
Joiced, both on account of your own perfec- 


tions, ; and as you was the daughter of my 
friend. On my application to Mr. Somners, 


which I made immediately on knowing the 
ſituation of my. ſon's heart, he aſſured me you 


was diſengaged, and free from any attach- 
ment. It remains in your breaſt, charming 


Louiſa, to make happy two perſons who have 


a real regard for you,” Nou may ſay three, 

| my Lord, interrupted my father, for her mar- 
klage with your ſon would compleat my wiſhes. 
Louiſa, went he on, remember, in obliging 
this Nobleman you oblige me, and diſobliging 
him, it has the ſame effect on me. I have 

een a teuder parent to you hitherto ; do not 
force me to uſe the authority that title gives 
me.” 80 ſaying he left the foom, and che 
dumb with wonder. I ſat ſilent and ſtupid by 
the Marquis's bed, who obſerving my conſter- 
nation, addreſſed me again: My dear Miſs 


Somners, ſaid he, you ſcem a good deal hurt 


at the behaviour of your father; impute it not 
to want of affection in him, but his zeal for 


my ſon's happineſs; his heart, like mine, is 


"A 


ſet on ſeeing you united, and he cannot bear 
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this oppoſition to his wiſhes, as he is convinced 
you are prejudiced in fayour of no man. Tell 


me, Louiſa, (continued he, taking my hand 
affectionately) if he is right in that particular; 


| is there not ſome latent prepoſſeſſion that pre- 


vents. your accepting the Marquis? If ſo, I 
will break it as An, as poſible to my 
friend. 40 | 
"He was ſilent, and Salted my anfiver. 
Conflicting paſſions tore my boſom ; I dared 
not tell the real ſituation of my here; indeed 
I could not; and to deſcend to a falſhood, I 
| ſcorned. After ſome heſitation J anſwered : 
„% Did you know, my Lord, how much this 
converſation and the behaviour of my father 
afflicts me, I think you would give your pity 
to the moſt miſerable of her ſex; my heart is 
fully ſenſible of your ſon's merit, but I cannot 
beſtow it upon him: it pains me, my Lord, to 
be thus explicit to you in your preſent ſituation. 
I ſhould long ago have explained my ſenti- 
ments with the utmoſt candour reſpecting the 
Marquis, Rad you entered on the topick; but 
as you declined it, I could not begin. I now | 
declare to you, as I have before done to this 
gentleman and my father, I never can give my 
love to him, notwithſtanding his affection for 
me; he has all my eſteem and gratitude, but 
no more is in my power to beſtow. With re- 
h ſpe to your . s other queſtion, it fol⸗ 
| lows 
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6 not that my affections are engaged be- 
cauſe the Marquis has not obtained them; ; 
therefore I muſt beg leave to be excuſed an- 
ſwering that queſtion directly. My father 
has aſſured you I am not engaged. Then, 
Miſs Somners, cried the young Marquis, you 
acknowledge that aſſurance was true; if ſo, 
why will you ſteel your heart againſt a paſſion 
like mine? Ah, fir, (continued he, turning 
to his, father) plead for me, exert the utmoſt 
power of rhetorick in my favour ; I have not 
ſucceeded in any attempt to move her; try, 
try for me, if Jou will preſerve my ſenſes.” 
Alas, my ſon, anſwered he with great con- 
cern, what can 1 d0 Againſt one ſo determined! 
why, madam, will you thus diſtreſs a heart 
that adores vou! For my ſake, Miſs Som- 
ners, give ſome relief to his törtdents, and 
preſerve my ſon.” Ah, my Lord, anſwered 
I, it diſtreſſes me more than J can expreſs, to 
be obliged to pain perſons ſo dear to me: 1 
would die to ſecure your happineſs and that of 
the Marquis, but I cannot give my hand 
without feeling that degree of affection which 
can alone conſtitute happineſs in the marriage 
ſtate; my honour and conſcience both revolt 
againſt it. Forbear then, my Lord, O forbear 
theſe entreaties; they diſtract me !” The 
Marquis ſtarted at my loud expreſſions of 
3 es had thrown my handkerchief over 


. 8 my 
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Ty my face, and was unable to reſtrain my tears), 


1 cannot bear this, ſaid he, with a broken 
voice. By heaven, Louiſa, to rid you of this 


| ſorrow, I could plunge a dagger deep in my 


own. breaſt; but ab! I cannot ceaſe to. love 
| vou; the conflict would turn my brain. For 

pity's fake, dry thoſe tears; they are too much 
. 20. ſupport!” He laid his head on my lap, 
and was unable to ſay more from the violence 
of his emotions. h 
Can you, Miſs . fri Madame 
de Bellfleur, behold: theſe. agonies unmoyed ? 
Ah, cruel girl! relent, if you have any feel- 
ing; deſtroy. not the happineſs. of a whole fa- 
mily, by refuſing the hand of de Reviers.” 
4% Indeed, anſwered I, you are not. kind, thus 
to reproach me; I would preſerve their happi- 
neſs at the expence of my life, but this mar- 
riage never can take place, I would have ſaid; 
but the violence of my agitations all day had 
ſo wearied my ſpirits, that they ſunk oppreſſed, 
and for a time I loſt the remembrance of every 
thing. When I recovered, I found the Mar- 
duis, Madame de Bellfleur and my father by 
me, in my own chamber. De Reviers was 
. diſtracted at my ſituation, and expreſſed. the 
moſt extravagant joy at my recovery. He 
knelt by my bedſide, and taking my hand, 
4. Louiſa, ſaid he, in a ſolemn voice, what- 
8 1 in I will 1 to W 
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Aa paHor to ybü; if I can command myſelf; 
by heaven T' ſwear it!“ I thanked him in a 
faint voice, and begged he would retire; He 
obeyed me. I told my father and Madame de 
Bellfleur I would endeavour to reſt. 
Louiſa, ſaid my father at parting, your ob- 
ſtinacy gives me much concert, but it is not 
a time. no to talk of theſe thithps ; compoſe 
yourſelf; and endeavour to calm ybuf 12 5 75 
80 ſaying, they both quitted the room, a 
left me to my reflections, which were far in 
pleaſing. The whole night I ſlept not. In 
the morning T found myſelf ver _ "They 
were much'alarmed, and ſent for the beſt ad 
vice. The phyſicians — my diſors 
der to be a violent fever, and ſo it proved. 
For a fortnight it continued, and I knew no- 
body; at the end of which time it began to 
abate; and they had hopes of my life. When 
Frecovered -my ſenſes, I found the Marquis by 
me. I held out my hand to him, and aſked 
how he did. For a moment he ſeemed not to | 
credit his ſenſes, nor to believe T lived, At 
length convinced, he threw himſelf on his 
knees, and kifled my hand in the utmoſt trait 
ſport: „ Oh, my Louiſa, aid he; how happy 
am I that your reaſon is reſtbred! I feated, 
2 I had deſtroyed you, but yëu yet me, 
— addy "uy anxiety on FORTY account, 
e Not 


8 — one W moment * a ſince 

this fatal diſorder firſt attacked you: I have 
1 watched for hours at your chamber - door; at 
| laſt heaven has overpaid my toil, by giving. 


vou back to life. I would have anſwered 


him, but the entrance of my father prevented 


me. He rejoiced to ſee me better, and per- 


ſuaded the Marquis t to leave me, leſt I ſhould 
be hurt by talking. For a week longer I. con- 
tinued very poorly. De Reviers ſaw me con- 
ſtantly once a- day, as did my father and the 
old Marquis, who was now perfectly recover d. 
As ſoon as I could hold a pen, I wrote to 
Madame de Clairville, the account of my ill- 
neſs and ſituation. She ſent me an anſwer 
filled with tender expreſſions and . wiſhes for 
my happineſs; ſhe aſſured me, if they conti- 
nued to preſs me on a ſubject ſo diſagreeable, 
the would come to Montpelier, and eudeavour 
to ſettle. things to my ſatis faction. She flat- 
tered herſclf, her .appearance at the Marquis's 
bouſe would make 2 material; alteration, as 
her intereſt was not ſmall with one party, when. 
ſhe choſe to exert. ĩt. This letter, and the aſ- 
ſurances it contained, was the greateſt comfort 
to my ſpirits, they gained ſtrength from the 
time I received it, and I mended every day. 
Tunis was the moſt ſinoere ſource of pleaſure to 
the Marquis, why tried every method to per- 
1e wy recovery his lore could ſuggeſt. As I 


grew 
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ew well, the Vindnels of i my. father and the 
old 1 Mad began to abate; „ they were re- 
| r. and diſtant, büt bid nothing in fayour 
Nuke ung de Reviers, 91 an and) 
hus. A 


paſſed away, near two months: the 
ht neſs of my min „5 on, account of their | 


behaviour, prevented, my entire recovery. 

The Marquis Was all tender ſollicitude, but 
never mentioned his loye: his father behaved 
polite, but not affeQionately : as he uſed to do; 
mine ſeldom ſpoke to. me, and when he did, it 
was in ah angry "tone. | Thus ſituated, my 
| Adetink 4 145 well f ppoſe 1 could not be 

happy.” ndeed 1 was not! A thouſand times 
T . le to throw n myſelf at the. feet of my 
father, and confeſs the ſituation of my heart; 
but the dread of his fury deterred * All my 
conſolation was in writing to the Counteſs, 
which 1 conſtantiy did, and received from her 
the tendereſt anſwers. 8 be exerted every argu- 
ment in her power | to give me comfort. ]-ike- 
wiſe received a letter fr n poor Freemer, filled 
with apprehenſions, and vows of eternal con- 
ſtancy. I anſwered it with all the moderation 
I could, carefully concealing my own uneaſi- 
neſs, left I ſhould encreaſe his. Vour laſt 
letter, my Adeline, came during, my illneſs, 
which was the reaſon 1 did not anſwer it im- 
mediately. I lament your meeting with Lord 
Bromfield, on your own account, though I 


N think 
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think it fortunate on his. "Your, example and 


generous forgiveneſs, may at laſt make him a 
good man. Heaven grant it! he is the laſt of 
à noble family, who by their virtues dignified 
their ſtation. Had it pleaſed heaven to ſpare 
the matChleſs 'Grenv le, he would indeed 


have done ſo; but I will y no more on this 


x Ae 


head; forgiye ME Adele, 6 for. theſe. few ex- 
preſſions. 

For ſome time longer the K of the 
Marquis continued to behaye in the ſame man- 
ner to me. A few days ſince my 1 ather fol- 
lowed me into the garden, Louiſa, faid. he, 
in conſideration, of your late illneſs, Lhave been 
filent on a ſubject very near my heart; 3 but 
now you are recovered, 1 5 all ive. you my 
determined ſentiments on it. 5 5 have before 
told you what I wiſh. reſpecting the N 


ang therefore need not repeat it; ; all that I 
have to ſay at preſent is, that we, have fixed 


the beginning of next Mönch for your mar- 
riage: when it is Concluded, we will all. re- 


turn to England, "as. "lon ng. 10 fee Miſs Bel- 


Ville.“ 4e Alag, fi fir, anſwered I, why do you 


talk thus! Indeed 1. never. can conſent, to wed 


the Marquis; my heart would break, ſooner.” o 
„Then let it break, (ſaid he with violence) 


you are determined to break mine! What A 


ion can you frame to this young man? Is 
e You: eee — 
1 1e nens N70 TH that 


«4 + # 
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that you are ſenſible of his worth; therefore; 
Louiſa, obſerve what. I ſay; conſent to marry 
him in three werks, or produce in that time a 
reaſon that may: ſatisfy me, without that. fool- 
ſh one, you cannot love him! or ſhall no 
longer loo on you with! the: tenderneſs L have 
eyer done, but regard you as an obſti nate girl 
_ who! wiſhes to make her father miſerable? 
With theſe words he left me, eee ene wen 
intreaties bring him backe 
I returned to my on apartment, ** wrote 
to the Counteſs; bagged her to come immedi- 
ately to Montpelier, and uſe her intereſt. with 
the old. Marquis, which was, I ſuppoſed, the 
erſon ſne hinted at. When l diſpatched this 
letter, I again ſought my father, in hopes of 
moving him by my tears and complaints. In 
my way I met the Marquis; falt /a degree of 
reſentment riſe in my heart towards him: I 


-» 


thought he had worked my father to this.cruel 15 


reſolution. I would: have paſſed him; but he 
prevented me. Why, charming Louiſaz 
faid he, will. you fly the. man who adores you? 
Believe, me, it was by mo perſuaſions of mine 
that Mr. Somners adapted the meaſures be 
dids, upon, my: honour ãt was not. I/ ſwore to 
you I would no more:pain you by the mention 
of my love; till this mament / have adhered to 
that promiſe: I confeſs thisſelf-enjoined ſilence 
e 1 pangss apr can 1 longer pre- 


ſerve 
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ſerve it, This morning your father informed 
me in what manner he had proceeded; and tho 
I rejoice that he intereſts himſelf ſo much in 
my fayour, yet, on your account, I am pained.” “ 

At ſeems you are, my Lord, anſwered I with 
indignation, though I ſuppoſe you have con- 
ſented to receive my conſtrained hand without 
any heſitation.. Can you imagine, Miſs 
Somners, anſwered he, I would have refuſed 
ſo great a bleſling ! a bleſſing I have ſo long 
fighed for! No, madam ; could your hand 
be obtained by no means but undergoing tor- 
tures, I would chearfully go through them; 
therefore you cannot think I would reject it 
under any conditions. „Ves, ſir, J can, 
returned I; was you poſſeſſed of any delicacy, 
you would. ſcorn to receive my hand without 
my heart, which I have often told you can ne- 
ver be your's: give up your pretenſions then, 
my Lord, if thoſe profeſſions you bave often 
made me are ſincere, nor by this obſtinate per- 
ſeverance force. me to oppoſe the will of a pa- 


tent, who, till I knew you, never uttered an 


unkind word.“ Oh, Miſs Somners, an- 
ſwered he, with a look of triumph, do you 
think I will now reſign my love, when there 


is'a glimmering of hope that it may be gra- 
tiſied! No, never while I live will I volun- 


tarily give you up. Tis very well, my 
| Lord vet. I, 1 b. of mhat nature your 
* 1 bh love 


— 
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love is; but I ſhall no longer waſte my time in 
uſeleſs intreaties.” I turned from him, and 
returned to my own chamber. For ſeveral 
days my father ſtudiouſly avoided me, as I did 
the Marquis, who as aſſiduouſſy ſought an op- | 
portunity of ſpeaking. This' day I met my, 
once amiable parent by accident. I tenderly 
enquired after his health. Without anſwering f 
my queſtion, he ſaid, << Louifa, the time draws 
near when I expect an anſwer” conformable to. 
my wiſhes.” He waited not for a reply, but 
walked from me. Oh, my Adeline, what will 
become of me] ſurely their cruelty will break 
my heart. I am informed a ſhip is now going 
for England. Adieu, my dear friend; I will 
write again as Joon as I can. Ever your's, 


15 | | Lovisa SOMNERS. 


P. S. I have juſt DRIER > letter from the 
Counteſs, who will be at Montpelier + very 
ſoon : this makes me much happier. - Once 
more adieu. Remember me to Freemer and 
ö Harriet. | 
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Nabe re. ine EI ood, 


Feit I-have.\ r ot you before, . 
but # 1 have been, too exqufſitely happy to ſuffer. 
ah ir eee ption from the'dull- forms of method, 
The newſpapers } haye told you, AO doubt, 160 am 
married; 3 it is true; 3.1 am indeed the moſt 
bleſſed of men! my adored Harriet is now far 
dearer than ever. F aith,, Freemer, a man 
knows nothing, of happ ineſs that is not mar- 
ried. T ſhall ever re ud che day that brought 

acquainted with M iſs Abinton as the hap= 
pleſt of | my life. I have the pleaſure to ſee my 
beloved and her mother as perfectly happy as 
I am, The gentle Miſs Belville and Sir Ed- 
ward:W.ilmot ſhare our joy; and. may venture 
to; ſay; there arè not many families in ſuch 2 
ſtate of felieity as that at Elm · woodi If u 
and Louiſa- were with:us, we ſhould have no- 


thing to wiſh for. Miſs Belville has received 


a letter from the fair one, in which you are 
mentioned with the utmoſt affection: her ſitu- 
ation is much the ſame as it was. The whole 
family wiſh to prevail for the Marquis; even 
Mr. Somners is in his intereſt, but ſhe is very 
N and refuſes him abſolutely. She has 
t hopes * a ey. who will thortly make 
| a viſit 


Sea 
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2 viſit. to the Marquis, therefore let not the 
apprehenſion of what may- happen make. you 
uneaſy; Louiſa will conquer at laſt, my life 
for it. We have gone through the ceremony 
of formal. viſiting: with all the families round; 
Nothing would ſatisfy my fooliſh aunts but 
coming in form likewiſe. Upon my ſoul it 
was enough to have diſcompoſed the features 
of a philoſopber to ſee the figure they made, 
drawn out in all their finery-:- ſuch a group 
neuer was before aſſembled. My charming 


Harriet, Miſs Belville and Emilia, looked like 


ſo many divinities. Phe family of Trout- 
hall eame with that of Aſnley- park. Sir Ro- 
bert informed us, in compliment to Lady 
Thompſon and me he had put on his new 
brown coat with gold buttons. Indeed it was 
well he advertifed us of this piece of polite- 
neſs, or we fhould' not have diſcovered it. 
Miſs Arthur interrupted her brother from dif- 
playing his good intentions towards us, by 
ſaying, nothing but the moſt conſummate ig- 
norance would have thought of telling he had 
a new coat on; but indeed, Sir Robert, con- 
tinued ſhe, out of your ſtable eee 
ching.“ The Knight patiently let her 
ceed, only ſaying, well, Alice, I never 
meddle in your concerns, hy cannot you let 
my horſes alone?” Truly, replied the lady 
e infinite contempt, | L never thought of 
| coming 
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coming near your odious animals; no, Sir 
| Robert, you may grovel in your ſtable for ever 


_ © without the ſmalleſt interruption from me, fo 
zs you do not ſhock me with your blunders in 


polite aſſemblies. I am certain Lady Thomp- 
ſon muſt think you a mere brute, to introduce 
ſuch a converſation, and on ſuch an occaſion 
too. Indeed, madam, anſwered my gentle 
Harriet, I am infinitely glad to ſee you, and 
every thing you ſay will give me pleaſure.“ 
« Ay, ay, that it will, cried Sir Robert; you 
have no affectation, though to be ſure. you are 
very handſome; I have no notion of ugly wo- 
men pretending to be ſo very delicate as not to 
bear the name of a ſtable. This obſervation 
fired the lady, and I know not what might 
have been the conſequence but for the manage- 
ment of Lady Thompſon and Miſs Belville. 
The latter is a prodigious favourite with all 
my aunts, eſpecially Miſs Betty: by her 
means I am reſtored to favour, and nothing can 
be in a better ſtate than we are at preſent. I 
am glad of this on my Harriet's account; ſhe 
would have imagined, herſelf the occaſion of 
our diſtance. Her behaviour to all is fo cap- 
tivating and reſpectful, that they muſt be de- 
void of feeling to make her uneaſy. They are 
extremely fond of her, and often thank me 
for their niece. Amid all our happineſs we 
do not forget the good Mr. Mortimer; Lady 
ry * 
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Thompfon and 1 generally ſee him « once a-day. 
Miss Belville and Sir Edward ſpend great part 
of their time at his reſidence. He is charmed 
with the lovely Adeline; nor is ſhe leſs pleaſed 
with him. He told me the other day, we had 
made his own peaceful ſolitude diſtaſteful to 
him: I have great hopes we may at laſt pre- 
vail on him to quit it. Harriet is under great 
apprehenſions of loſing her friend: Miſs Bel- 
ville is continually intreated to return to town, 
and I fear ſhe will do ſo ſoon. Her loſs will 
be felt by more than one : her gentle behaviour 
and ſweetneſs has univerſally endeared her, 
Adieu, Freemer; I hope you will ere Jong be 
as perfectly happy as I am. Nothing would 
increaſe my ſatisfaction ſo much as your mar- 


riage with Louiſa. I muſt leave you to Join | 
two of the lovelieſt women in the world, ----- 


Both my Harriet and the fair Adeline unite in 
compliments to you. 


1 AMEs Tuburzon. 


2 BuLyntue'? to - Mit DUNCANNON. | 


i — 10 

| . laſt very 'gay letter, Charlotte 
found me in a contrary frame of mind. 1 yi 
been viſiting Mr. Mortimer, and was returned 
in a penſive humour. When your letter was 
given: to me, I took it into the wood, where 1 
3 went 


- 


— . — — — * 
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went to ayoid Sir James and Lady Thompſon, 
The concern thoſe amiable people expreſs when 


I am melancholy, makes me deſirous of hiding 


it from them. With this view I ſought: the 
thickeſt part of the grove; your letter in my 
hand, I 1 my ſelf down at the foot of a tree 
and read it. Shall I tell you the ſentiments 
that aroſe in my mind on the former part of it 
After conſidering the contents for ſome time, 1 


faid aloud, thinking no one near me, how 


many hours. of real happineſs does this girl 
throw away? for the indulgence of a momentary 
jeſt, the will pain to the ſoul a man who has 
long, loved her, and whom ſhe loves! How 
material a fault is this! Ah, Charlotte, did 
you reflect on the brevity of life, and the 
fleeting enjoyments of it, you ſurely would 


not thus trifle. it away!“ She would not, 


indeed, madam, faid Sir Edward, coming, for- 


Nl — 


ward; were all women like you, Miſs Bel- 


ville, we ſhould have little reaſon to complain 


of their levity. George adores Miſs Duncan- 
non; ſhe knows it, and abuſes her power,” 
<< She does, Sir Edward, anſwered I; but I 
hope ſnie will ſoon view her . as ſhe 
ought, and then it is all. remedied;”. Du, 
Charlotte, fo much for reproof. 

The happineſs that reigns in this tive; 


* enough to make the greateſt libertine in 
love with ee Sir James behaves 


with 
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with the fondeſt attention to his tris while 
her affection, though. increaſed, has the ſame 
charming delicacy as before her marriage: the 
conduct of both delights. the worthy Mrs. 
Abinton beyond meaſure. [ had no wiſh in 
the world, Miſs Belville, ſaid ſhe ye pelterdays 
but to ſee my daughter, happily married: tho 
I knew my Harriet was well qualified to ſhing 
in domeſtic life, yet the fears of a mother ſug- 
geſted a thouſand difficulties to the completion 
of my wiſhes; her inexperience and. gentle 
diſpoſition made me fear ſhe might be impoſed 
on; and though ſhe has a good underſtanding, 
yer her, youth might have been led into many 
trying ſituations, , had 1 been taken from her. 
F never-was deſirous of high rank, though the 
family of 'my Harriet might authoriſe her to 
look for it. Sir James is every thing I wiſh, 
and, above all his accompliſhments, various 
as they are, I value moſt his ſweetneſs · of diſ- 
poſition, fo, well ſuited to that of his wife. I 
am truly ſenſible. of the goodneſs of provi- 
dence, and hope ever to be ſo.” In this man- 
ner does ſhe talk, and by.ſuch ideas increaſes 
her happineſs. . I cannot expreſs, my dear 
Miſs Duncannon, the pleaſure I ſhould expe- 
rience to behold you in the ſame amiable point 
of view I do Lady Thompſan, Let me beg 
of you to make happy all your friends, by, 
giving your hand immediately to the Colonel. 


4 ö I told 
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I told you in my laſt I would give you the ac- 
count of Sir Edward's firſt viſit to the Druid's 
cell. I Mold not enter on a ſubject ſo con- 
trary to that I have been writing oh: however, 
as I promiſed, I will perform. 
The morning after Harriet's marriage, I 
met Sir Edward early in the wood. In our way 
to the cell I made ſeveral chearful obſervations, 
that I might not diſtreſs his ſenſi bility by being 
too grave. When we came to the ſpot, I entered 
the little path which leads to the retirement 
firſt : Here, Sir Edward, faid I, is the place 
mentioned in my letter, the ſcene where ſome 
of my happieſt days have paſſed, when only 
_ childiſh deſires agitated my heart.“ He ob- 
ſerved every part of it with accuracy, and 
ſtopped for ſome minutes to read the writing 
over the door. Ay, ſaid I, interrupting his 
meditation, that is the hand-writing of Mr. 
Grenville.” I turned from him to hide my 
emotion at the recollection, but ſoon recover- 
ing myſelf, I ſat down on a large ſtone at the 
mouth of the cavity, and talked of things leſs 
: intereſting; but Sir Edward was too much en- 
gaged in contemplating the cell to obſerve any 
thing elſe. When he had looked over it in 
all parts he came to me. © This is, indeed, a 
charming place, Miſs Belville, ſaid he, and 
was I to reſide here, greateſt part of my life 
would be ſpent i in it.“ He ſighed and was 


4 | ent. 
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flent. I wiſhed to turn his ideas, but my own 
were too much engroſſed to attempt it: my 
words involuntarily diſcovered my thoughts. I 
talked over ſeveral circumſtances that had been | 
in that place tranſacted. Sir Edward liſtened 
to all I ſaid with apparent pleaſure. Ab, 
Adeline, ſaid he, I wonder, not at your con- 
cern, which 1 plainly diſcover for all your at- 
tempts to hide it: I am fully ſenſible of your 
goodneſs and delicacy, madam, and would, if 
poſſible, make an adequate return, but I am 
incapable; my gratitude is equal to my admi- 
ration, and both are too exquiſite for language 
to expreſs; you more than overpaid all 1 ever 
ſuffered 1 K you allowed me to regard you in 
the light of a friend, a name far dearer to me 
now than any other.” . The time has been, 
Sir Edward, replied I, when I thought no- 
thing earthly could again give me ſatis faction, 
but I. aſſure you the behaviour of you and Lord, 
Arundel has done it. I ſhall ever regard the, 
day in which I communicated to you the events. 
of my former life. as fortunate in the higheſt 
degree; your conduct on that occaſion was 
ſuch, that it engaged my everlaſting gratitude, 
and eſteem.” Ah, anſwered he with emo- 
tion, how many painful ſtruggles did that re- 
ſignation coſt me! and though I felt, and {till 
feel the neceſſity of it, yet I. can with difficulty. 
cer my ſenſations RIP proper bounds., 

Believe 
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Believe me, moſt beloved of women, I would 
die rather than offend you... I mean not to give 
vou a moment's paitt by the mention of my 
real ſituation; nog I ſhould deteft myſelf were 
I capable of it; I know none but the excellent 
Mr. Grenville could deſerve youy and 1 ſubmit 


to my fate. Forgive me, Adeline, for tlie diſ- 
trels I have-occaſioned ;/ I will no more repeat 
it.“ I ſighed invothdterity;.: and finding my 
ſpirits much deprefied; aroſe. Come, Sir 
Edward, ſaid I, we will not enter on this topic 
now; I am fully ſenfible you mean nbt to give 
me 3 therefore you need make no 
apology for what you aid. I know you regard 
me as the firſt in your friendthip; that know-, 
ledge makes me happy; I wiſhed for that di- 
ſtinction hen firſt T had the pleaſure of ſeeing. 
you, and I have obtainet! my wiſhes.” I then 
propoſed returning to the houſe, - which we 
did. Our converfation on the way was like 
that which I have related. As we got further 
from the cell, Sir Edward recovered his chear- 
fulneſs: he confeſſed} the ſolemnity of the place 
made him melancholy.” We have been there 
frequently ſince, but never alone. I thank 
you, Charlotte, for your ſdlicitude to ſee me | 
again in town. I could very contentedly 
ſpend-my whole life in this ſpot, provided you 
and my other friends were with me. I am 
re Concerned | for my poor Loviſs 3 ; I ſend” 
.you 
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vu her letter, then judge if I bave not reaſon. 
Strange, that Mr. Somners ſhould be fo much 
altered! Be ſo good as to inform Captain 
F reemer Miſs Somners i is well, but do not on 
any account let him ſee the letter; 3 he has no 
command oyer himſelf. Farewel. | Sir James 
and Lady Thompſon join me in good wiſhes 
9 e Me Duncannon. and the Colonel. * 
„ _ Everyours, 
_ /, ADELINE BLLyILLE, 
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i Blomſbury ſyuare, 


1 FOE. very TER Adeline, it is not in my 
power to oblige you, but poſitively I cannot 
think of chaining myſelf to this violent Co- 
lonel yet a while: when he is a little tamer I 
may. perhaps commence matron, and taſte the 
ſame ſatisfaction from ſweet domeſtic en) oy- 
ment as Lady Thompſon does. I could laugi 
for an hour at the idea of Harriet and T fitting 
4 rogethere telling comfortable tales of each 

rs ſpouſes, while they, pretty creatures, 
are, — themſelves with their friends at 
ſome tayern. Harriet, poor thing, would fit 


patiently. at home, venting her fighs"to the 


liſtening clock, and in vain wes, the return 
of her yandgrer; ; while I, che u my uſual 
Vor. IV. * 2 © galety'? 


- 


115 


+1 » * 


242 FEMALE STABILITY: 


gaiety, ſhould irive to keep up! her ſpirits, and 


ö adviſe, a fit of the ſullens on deary's return ; 
but 1 fear, in ſpite of my advice, ſhe will make 


as terrible a matrimonial manager as ſhe has 
ever done a miſtreſs. Thank heaven I am not 
yet married! therefore I ſhall have time to con- 
ſider how I may make the galling chains fir 
eaſy. Sir William Medway left town yeſter- 
day: his long ſtay was merely on my account! 
he and all my friends uſed every perſuaſion to 
make me perform my promiſe, but I was ſteady 


as a rack, The old Baronet finding me deter- 


mined not to yield my liberty immediately, 
preſſed for ſome time being fixed; he cared not 
when, fo as there was but a ſettled plan; 1 
would be tyed to no conditions, and Sir Wil- 
liam left town in a huff. Well, I can't help 
it, Adeline; I might as well have promiſed 
bim as George, which happened 2 little while 
afterwards, Certainly I have no reſolution, 
but you ſhall hear how it was, In the after 
noon ſubſequent to his uncle's departure, he 
came to our houſe ; I was engaged in dreſſing 


: 


for Lady Stanley's. When I was equipped I 


came into the dining - room, where fat the Co- 


lonel, Your ſervant, Medway,” kiys I, with 


| the. utmoſt go 
_ walking to 
in my heres. . Vour ſervant, madam,” 


|-humovir, at the fame time 
glass to make a ſmalſ alteratian 


anſwered he ; there he Orgy” * T'had 
mage 
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ttiade the removal I wiſhed in the ornaments of 
in tete, I turned to my mother: © have you 
otdered the carriage, 'madam ? it grows late.” 
4. 1 have, my dear, faid the, and T wonder it 
is not ready ; howerer, I am going down, and 
will enquire.” I begged ſhe would not give 
herſelf that trouble, but ſhe left the room, 
faying jt was nome, as ſhe muſt paſs the ſer- 
vants hall. When ſhe was gone, finding 
George was not inclined to ſpeak, I ſat down 
at my harpſichord and ſung a ſong, which, 
inſtead of throwing him into raptures, made 
not the leaſt impreffion. He ſat with his arms 
folded and his eyes fixed on the ground: at 
| length raiſing them, and Jobking at me for. 
fome time, you are dreſſed very elegantly, 
Miſs Duncannon, faid he; are you going 
out?” Ves, fir,” replied I, << May I 
-aſk where, madam?” © I fee no neceſſity for 
that queſtion, Colonel Medway, anſwered I ; 
I ſuppoſe you do not expect an account of my 
viſits, do you?” © Surely, returned he, it 
cannot be deemed impertinence to make ſuch 
an enquiry, when we are to be one day united.” 
% That is no reaſon I ſhould give you a direct 
anſwer to any ſuch enquiry, replied I; be- 
lieve me, fir, I ſhall never give an account of 
what I do to any body.” I ſuppoſe you have 
motives for concealing it, madam, anſwered 

os that Lg chuſe not to reveal,” «You 
* L 2 are, 
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dre at liberty to make what: ſuppoſitigps you 
pleaſe, ſir, retorted I, provided. you keep hem 
to yourſelt, and not trouble me with them.” 
I:really was vexed at this ill-timed behaviour, 
and I dare ſay appeared ſo... The. information 
that the carriage was ready never was more ſea- 
ſonable; I aroſe.and. Put on my cloak, and 
making Bi ſtiff curtſey, was chaſtening out of 
the room. George ſtepped towards me, an 
taking my hand, „ Oh, Charlotte, faid he, 
ſtay!” «It is not in my, power, Colonel 
Medyray Zeplied I; I. am engaged: e For- 
give. me; then,” ſaid he with a beſeeching ; air, 
6c Truly, .anfwered I, Lought not; however, 
to convince. you I can ſometimes bear your 
il humours, I. will.“ 1 le Kiſſed my hand and 
put me into the coach. 1 ſoon got to Lady 
Stanley's, where there was A great deal of ele- 
gant company, but I was not happy. A party 
to Ranelagh was propoſed. and agreed on; z they 
would have per ſuaded me to go, but I pleaded 
engagements, and ſo eſcaped. I. returned 
home and ,enquired. for my mother. The 
n me ſhe, was out. I retired to 
myidreſſingg- room, where ſat. the Colonel. 1 
ſtarted, which cauſed him to look UP, - Bleſs 
mg, Mifs.Duncaunop,, ſaid he, I did not think 
vou would: return ſo ſoon; 115 am infinitely 
happy to ſee vou; I have, not ſtirred. from this 
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you have had no tea then?” ' « Not à drop,“ 
anfwered he. Then I will make you forme 
direQly. „ ee How kind, my charming girl! jo» 
faid he with tenderneſs. I rang the bell and 
ordered 'tea, which while he was drinking 
ſeemed to reſtore his good humour, * 

When the things were removed 1 ſeated 

myſelf by him. Upon my word, George, 
you was horrid croſs this afternoon; what had 
occaſioned it ?” © Being difappointed of your 
company, anſwered he; 1 came here in hopes 
of enjoying it, and when I found you was go- 
Ing out,” T could not hide my concern.“ In- 
deed 56d. could not, ſaid I; but come, we will 
talk 85 môre of chat: I have a little buſineſs 
for you, which if you will undertake, I ſhall 
be infinitely obliged to you.“ What is it, 
my love? anfwered he with vifible" pleaſure; 


know would die to oblige you.” TI then 


told him what You had Ge Wert 
Freemer, and begged he would kt 4 fd th 
next morning to Rofeshill, and införm him of 


Miſs Somners's welfare. He eflgaged wl. 
lingly to do it, which pleaſed me. Fthanked 


him för his pölltenels, ant ald you would 
Hketoiſe be much” olige 46 hith." As A re- 
ward for his behaviour, T. "read With part of 
Louiſa's letter: {Previous to this} 1 had hawk 
him that part of your letter that might inſtruc̃t 
him in his behaviour to Freemer; therefore 
Son! | L EF: - | you 


* 
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you. need not fear he will ſay 1 * 
ſome time our converſation conſiſted af the 
| troubles in which theſe amiable; people were 
involyed: the Colonel wiſhed them happy, 
and faid it would give him infinite pleaſure to 
relieve the anxiety. of Captain Freemer 3 
anxieties fo like bis owp : and yet (wen be 
40 you make that out 1 15 when | 
you are contipually vith the object of your 
love?” „ Frue, my dear Charlotte, ſaid he, 
there I have the advantage. Was it in the 
power of his. Louiſa, ſhe, wauld. "make him 
happy immediately, while I, who have no- 
thing to hinder the completion of my wiſhes, 
find it impoſſible to prevail on you to give me 
your hand.  I-could not deny this, and there- 
fore was ſilent. Obſerving my behaviour, he 
proceeded to urge every tender argument his 
love could ſuggeſt to gain my conſent to be- 
come his wife ; and, to confeſs the truth, Ade- 
line, I never was ſo hard ſet as to find words 
to anſwer him. At laſt I promiſed him, the 
day that united Freemer to Miſs Somners, 
ſhould likewiſe join us together. He was not 
ſatisfied, and begged I would fix ſame other 
period, not ſa diſtant. But I had done great 
things, and would notalter my determination; 
ſo there we ſtand in the matrimonial callendar. 
Next to the names of AO and Louiſa, are 
tthoſe 
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thofe of George and Charlotte, We ſhall all 
play the fool together, that is one comfort, 
Lam glad I hit on this expedient, as it will 
free me from their importunities. Perhaps I 
may not be called upon for the performance of 
my promiſe this age; nay, aceording to my 

notion of things, Louiſa never can ſtand. out 
againſt ſuch united powers ; to refuſe the title of 
Marchioneſs for a plain Captain's lady, can 
never be, depend on't. She will at laſt marry 
De Reviers, and leave poor Freemer to wear 
| the willow. ; then you ſee my promiſe has done 
me no harm: but if ſhe could continue firm 
and conſtant, why I muſt take George with a 


with all convenient expedition. 

We had a letter the other day from Lord 
Arundel, filled with nothing but you. He 
will quickly come to town, as he cannot exiſt | 
out of Miſs Belville's ſight ; ſo, Adeline, do 
prithee return, if it is merely in pity. Sir 
Harry Evelin mopes about the houſe like a 
turtle robbed of his mate; your abſence has 
deprived him of all his gaiety: I never ſaw a 
man ſo altered in my liſe. He ſays not a word 
in an hour, and when he does ſpeak, it is only 
to utter the name of Miſs Belville. Truly, 
Adeline, I know not how por reconcile this 
general ſlaughter among the beaux to your 
2 I am fure if 1 did half fo 

e much 


| good grace, and ſet to plaguing his heart out 


- 
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you. need not- fear he will ſay aN For 
' ſome time our converſation conliſted of the 
troubles in which theſe amiable, people were 
involyed: the Colonel wiſhed them happy, 
and faid it would give him infinite pleaſure to 
relieve the anxiety of Captain Freemer 3 
duxierie ſa like bis own : and ye t (went be 
Hoy 
40 you. make that out, Mere x. When 
you are continually with the object of your 
love?” „ Frue, my dear Charlotte, Gil he, 
there I. have the advantage... Was it in the 
power of his Louiſa, the, would. make him 
happy immediately, while I, who have no- 
thing to hinder the completion of my wiſhes, 
find it impoſſible to prevail on you to give me 
your hand.” , could not deny this, and there- 
fore was ſilent. _ Obſerving my behaviour, he 
| proceeded to urge every tender argument his 
love could ſuggeſt to gain my conſent to be- 
come his. wife ; and, to confeſs the truth, Ade- 
line, I never was ſo hard ſet as to find words 
to anſwer him. At laſt I promiſed him, the 
day that united Freemer to Miſs Somners, 
ſhould likewiſe join us together. He was not 
ſatisfied, and begged I would fix ſame other 
period, not ſo diſtant. But I had done great 
things, and would notalter my determination; 
ſo there we ſtand in the matrimonial callendar. 
Next to the names of Charles and Louiſa, are 
thoſe. 
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thofe of George and Charlotte. We ſhall all 
play the fool together, that is one comfort, 
ham glad I hit on this expedient, as it will 
free me from their importunities. Perhaps I 
may not be called upon for the performance of 
my promiſe this age; nay, aceording to my 
notion of things, Louiſa never can ſtand. out 
againſt ſuch united powers ; to refuſe the title of 
Marchioneſs for a plain Captain's lady, can 
never be, depend on't. She will at laſt marry 
De Reviers, and leave poor Freemer to wear 
| the willow. ; then you ſee my promiſe has done 
me no harm: but if ſhe could continue firm 
and conſtant, why I muſt take George with a 

good grace, and ſet to plaguing his heart out | 
with all convenient expedition. 

We had a letter the other day from Lord 
Arundel, filled with nothing but you. He 
will quickly come to town, as he cannot exiſt 
out of Miſs Belville's ſight; ſo, Adeline, do 
prithee return, if it is merely in pity. Sir 
Harry Evelin mopes about the houſe like a 
turtle robbed of his mate; your abſence has 
deprived him of all his gaiety: I never ſaw a 
man ſo altered in my life. He ſays not a word 
in an hour, and when he does ſpeak, it is only 
to utter the name of Miſs Belville. Truly, 
Adeline, I know not how you reconcile this 
general ſlaughter among the beaux to your 
EIS am ſure if 1 did half fo: 

5; 7, much 
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much miſchief, I ſhould be afhathed to ſhew 
my face. It is not fair Sir Edward mould ena 
_ groſs all your company, ſo return, and inſpire 


tne reſt of your ſlaves with a little 1 for 


they are moſt ſadly down in the mouth. But 
ſerioufly, my dear Mifs Belville, I ſhall rejoice 
when the time of your departure from Elm- 
wood is fixed. I am forty Lady Thompſon 
muſt be deprived of your company, but ſhe 
has no a huſband to comfort her, therefore 
the ought to ſpare you to us poor diſconſolate 
Tpinſters, - Tell her both my mother and I re- 
. joice in her happineſs, and wiſh vo and Sir 
James a long continuance of it. 
Adieu, my amiable friend 0 am vintty 
_ obliged to you for your laſt letter. My mo- 
ther and Medway beg me to inſert their re- 
d Win Wop of your ever affeftionate 
CHARLOTTE DUNCANNON. 


; * : : 

4 : ' " 4 4 0 *& 1 ” ” 
\ . # * 4 — 43 . 3 4 ; 1 2 5 ' 0 . 7 > ; F 7 39 * f , 
*.* 0 


"Captain TnvudzR to Au BAI VIII. 
Madam, PE a | Nut-bill, 


By + the deſire of Aal Hariſon 1 ſet 
don to inform you he is very ill, and thought 
to be in danger of tipping overboard. The 
raſcally gout has attacked him in the ftomach;. 
and J fear will get the better of him: by the 


making heads of his phyſicians, and the quan- 
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tity. of : ſtuff they have ſent him, he has taken 
as much doctor's meſs uwenid make ballaſt 
for any one of his Majeſty's ſhips, and to no 
purpoſe, for he is worſe than ever. He deſired 
me to tell you,” madam, that if you would 
come to ſee him before he goes, it would make 
his voyage into the other world more pleaſant. 
He talks of nothing but his niece Belville, and 
L think if you do not come it will break the 
poor man's heart. The expreſs that brings 
you this has orders to find you if he. ſails to 
the Land's End: He ſteers firſt for London, 
as We thought that the moſt likely port. The 

more expedition you make, the ſooner you will 
_ relieve my ndl. The Admiral fays you are 
a lady. of great humanity, and therefore I dare 
ſay you wirf come. T would have piloted you, 
myſelf, but my old. commander Cannot bein 
mie out of his ſight.” # Many a hard gale have 
we gone throligh”' together, and I never will 
deſert him whe he 151 in danger « of ſhipwreck ; 
if he finks, I ſhall Bave no comfort above- 
board; we 4% för many ears been conſtant 
ohkaee' and cotnpantohs ; 1 would ſooner. 
lofe'my ſip than him, Wut iris s Bethge to 
you, madam. F cannot eſp being « concerned, 
when” {6 ÞHve an officer is 1 loved 

Him always as Th n y own brother ; ; tr. as I ſaid, 
before, this is n eh: to —_ If you will 9 
. A x 
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fa good: as to ſend a few lines by the bearer, it 
will greatly relieve the Admiral to know you 
will come. I am, madam, your moſt devoted 

n * 
e ' | 55 110 on 8 
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You 0 UR letter as theme with the el. 
Toncern. Nothing could more ſenſibly afflict 
me than the declining ſtate of the Admiral's 
health; he is; the only relation. I have left to 
whom Fam known; I hope it will pleaſe. hea-, 
ven to reſtore him to us; 3 1 ſhall ſincerely pray 
for fo. happy an event. Be ſa good as to in- 
form bim I will certainly be with him the day 
after this reaches vou. I am now making pre- 
parations to leave this place, and will rler 
my journey, with the utmoſt expedition, I; 
thank you, fir, for. your. obliging _ 
towards me, but I ſhould have been very ſorry 
bad you left your, friend to attend me, Lill 
no longer detain. the ſervant than to beg you. 
will preſent my moſt Autiful reſpects to 95 

; * and IM Pe fares compliments 
Bs andlng fg dene Buiviiee, 
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I SET down re mak a requeſt to my dear 
Miss Duncannon, which from her known hw- 
manity I flatter myſelf will be granted. Ad- 
miral Harrifon is taken ſuddenly ill, and wiſhes 
to fee Miſs Belville before he dies. An expreſs 
arrived yeſterday with the news. This morn- 
ing my dear Adeline took leave of us, and 
with Sir Edward Wilmot ſet off paſt for 
Nut-hill.. The requeſt I have to make; is; 
that you will meet her there, as I fear ſhe has 
a ſcene to go through, which may prove too 
much for her already oppreſſed ſpirits, unleſs 
the has ſome companion of her own ſex to 
conſole her. Was it in my power to attend 
her, I know Sir James would joyfully give 
his conſent, but it is not; my mother is very 
poorly, and has been fo. for. ſeveral. days; 
therefore I cannot leave her. She would have 
had me gone with Miſs Belville, but as I knew 
her conſtitution, and had great reaſon to ag- 
prehend a fit of her old diſorder, I could not 
think of it, nor would my friend conſent that 
1 ſhould go; I could not bear the idea of her 
being alone at the Admiral's, and bethought 
myſelf of writing to vou, or rather I ſhould 
By. Sir Edward put it in n my head : he ſaid he 
Was 
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was very certain you would attend Miſs Bel- 
ville with pleaſure. 1 think my Adeline will 
de at Nut- hill the day after to-morrow ; with 
all the haſte ſhe can make, I believe it is nat 
poſſible to get there ſooner. If you go, I 
ſhould be happy to have particular accounts 
from you of the Admiral's health, as Miſs 
Belville will imoſt likely be a good deal en- 
gaged. I hope it may pleaſe God to feſtore 
him, and ſpare the gentle mind of my friend 
the ſhock of ſeeing him expire. How much 
am I concerned that ſhe muſt be preſent at this 
melancholy ſcene! She has gone through 
enough already; never was any woman ſo 
young ſojintimately acquainted with adverſity. 
Farewel. Sir James unites with me in 
thanks both to you and Mrs. Duncannon, for 
Four kind wiſhes towards us. I will trouble 
you with ur beſt remembrances to your whole 
fawily, nene the ſincere affection of 
4277 B Nes dt ou! Hanne Frouraew: 
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Vs U R por * my dear Lady, 
Thompſon, juſt as I received one from Sir 
Edward, which contained the ſame requeſt. 
His was wrote from ſome place on the road, he; 
tells me, entirely unknown to Miſs. Belville. 
I. ſent him a verbal anſwer, which I dare ſay 
he has by this time, as his ſervant told me he, 
had orders to ride with all poſſible expedition. | 
I feel the utmoſt /pleaſuxe at haying it in my | 
power to be of the lealt ſervice to Adeline, as 
well: as in obliging vou. Depend on it you 
ſhall have very particular accounts from me of 
all that happens, I. leave town to- morrou 
morning early, and ſhall get to, Nut- hill ſoon 
after Miſs Belville. I. lament with you the 
neceſſity of her being preſent on this mourn- 
ful occaſion. Her life has been one ſcene of 
tryal and diſtreſs. 'Lhave related this circum- 
ſtance to the Evelin family, who are all deeply, 
goncerned on her account. Mrs. Evelin be- 
haved with the utmoſt politeneſs, and ſaid if 
it Was inconvenient to me, ſhe would go 
down. I thanked hery but ſaid would not 
loſe this opportunity of expreſſing my regard 
for Miſs. Belville on any; aon. I believe 
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cour friend, thou 
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this offer was made in compliance with the 
deſire of her brother: Sir Harry, I have great 
reaſon to think, has a very tender regard for 
ſhe never gave me the leaſt 
hint of it; but when I have mentioned it, 
evaded oarticutar. anſwers, which is by no- 
means a cuſtom with her; on the contrary, ſhe 
is open and explicit on every head. He was 
preſent when I informed Mrs. Evelin of Ade- 
line's going The obſervations E made on his 
behaviour confirmed: my ſuſpicions, - «© How 
_ cruel; fad he, of Miſs Belville (ſeeming not 
to refle& where he was, or who was: preſent) 
thus: Jong to withdraw herſelf, when ſhe is ſo 
well informed of my anxiety!” « Nay; Sir 
Harry, interrupted I, this is a caſe of neceſ- 
ſity.“ © True, madam; ſaid he, recovering 
himſelf, I did not recolle& that.“ From this, 
and a variety of other inſtances, I conje&ture 
ſhe knows of his love; and why ſhe is ſo ſilent 
on it is not to be accounted for; but I have no 
doubt her reaſons are perfectly laudable, be they 
what they will. The felicity you enjoy, as 
drawn by the pen of Miſs Belville, has given 
me the | higheſt pleaſure ; may you know a 
long eontinuation of. it, and to your dying 
hour be as happy as you merit. I hope in the 
winter to be an eye-witneſs of it, and to cul- 
tivate an intimacy. ſo happily” begun by the 
mee — TO" 
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My mother and Colonel Medway unite in beſt 
compliments to you and Sir James; and be- 
lieve me, dear Lady Thompſon, with the ur- 
* e your ever devoted 
6 CHARLOTTE r 


— 


Sir Harry EvELIN- zo Captain Moxracux. 


Berner-ftreets. 


[. ERE is not in yy world ſuch another 
damn d unfortunate fellow as myſelf! I had 
not received your letter an hour, Montague, 
when I heard Miſs Belville had taken wing for 
the ſeat of Admiral Harriſon, who is danger- 
ouſly ill with the gout: She is to attend the 
progreſs of his diſorder, which may not bring 
him to a concluſion for a twelvemonti; ſo 
that, what with one con founded buſineſs or 
another, I ſhall never again behold her. Since 
ſhe has been abſent, I have hardly had a mo- 
ment's peace; my ideas for ever dwell on her 
and; her perfections. Not a woman I ſaw but 
ſeemed a foil to her beauty in my eyes; in- 
deed my alteration of ſpirits was ſo manifeſt, 
that every perſon of my acquaintance took no— 
tige of it, and wondered at the change. 1 
ſtrove ſeverab times to write to you, but in no 
order could I arrange my thoughts; therefore 
3 the effort. — your 
R letter 


— 
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letter, I was. ig miſerable ſpirits, and the con · 
tents did not raiſe them. Poor Emilia! L am 
ſorry ſhe, is ſo bad, but I cannot aſſiſt her. 


Ro Prithee, Montague, write not ſo particularly 


again; it only affects me, and can do her no 
good. Speak of her health in general terms, 
but do not tell me what ſhe ſays. I am unac- 
countably' hurt whenever T' receive one of 3 your | 
letters, but I attribute all my low ſpirits to 
| the abſence of Miſs Belville. Let her return 
to my admiring eyes, and F care for nothing 
beſides; ſhe is dearer to my heart than ever; 
nor gan I much longer bear her abſence. I 
hope the Admiral will ſoon take his journey, 
and releaſe the lovely maid from her confine- 
ment. The evening I received your's IL went 
to my ſiſter's, in hopes of ſhaking off my un- 
eaſineſs ;, there I met Miſs Duncannon, from 
whom I heard this deviliſh news. My diſap- 
pointment at her not returning to town, be- 
trayed me into a great violence of behaviour, 
which was obſerved: by Miſs Duncannon, who 

in a degree reſented what I. ſaid of het friend. 
It matters not, the whole: world muſk: ſee my 
preference for this moſt lovely of her ſexy and 
Lill proclaim my intentions to them, which 
are to make her Lady Evelin; but, alas! ſhe 
has refuſed me, ſhe will not Werren | 
lover! Oh, Montague, ane bedr 
the: muſt, ſhe! hall be mine. Tell Emilia 
493391 the 
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me is now revenged; 1 feel the moſt racking 
pains of unrequited love, but J will not ſink 
beneath the difficulties I meet with; they ſhall 


inſtigate me more to the completion of my 
wishes. When Miſs Belville nee ow 


wet begin; "Oi oro . PCD &. 5t 
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Miſs BxLvitis to Tag Trough, | 
| Nut-hill. 


. E arch n moment 160 leifure 1 8 to my 
Harriet and her amiable family, to tell them 1 
am ſafe and well at Admiral Harriſon's. Sir 
Edward returned to London immediately oi 
my arrival, in order to haſten the departure of 
Miſs Duncannon. The expedition we made 
has greatly fatigued me, but I have received 
no other harm from this haſty journey; there- 
fore, my dear Lady Thompſon, do not be 
uneaſy on my account; I know you fear the 
being preſent at another cloſing ſcene may be 
too much for my ſpirits, but I have been ſo 
long aceuſtomed to fights of woe, and fo long 
known the pangs of parting with my friends, 
that, ſhocking as it is, yer I can bear it with- 
out a murmur. I fear the diſſolution of the 
Admiral is near: he received me with marks 
of real affe ion; and — fo much jop . 
YR on 
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on ſeeing me, that I would not on any ac- 
- count have been abſent. ; I endeavour to pre- 
pare my mind for his loſs, which i is apprehended 
every hour. His ſpeech and appearance are 
very much altered; his ſpirits are likewiſe 
low. I endeavour, to reaſon him out of this 
dejeRion as welt as I can. He attends to what | 
I ſay, but does not ſeem ſatisfied with any ar- 
guments I offer. I am quite pleaſed with the 
behaviour of Captain Thiunder to his old 
friend; his rough obſervations ſeem more to 
quiet his mind than any thing I can urge. He 
made many apologies for not attending me, but 
friendſhip,: he ſaid, was ſuperior to politeneſs, 
and thoſe claims were ſtrong in his heart. I 
I applauded his ſentiments, and he mine; ſo 
we are likely to agree very well. I would have 
fat up with the Admiral the firſt night I. came z 
both him and Captain Thunder oppoſed it: 
the latter ſaid he always kept watch by his 
friend at night, and if there was any ſudden 
1 enen know. 
When ö took leave of the Admiral, he was 
much affected: My dear Adeline, ſaid he, 
how kind is this viſit ! you come to fee an old 
man leave his ſtation, which I hope he 
has filled as became a feaman,” * That 
vou have, my boy, interrupted. che Captain ; 
no man dare or would ſay to the contrary; if 
he did in my hearing. I would make him eat 


my 


8 0 
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my fword.?* | << I: thank you, dear Fhunderz 
_ anſwered the Admiral, I know you would; 
my character will never be called in queſtion 


for bravery, I think it will nat.“ © It can» | 


not, ſw, returned I, your actions have: ever 


been what they ſhould as an officer.” He was 


much pleaſed at this, and went on with greatet 
ſpirit: I haue loſt a great deal of happineſs 
In being ſo much 3 ſaid he; I never 
faw you from the age of three years to that of 
thirteen, and then for no great while; the 
death of your mother kept me from coming 


often to Sir Edward's; I could not bear to 
enter the houſe when ſhe was gone, though 
had a great regard ſor your father, who was a 


very good man; his melancholy never failed 


to increaſe mine, therefore I kept aways 


which, fince I have known you, I have re- 
gretted ; you- would have been my comforter 
as well as his; but thoſe days are now over, 
and never will return. If it ſhould pleaſe 


God to ſpare my life, I ſhall be ever grateful 


for this proof of your regard; but if not, and 
] am obliged to ſeek another harbour, I have 
two things to beg of you, as you will have 
the abſolute diſpoſal of my fortune. What 
are they, my dear fir ? ſaid I; you may depend 
on having them performed. Why the firſt, 
my good girl, ſaid he, is, that I may not have 


8 fine — and the other, that you will 
Sales never 
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never marry 4 Frenchman: I ſhould not go 
out of the world in peace, if I thoùght my 
fortune would benefit any of the French.” 1 
promiſed him ſolemnly borh articles ſhould be 
as he wiſned, which, entirely ſatisfied him. 
He / embrated me with inuchi tenderneſs, and 
ſheeb tears Fhis diſtreſſed mo infinitely: 1 
begged he would compoſe himſelf ““ Ah, 
Adelint, returned he, death is a terrible thing! 
IJ once thought I ſhould nat ſtart at the idea of 
dying; not that I am afraid neither; but the 
thoughts of never ſeeing you again, or my 
friend here, affects he Menge I turned 
from him to wipe the tears that flowed down 
my checks, und thought he did not ſes me, 
but I was-miſtaken; +4 My dear, ſaid he, I 
fear this melancholy converſation will hurt 
you go to bed, I hope I ſhall be better in the 
morning.“ 1 didlo; and ſtrove to recover my 
tranquillity; but in vain; the thoughts of Au- 
guſtus and my father kept me waking. - In 
my mind 1 3 over their ever regretted 
diſſolutions, and: then turned my thoughts to 
this third melancholy proſpect. At laſt, wea- 
ried with theſeirefle&tions, I dropt aſlee p. 
A dreamt Mr. Grenville came to my bedſide, 
Areſſed in thoſe very clothes! he 4 Mrs, 
_ . Welford's' the night of our ball. On his 
countenance appeared the ſame marks of hea- 
venly ſenſibility and ſweetneſs that living 
nn | adorned 


Too 
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moraed it. % My Adeline, ſaid he, thy con- 
fancy, will ſoon be rewarded, and we ſhall yet 
be happy. Give me your hand, and 15 will 
lead you to morejlaſting. proſpects. I did ſos 
and, thought, I paſſed with him that valley 1 
have ſo often deſcribed to you near Grenville- 
abbey. We came to a large open ſpace, 
odotncd; with water, and) the moſt beautiful 
ſhells; ſfigwers, enchanting to the ſmell as 
well as ſight, grew in profuſion on either ſide 
of us. In the midſt of this paradiſe ſtood a 
cryſtal building, oyer which Was ee in 
gold letters, Fiera E. 4 774 


THE "TEMPLE OF. PEAGE. 5708 


A Huber of {IA ang gitls erowned U 
flowers dae out, and Auttering round Au- 
uſtug, "paited } his 1 return. He pointed to me: 
they 1 A lovely garland, 1 which they put 
: 55 my head. Next : a woman, whole face I 


e 
b moth other of my dear Grenville; 


came ſip of 155 befnple q "ſhe k da. robe i in her 
is hand, blech appeared li ke ſilver, with bright 
ſtars ſcattered. ib it: 60 Come, my daugh- 
ter, Wes Alle, Laſts receive thy eternal 
reward:”” 80 ws the threw the robe over 
me, and took one of my hands, as Grenville , 


held the other. We all entered e ee 


temple together. As we paſſed along, the 


moſt raviſhing ſounds of muſick regaled my 
ſenſes. 


* 


Ul 


ſenſes; Behind the temple was a grove of laurel; 
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whither we went. Now; my beloved: Ade- 
line, ſaid Mr. Grenville, you will be 
happy; look before you.” I did fo, and ſaw 
my father and the Earl advancing towards us, 
My feelings at this fight were ſo exquiſite, 
that they broke my repoſe, and ended this de- 
lightful 'viſion. I found che oppreſon of my 
ſpirits vaniſhed, and my heart eaſed of its 


weight. For tome time 1 lay awake, refleQirig 


on this pleaſing dream, and having thought 
inyſelf into a perfect calm, I again fell into 
the arms of fleep, and waked no more ttill 
morning. I aroſe; and found the Admiral 
much the. ſame; .no hope of his amendment. 
Miſs Duncannon will certainly be here to-day, 
therefore, my Harriet, be not anxious for me. 
Adieu; remember me with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs to every body at Elm-wood, and all 
thoſe wha h. ohour me with enquiries. You 
ſhall hear from me ſoon ; either Charlotte or I 
will not fail to write. Let me know if my 
dear Mrs. Abinton i is better ; F I am very uneaſy 
Ever your 33 
ADELINE AR 
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25} N ped, read cläſped. 
Hg 2255 fr Ty, read _ 


